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Sibsagar College, located on the bank of the historic tank, popularly known as 

Joysagar Pukhuri, dug in memory of Ahom princess Sati Joymati, is celebrating year-

long Platinum Jubilee from 2nd November 2021 to 2nd November 2022. It was the year of 

India’s independence in which the college was established and since then, the college has 

been emitting light in order to illuminate the society with new light and colour. The 

Journal of Frontline Research, Vol. 10-A is a special edition on Social Science and 

Humanities published as a part of Platinum Jubilee Celebration of the college. Humans, 

cultures, and societies are studied in the domain of humanities and social sciences. Social 

science takes an objective stance based on research and scientific evidence while the 

humanities take a critical-thinking or opinion-based approach on the rudimentations of 

human behaviour and camaraderie. Thus, promotion and realization of a society's vision 

and mission hugely rely on the humanities and social sciences and their subjective 

constitution as a whole. 

This Platinum Jubilee special edition of the Journal has made a sincere effort to 

publish new ideas and research papers which have utmost relevance in the working and 

development of various aspects of humanities and social sciences. 
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 A Study of Power Dynamics in Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations 

with Particular Reference to Female Characters  
Argha Goswami 

University of Rhode Island, USA 

Email: goswami.argha4@gmail.com   

Abstract 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens is a bildungsroman with 

exceptionally strong women throughout its premise. These women are 

far ahead of their times- they are portrayed as heads of households, 

financially independent, well-recognized, strong characters but irony lies 

in this victimhood of these women even in the powerful position they 

enjoy. The novel doesn’t portray many graceful women who are usually 

seen to be a spirit of Victorian Womanhood. Dickens perplexes us in a 

way- did he do good by letting women gain agency in his book or did he 

show the downfall of this agency? Another unintended effect of this 

book was a subtle try at ‘Killing the angel in the house’ in form of Biddy 

who isn’t as nice as she appears to be on the surface.  

Even with all the power vested upon these women, somehow, they are all 

bad people and suffer ultimate justice in the course of time. This similar 

justice system doesn’t seem to work for the men as they get away with 

all the cruel things they do. This is an honest portrayal of the society- 

being a woman is an act of resistance, it doesn’t matter what we do or 

say, the question mark always ends at us. Can Dickens be called a 

feminist for portraying women that do not confine to domestic ideals? Or 

is he just a regular women-hater who felt disadvantaged or threatened 

with respect to women and decided to create a dark image of them all? 

This paper attempts to study the social, financial and emotional power 

dynamics of women in Great Expectations. It also attempts to draw 

comparison between the role of men and women in the novel.  

Keywords: Women, Dynamics, Powerful. 

1. Introduction 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

is a bildungsroman with exceptionally 

strong women throughout its premise. 

These women are far ahead of their times- 

they are portrayed as heads of households, 

financially independent, well-recognized, 

strong characters but irony lies in this 

victimhood of these women even in the 

powerful position they enjoy. It did not 

have too many graceful women who are 

usually seen to be a spirit of Victorian 

Womanhood. Dickens perplexes us in a 

way- did he do good by letting women gain 
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agency in his book or did he show the 

downfall of this agency? Another 

unintended effect of this book was a subtle 

try at ‘Killing the angel in the house’ in 

form of Biddy who isn’t as nice as she 

appears to be on the surface.  

The women of Great Expectations are 

all victims of the circumstances they are 

put in- Mrs Joe was an orphan who had to 

marry below her means after losing family, 

Ms Havisham was a bride left at the altar, 

Estella was a ploy of Ms Havisham’s 

revenge plot and Molly was convicted for 

murdering resulting in her serving Mr 

Jaggers throughout her lifetime. Among all 

these inherently cruel and villainous 

women is the Moral Compass of the 

Novel- the sweet, angelic Biddy. In 

Dickens’ world, the greatest expectation 

you can have as a woman in order to not 

die or live miserably is to please and think 

about everyone but yourself. Biddy comes 

closest to checking all these boxes but isn’t 

quite there for which I applaud Dickens!  

Mrs Joe Gargery is Pip’s elder sister and 

the closest to a mother figure in his life. 

After their parents and siblings died, Mrs 

Joe bought up Pip ‘by hand’ and boy does 

she ever let us forget this! She is a 

tyrannical young woman and 

metaphorically the ‘man of the house’- she 

is physically and verbally abusive towards 

her naïve husband and younger brother; 

she desperately cooks and cleans all day 

long and maintains decorum in the house. 

Since she married below her means due to 

the loss of her family, that constant 

frustration is seen in everything she does 

and it probably explains her harsh 

behaviour towards her husband since that 

was a very unlikely familial scenario for 

that time. She repeatedly expresses this 

resentment in complaints like ‘Perhaps if I 

warn't a blacksmith's wife, and (what's the 

same thing) a slave with her apron never 

off, I should have been to hear the Carols" 

(Dickens 23). We can also sympathise with 

the fact that she was burdened with the 

responsibility of her younger brother at 

such a tender age which led her into a 

compromising marriage as a means to 

survive with no children of her own. While 

Dickens presents her in the worst of lights 

as a mother, he also gives us a decent 

backstory to her sorrows, thus helping the 

readers sympathise with her on some level 

irrespective of her abusive nature. She was 

unquestionably a bad person, but that 

shouldn’t necessarily be linked to her 

womanhood. One cannot be sure whether 

Dickens paved a path for women to exist as 

people or simply create characters like Mrs 

Joe so that they could be hated.  

Her character drastically alters after the 

accident of Volume I, Chapter XVI- she is 

attacked by an unknown person who we all 

narrow down to be Orlick. She becomes a 

weak-women unable to do anything until 

her ultimate demise and thus justice is 

served-she pays for all her misdeeds in a 

gruesome manner. Dickens seems to hate 

mothers and he equally seems to love 

being the one punishing them for their 

behaviour. A parallel serving of justice is 

also seen in Ms Havisham’s case that shall 

be discussed in the paper later.  

Biddy is mostly a unidimensional 

character in the novel- we don’t know a lot 
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about her except that she is exceptionally 

nice at the first glace. When and if you 

manage to spare her a second glance 

(which might be difficult provided the lack 

of charm in her character), you will 

observe undertones of greed and jealousy. 

She is disappointed when Pip lands in 

fortune- is it JUST because she thinks 

money isn’t synonymous to happiness or is 

it because she can see her happiness in the 

form of Pip slipping away from her 

entirely? Her dismissal of Pip’s desire for 

Estella doesn’t seem to stem from the care 

one might have for a friend but rather a 

lover. It is undeniable that Biddy desired 

Pip even though Pip mostly had platonic 

feelings for her. While it might be harsh to 

entirely call her unidimensional, all the 

sides that we see of her are dedicated to 

others- the confidant for Pip, the caretaker 

for Mrs Joe and later Mr Joe when she 

ends up marrying him. That marriage and 

kids is a supposed reward that Dickens 

seems to have given Biddy for being an 

angelic, righteous person throughout the 

novel. Biddy leaves me with questions that 

I shall leave for you here- While people 

claim that Biddy is a voice of Conscience, 

isn’t in true that no one is THAT nice? 

What is Biddy if not a perfect example of a 

settler in the name of happiness?  

Another minor but fairly impactful 

character in the novel is Mr Jaggers’ 

housemaid – Molly. She is seemingly very 

obedient. It is pointed to us that she has 

very strong hands which seems to be afore 

show of what is going to be the great 

revelation in the end. The manner in which 

Pip describes her also hints towards the 

same- phrases like ‘diseased affection of 

the heart’ and ‘curious expression of 

suddenness’ adds an undertone of mystery 

to the plot. As the story unfolds, she is 

exposed as a murderer who serves as 

Jaggers housemaid as a form of 

punishment. It might be controversial but 

the friction between Molly and Jaggers or 

the way he forced her hands out, hence 

hinting that he keenly observes her might 

be an indication of her being his mistress 

as well. We don’t hear her talk a lot but 

what we do see is pure and sacrificial 

motherly love towards her daughter Estella 

when she decides to give her up to Ms 

Havisham. Ironically, she is the ‘most-

motherly mother’ in the entire novel even 

in her absence.  

Estella is Molly and Magwitch’s 

daughter who was given up for adoption 

under gruel circumstances in the best of 

her interests (I wonder how that turned 

out!). She is a victim with no clue of her 

victimhood for most of the part. In order to 

shed light on that, I shall be introducing 

Ms Havisham(finally!) since these two 

characters are very deeply interlinked.  

In my opinion, Dickens’ introduction of 

Ms Havisham in Chapter 8 is the most 

impactful of all. Even with all that we 

know of her, she is as much enigma 

throughout. It isn’t surprising for Pip to be 

allured by her personality. Dickens’ 

portrayal of her is unrealistic, there is no 

second thought in that statement. The 

stagnancy with which she leads her life is 

impossible to achieve, it is almost as if she 

were a witch. The fact that she is presented 
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as completely broken and yet so 

intimidating is very impressive.  

Ms Havisham comes off as a cruel lady 

scheming the most pointless of revenges in 

bitterness. This arc gives a clear indication 

that Dickens doesn’t understand women at 

all. The manner in which Ms Havisham is 

portrayed to have stopped time and taken a 

path of self-destruction for a man who 

couldn’t seem to care less is very telling of 

Dickens’ self-absorbed nature.  

Estella is the making of Ms Havisham- 

the way she talks or thinks, her motives 

and goals in life are all consciously or 

unconsciously influenced by Ms 

Havisham. I sympathise with her on a 

number of aspects but most importantly 

due to the fact that she was unable to meet 

her real mother Molly who loved her so 

dearly. I feel that would have made Estella 

a kinder person.  

Estella symbolises female sexuality in 

the novel- she has no desires of her own 

but she is desired by many. Estella has 

grown to enjoy this attention while making 

sure she is inaccessible. Pip describes this 

in Chapter 29, “the air of inaccessibility 

which her beauty and her manner gave her, 

tormented me in the midst of my delight, 

and at the height of the assurance I felt that 

our patroness had chosen us for one 

another". While the rest of his assumption 

wasn’t true, Estella is only shown through 

the lens of Pip. The few things that she 

says are all under the influence of Ms 

Havisham. I am not sure if any of us ever 

got to meet Estella except in the last 

chapter of the novel perhaps.  

Miss Havisham grew up in power and 

had a lot of authority. She also gave Estella 

a fairly similar upbringing except the part 

where she manipulated and forced her own 

thoughts in young Estella to mould her into 

a revenge weapon. It can be said without a 

doubt that Estella would have been a 

completely different person if not for her. 

Not only did the readers ever meet Estella, 

it is a rather sad ordeal that even Estella 

never got to discover her real self.  

The women in this novel are heavily 

flawed- the flaw doesn’t inherently lie 

within them but rather in the way they are 

represented. None of these women have a 

realistic tone to them- they lie in the 

extremes and are shown to be obsessed 

with either men or money. Another notable 

aspect is that the women are confined to 

specific spaces-Mrs Joe never left the 

house, Ms Havisham always lived in Satis 

House, Estella moved between a foreign 

school and Satis House. Economic strength 

doesn’t come at play here- women stay at 

homes while men are seen to be moving 

around freely.  

Another peculiar aspect of this novel is 

the display of femineity in men. Mr Joe is 

the closest to a caring and feminine face in 

Pip’s life. Pip’s presence in Magwitch’s 

later years in life also shows a hint of 

feminine care. When it comes to Women in 

Great Expectations, they are all strong and 

have a voice which isn’t inherently 

synonymous to these characters being 

feminists! They are self-centred, 

unsympathetic and cruel except for Biddy 

whose character is not in parallels with 

feminism. Mr Jaggers might as well be 
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talking about most of the women 

throughout the novel when he said ‘Very 

few men have the power of wrist that this 

woman has.’ (Chapter 24) Dickens has 

created two boxes for women- you are 

either mean and cruel or angelic to the 

point that you forget yourself in order to 

gain everyone’s approval.  

The women here are somehow all bad 

people and suffer ultimate justice in the 

course of time. This similar justice system 

doesn’t seem to work for the men as they 

get away with all the cruel things they do. 

This is an honest portrayal of the society- 

being a woman is an act of resistance, it 

doesn’t matter what we do or say, the 

question mark always ends at us. Can 

Dickens be called a feminist for portraying 

women that do not confine to domestic 

ideals? Or is he just a regular women-hater 

who felt disadvantaged with respect to 

women and decided to create a dark image 

of them all? Whatever Dickens intended to 

do; he did end up portraying deeply flawed 

women who enjoyed acceptance in the 

society which is very unlikely for the 

Victorian Period. In a way, he also killed 

the ‘angel in the house’ in the form of 

Biddy by the undercurrent of meanness 

that she possessed. Perhaps, Dickens just 

never had enough understanding of women 

but the portrayal of such aggressive and 

powerful female characters in a highly 

regarded serial of that period must have 

been a strong statement in itself. 

References
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Reading Political Commentary in Literature from Northeast India: 

an Analysis of Aruni Kashyap’s the House with a Thousand Stories 
Agnidh Baruah 

Email: agnidhbaruah661@gmail.com 

Abstract 

Political fiction is essentially the literature of which the narratives 

critically comment on political systems, the concerned theories of 

politics, and maybe even society. Basically, pleasure is not the only thing 

that it provides. Information and awareness of the spatial and temporal 

aspects of the story, and incentive to question structures need to come 

along. 

Within this purview of political fiction, Aruni Kashyap and his writing in 

particular, and writers from Northeast India and their writings in general, 

can be studied. The region has had a volatile history and the people have 

been undoubtedly scarred to varying degrees. Such a political situation 

finds its way to people’s expressions and discourse creations. Literature 

being just those, as well as the quintessential mirror to a society, cannot 

help but report on such volatile systems and political situations. This can 

be intentional or not because otherwise the settings would seem hollow 

and the characters’ lives non-convincing. Furthermore, there is almost 

always an unspoken sort of responsibility of such ‘reporting’. Aruni 

Kashyap is no exception, and to show this, this author will present a 

study of a novel of his titled The House with a Thousand Stories. 

For this qualitative study, a textual analysis of Kashyap’s novel will be 

tried. Power, and Ideological State Apparatus and Repressive State 

Apparatus, concepts by Althusser, will form the theoretical framework 

for this research. 

Keywords: Political fiction, Aruni Kashyap, Power, ISA, RSA 

___________________________________________________ 

1. Introduction 

Assam is politically extremely sensitive, 

with everyone having certain personal or 

familial memory traumas. Obviously, no 

one finds it easy to forget their past 

traumatic memories, both personal and 

public, and thus, one finds it quite difficult 

to look at things and life through a 

simplistic lens and simply appreciate the 

beauties that surround him/her in this land. 

Stories aimed at making posterity more 

rooted to their land and more patriotic by 

knowing its history transmit these 

memories from one generation to the next 

even if the latter has not experienced ‘that’ 

Assam. 

Till well into the 2010s in fact it was 

more than common to hear about 
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blockages, bandhs, chakka bandhs etc. 

quite regularly and sometimes, even in a 

series of continuous days. Businesses 

suffered, education became an issue, and 

people’s daily lives were hampered. People 

would be afraid on every Independence 

Day and Republic Day, thinking where 

bomb blasts might happen that year. 

When one is from such a land it is 

exceedingly difficult for him/her to 

alienate from all the incidents and 

situations all around and not have any 

opinions. More so, when one is a writer. 

When they write stories based in various 

parts Assam and inevitably report on the 

situations in order to make readers 

understand well the milieu that the 

characters come from, some sort of 

commentary is definitely made. And that is 

exactly what makes their writings political. 

For a working definition, political 

fiction could be the fictional literature that 

uses its narrative to comment on political 

systems, political theories, and society 

even. It is meant to inspire, possibly 

effecting change, bringing attention to a 

cause, or putting out a call to action. 

Aruni Kashyap is essentially a political 

writer. He stays in the US but sets most of 

his stories in Assam, and that makes it 

obvious that Assam’s milieu would be a 

constant presence. 

2. Thesis Statement 

The House with a Thousand Stories is 

political in nature, in which the author 

comments on the systems of the places that 

he sets his novels in, while forwarding the 

narrative. 

 

3. Primary Text 

The House with a Thousand Stories was 

written by Aruni Kashyap, and published 

by Penguin Books, an imprint of Penguin 

Random House, in 2013. 

4. Research Questions and 

Objectives 

This research will attempt answering 

how Kashyap has commented on the 

situations and the systems without letting 

go of the narration of the plot. 

This paper will further seek to identify 

hierarchical power structures and what role 

state apparatuses play in the novel and 

explore Aruni Kashyap’s style of 

commenting on political situations, 

intentionally or otherwise, in the 

storytelling flow. 

5. Methods and Methodology 

A qualitative and textual analysis of the 

novel will be done as part of this research. 

The theories to be looked at would be 

the ideas of Power, and of Ideological State 

Apparatus and Repressive State Apparatus, 

one to force behaviour in people and the 

other to coerce via ideologies. 

6. Analysis 

In the paper “Places, People, and Fear: 

A Study of the Building of Settings in 

Aruni Kashyap’s The House with a 

Thousand Stories”, this researcher looked 

at how in the concerned novel Aruni 

Kashyap presented a comprehensive and 

deep picture of the environment of fear 

prevalent in the settings, i.e., Hatimura and 

Teteliguri mostly, and Guwahati too. But 

all of those pointers that paint a vivid and 

comprehensive picture of the situations in 

the physical spaces in which the plot of the 
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novel is unfolding have been commented 

on by the writer, subtly or otherwise, 

without harming the coherence of the 

narration but interlaced. Pablo does ‘find(s) 

first love’ and does ‘discover(s) family 

intrigues’ as the back cover synopsis of the 

book states, but not distanced from the 

violence and bloodshed. 

At a certain point in the novel, Pablo and 

Mridul are sitting on the banks of the 

Brahmaputra discussing the various 

members of Mridul’s family, when a jeep 

carrying Army jawans passes them. Pablo 

looks at them and wonders ‘what they must 

be thinking about our river, our sunset, our 

skies, our village, our songs, our chatter, 

our walls, the sound of our looms, our 

birds, our dust.’ (Kashyap 92) The 

sentence clearly shows the excessive use of 

‘our’, a tool to assert his belongingness to 

the place and the ‘alien’ status of those 

men. But even his belongingness is not as 

simple as it looks. He does not truly 

belong. He is a boy from Guwahati with 

roots in Teteliguri village and his paternal 

grandmother was a daughter of Hatimura. 

He is no doubt extremely close to Mridul 

and quite enjoys spending time in their 

house, even though as a child Oholya jethai 

would scare him out of his wits, but he 

does not ‘live’ there. He can be taken away 

at the slightest of inconvenience to him. 

Hiren’s family’s massacre was in no way 

slight, but nevertheless his very worried 

parents took him away and he too did not 

wish to stay. But his grandmother’s family 

in Hatimura have nowhere else to go to. He 

does not even know so many of the things 

that transpired in that village, and Mridul 

could keep secrets from him if he wanted 

to. He basically did not ‘own’ the 

information as a boy from the village did, 

he had to get it from somewhere. He left 

for Delhi for his further studies and had 

dreams even of America, and later became 

a professor in Delhi. But Prosanto da could 

not leave that easily. So, he does not know 

a lot of struggles of living in that village. 

The only way he shows a sense of 

ownership over all those things, even a 

loom which he would hardly spot in 

Guwahati, is by his identity of being 

Assamese. That is how the binary worked 

then; one speaks Assamese as his mother 

tongue, he/she is one’s own, others are not. 

Kashyap also comments on the fear that 

the SULFAs had of their previous 

comrades, which by extension, everyone in 

the vicinity would have because even if 

one is not the person attacked it is no way 

not scary to witness an attack or live 

amidst such incidents. The ULFA’s anger 

sort of makes sense too, without taking 

away from the scariness of it all. Kashyap 

explains well; ‘While the ULFA suffered 

from jaundice, malaria, mokhlong fever, 

hunger, rain, sun and malnutrition, fighting 

for the cause of Assam’s independence 

from India, the SULFA basked in their 

wealth. No wonder the ULFA wanted to 

kill them.’ (11) 

It is interesting to note that a 

representation of the government of the 

times is visible throughout the novel. 

Oholyabai/jethai is easily the most 

authoritative figure in the novel and can be 

viewed as a metaphor for the government. 

She seeks, never to protect, but to control 
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the people and somehow never lose her 

position. ‘Oholya-jethai was not someone 

who liked to be contradicted. She was used 

to being listened to. She was used to 

nodding heads’ (14). She controls and 

punishes (in a different way) people. When 

she got to know about Mridul taking Pablo 

to eat pork, she not only admonishes 

Mridul by quoting in Sanskrit that smelling 

food is akin to half eating (meaning he has 

as good as eaten the pork, although he 

physically has not), she also insults him by 

telling an open secret out loud for people to 

relish and one that Pablo did not need to 

know- that Mridul’s father Bolen had an 

affair with the wine-brewer where he 

overdrank wine, rightly pointed out in the 

Ph.D. thesis ‘Conflicts and Their Effects in 

Assam and Meghalaya: A Study of the 

Select Works of Anjum Hasan, Siddhartha 

Deb, Aruni Kashyap, Bijoya Sawian and 

Mitra Phukan’ (Manimekalai 107). But 

when Mridul retaliates, after she realises 

that her efforts at subduing him are not 

working anymore, she plays the victim, 

screaming to the ‘raiz’, meaning 

community, dramatically: 

Not a month has gone by since my 

brother’s death and his children are treating 

this unmarried woman like garbage. What 

will happen to me! Such injustice! … 

Meenu, take me away from here. I am sure 

there will be some place in your cowshed. 

… Gulapi, will you ask your husband to 

make me a hut at the back of your house 

near the toilet or near the garbage dump? 

… I devoted my life to this house, to these 

children, this family, but I should have 

hung myself … than listen to such abuses 

from my own brother’s children. … His 

children are treating this helpless old 

woman like this! Where are you Bolen? 

Why did you leave me? ... (100-101) 

Interestingly enough she has suddenly 

turned into a ‘helpless old woman’, and 

more interestingly she wants protection 

from the same brother who she abused just 

the previous night. This shows the 

hypocrisy and chameleon-like ways of the 

people in authoritative positions. And 

people were supposed to be afraid of them 

that is how they conducted themselves.  

Noteworthy is what Moina says, ‘Eeeh, I 

really would have liked to go on my own 

to invite you all. But that big gate, the 

security guard! I feel really scared to go to 

your house. Feels as if I am entering the 

house of some minister-sinister. Eeeh!’ 

(Kashyap 78) Commoners were actually 

afraid of ministers and other politicians, 

especially the villagers, though they were 

simply MLAs and MPs who got some 

offices for labour divisions, and the MLAs 

and MPs in turn are no more than people’s 

representatives, who as people would be 

neighbours and family members, just like 

the ULFA boys the people did not fear 

much. Politicians maintained that fear 

psychosis. But they too were not invincible 

and non-replaceable. 

One sees how when Oholya becomes 

distressed and retreats to her room with so 

much to do in a house with a marriage 

coming up, Okoni, her younger sister who 

had married nearby takes over easily. 

‘How soon things got replaced. How soon 

the grass grew back on the ground. How 

soon the yellow sun-denied grass became 
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green once the brick was removed from it. 

How soon life moved on’ (Kashyap 169) 

and ‘Mridul... obeyed her as much as he 

obeyed his mother’ (Kashyap 170) show 

how ‘People, at some point, are satisfied 

with alternate support systems.’ 

(Manimekalai 150). On the same note, 

Prodip and Deepali portray the opposition 

(opposes her views and orders), and Mridul 

and Prosanto stand for the rebellions (have 

‘scandalous’ love interests and love 

stories) that a government faces. 

This is the sort of analysis of 

representation and metaphor that this 

researcher could infer from the greatly 

packed novel penned by Kashyap. These 

instances show his skill of incorporating 

serious political commentary in a very 

coherent plot narration with a lot of 

characters, who are all equally complex, 

thus deserving of deep literary attention. 

7. Conclusion 

Tying up all that has been said one can 

reiterate that just as he quite 

comprehensively described the atmosphere 

of fear in the settings of his novel The 

House with a Thousand Stories (Baruah), 

Aruni Kashyap commented poignantly on 

the systems too while forwarding the 

narrative deftly. With the aforementioned 

arguments validated with the help of the 

text, the thesis statement of this paper is 

proven. Aruni Kashyap’s novel is, indeed, 

political in nature.
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Abstract 

The aim of this paper is to explore a relatively uncharted aspect of T.S. 

Eliot's life and career i.e. his letters. In an obvious way, letters are 

always instrumental in exploring the deepest part of man’s life since 

they are the most intense and personal chunk of communication. Eliot, 

during his life time, had innumerable correspondence which can be 

categorically studied as official, non-official, secret and so on. Apart 

from exposing his most profound pain and suffering airing out of his 

marital life with Vivienne, they also reflect upon his plan and idea of 

composing some legendary poems. Most poignantly his correspondence 

with Emily Hale, whom he met in 1912, reunited in 1927 and 

corresponded for decades seems to be most important in this regard. She 

appeared to be the poet's oldest friend and his 'secret love, confidant, 

and muse'. Here it has been attempted to read/reread Eliot with the help 

of his letters which would hopefully open a new horizon as far as the 

life of this great literary figure is concerned. 

Keywords: T.S. Eliot, letter, communication, correspondence. 

 

1. Introduction 

T. S. Eliot, the most conspicuous literary 

figure in the 20th Century literary history 

of England has been explored from 

different angles by different 

scholars/critics. His search for poetic 

congeniality with Pound, spiritual crisis 

leading to the ultimate submission to 

Anglo-Catholicism, personal and family 

quagmire, the Oriental philosophical and 

religious influence, anti-Semitic(?) 

outlook, the gradual swing from conscious 

craftsmanship to reflective poetry of being, 

the convergence between his critical, 

creative and religious impulses etc. are 

some of the remarkable aspects that find a 

place in traditional scholarship and 

discussion regarding this great scholar.  

Many of his writings seem to be a 

manifestation of his personal life though he 

was an ardent supporter of impersonality in 

art. While maintaining the decorum of 

objectivity, he succeeds in leading the 

personal crisis to a universal level and 

there lies his specialty. Though the poem 

like The Waste-Land replicates his 

personal crisis and thereby allows one to 

glimpse at his conjugal life with Vivienne, 
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there is another potent instrument to 

unmask his inner self i.e. his letters penned 

down during different periods of his life. In 

this regard, we have to be thankful to his 

second wife Valerie Eliot, who during her 

lifetime edited a series of it in support of 

Faber and Faber. 

There is a total of nine volumes of 

letters available for the reading public that 

spans the period from his childhood to the 

later period of his life. Apart from his 

correspondence with different people, 

some rare photographs portraying his early 

childhood, school life, intimate moment 

with Vivienne etc. enhance the dignity of 

the volumes.   

The first collection that appeared in 

1988 encompasses the letters during his 

childhood till the year 1922. Thus some 

important aspects of his life such as his 

schooling in St. Louis, shifting to England, 

Marriage to Vivienne, and most 

importantly the publication of The Waste 

Land etc. come within the purview. 

However, an enlarged and revised edition 

of the same appeared again later on, since 

Valerie collected a lot of correspondence 

by visiting different libraries, offices etc. in 

both Britain and America.  

The exquisite mental anxiety and 

barrenness arising out of his inability to 

produce something great have been 

perfectly mapped in the letters included in 

the second volume. However another co-

related aspect i.e. his preparation for 

conversion to Anglo-Catholicism and his 

correspondence with his mother regarding 

family matters are also a part in the second 

volume.  

Subsequently, volume three covers the 

period from 1926 to 1927, a conspicuous 

period in his life where the agnostic Eliot 

transmutes into Anglo-Catholicism. Some 

of the vital coverage of those letters are- 

personal and artistic transformation during 

these crucial years, the continuing anxieties 

of his private life, and weakening of his 

public reputation etc. 

Volume four (1928-29) keeps a balance 

between his personal and official 

correspondence ranging from his weighty 

responsibility as a husband to the most 

demanding editor and publisher of the 

time.  

On the other hand, volume five (1930-

31) manifests his personal life to a great 

extend the chief among them is the 

changed relationship with several persons 

like Virginia Woolf, Herbert Read etc. to 

number a few because of his conversion, 

his growing estrangement from his wife 

Vivienne etc.  

The sixth volume (1932-33) records the 

period which in the poet’s own voice is 

“the happiest I can ever remember in my 

life.” these letters expose Eliot’s ultimate 

resolution to end his troublesome eighteen-

year marriage to his wife, Vivienne at one 

level and captivating descriptions of the 

author’s encounters with F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, Edmund Wilson, Marianne 

Moore, and other notable figures. 

If the Seventh Volume (1934-35) 

enables one to understand the success that 

the author had earned as a stage dramatist, 

the Eighth one (1936-38) largely concerns 

his professional life both as editor and 

publisher since then he had already earned 
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universal recognition. At a personal level, 

it too draws upon the consequence of his 

separation from Vivien leading up to 

commit her to an asylum  

The volume Nine (1939-41) was made 

public in 2021. It encapsulates the 

correspondence related with the production 

of his plays, publication of The Idea of a 

Christian Society. Major correspondents 

include W. H. Auden, George Barker, 

William Empson, Geoffrey Faber, John 

Hayward, James Laughlin, Hope Mirrlees, 

MervynPeake, Ezra Pound, Michael 

Roberts, Stephen Spender, Tambimuttu, 

Allen Tate, Michael Tippett, Charles 

Williams and Virginia Woolf. In this 

volume, the poet abundantly shares his 

ideas on Four Quartets.  

The most remarkable among the letters 

of Eliot is his correspondence with Emily 

Hale, whom he met in 1912, reunited in 

1927, and corresponded for decades. She 

appeared to be the poet’s oldest friend and 

his ‘secret love, confidant, and muse’. 

Eliot’s impression towards her could be 

understood through his own words: “I fell 

in love with Emily Hale in 1912 when I 

was in the Harvard Graduate School. 

Before I left for Germany and England in 

1914 I told her that I was in love with her. I 

have no reason to believe, from the way in 

which this declaration was received, that 

my feelings were returned, in any degree 

whatever. We exchanged a few letters, on a 

purely friendly basis, while I was up at 

Oxford during 1914-15…..”  

Elsewhere he said:  “my love for Emily 

was the love of a ghost for a ghost, and that 

the letters I had been writing to her were 

the letters of a hallucinated man, a man 

vainly trying to pretend to himself that he 

was the same man that he had been in 

1914.” 

Interestingly, Hale donated all the 1131 

correspondences from T. S. Eliot dating 

from 1930 to 1956, to The Princeton 

University Library with a kind of 

agreement with the library that letters be 

kept "completely closed to all readers until 

the lapse of fifty years after the death of 

Mr Eliot or myself, whichever shall occur 

later.” However initially, she made the 

agreement that the letters not to be opened 

or published until 25 years after her death. 

But she, later on, changed her mind and 

extended it to up to fifty years after the 

death of Mr Eliot or herself, whichever 

would occur later. Subsequently, Eliot died 

in 1965 and Hale in 1969. Thus the official 

opening of the largest single series of 

Eliot’s correspondence and among the 

best-known sealed literary archives in the 

world was on 2 January 2020. However, 

they are still restricted to reading room 

consultation only due to copyright law 

since they are under copyright with The 

T.S. Estate.  

The letters obviously will enable one to 

know in detail about Eliot’s relationship 

with his wife and others; his life as a poet, 

playwright, literary critic, and editor. 

Though a lot has been studied about Eliot, 

some of his personal matters like his 

inability to lead the relationship with Hale 

to marriage after the demise of Vivienne 

despite having several reciprocations. His 

deep-rooted love for Hale is adequately 

manifested in his more philosophical poem 
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The Four Quartets where expressions like- 

'what might have been is an 

abstraction…Remaining a perpetual 

possibility only in a world of speculation' 

reminds that unfulfilled desire. 

Interestingly, the interest was not one-sided 

since there were a number of 

reciprocations from Hale with the same 

warmth and passion. Apart from that, the 

letters also help us know about the 

progression of the writer’s aesthetic 

perceptions, his visionary spirit apart from 

providing biographical information. 

Throughout his carrier, Eliot had the desire 

to transcend the periphery of the individual 

self to a universal one. The letters help us 

to estimate how painful it was on his part 

to transmute it through a poetic vision. It is 

hoped that his letters will help to open a 

new dimension towards the life and reality 

of this great writer. 
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Abstract 

How does the kitchen – which has been a space of repression, containment 

and abuse, and also one of intergenerational female bonding, community-

building and an alternative space of agency – translate, move and revise its 

affordances and limitations for the woman when placed in the diaspora? 

How does it shift the relationship of the diasporic woman to the homeland? 

In this essay, I explore these questions in the context of the South Asian 

diaspora as depicted in domestic fiction by diasporic women authors Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni and Kamila Shamsie which portray the intimate and 

contentious relationship between the kitchen and the protagonist starting out 

in an unfamiliar land/ returning ‘home’. Written at the turn of the 20th 

century post the 1980s surge in South Asian (im)migration, these stories of 

movements across nations, cultures, and memories prompt diasporic 

meditations on ‘home’, intimacy, and domestic labour in the face of 

changing spatial, regional, and territorial affiliations. In doing so, I’d read 

these stories alongside Gayatri Gopinath’s re-negotiation of the boundaries 

of diaspora to move beyond the understanding of diaspora as nation-to-

nation and redefine it as a regional displacement and emplacement (Unruly 

Visions, 2018). When the diasporic lens is thus narrowed to a more 

emotionally-inflected regional movement, memory and belonging become 

further complicated due to emphatic investments of class, caste, language, 

religion and family, especially in South Asia where these regional 

affiliations have a specific history of violence and trauma.  

Keywords: diaspora, gender, memory, domestic.

1. Introduction 

When does a place of residence become 

‘home’?  For those whose lives are 

“marked by diasporic inscriptions” (Brah 

1), this question is a bodied and intimate 

inquiry that is entangled with “regional”1 

                                                           
1This is from Gayatri Gopinath’s redefinition of 

diaspora as a regional displacement and 

memory, and socio-political and cultural 

aspirations. There is a tension between an 

emotional affiliation to the homeland and a 

socio-political affiliation to the adoptive 

                                                                              
emplacement (See Unruly Visions 2019) which 

has been a strong influence in my reading of 

diasporic narratives. I will go on to engage with 

her conception of a region-diaspora in greater 

detail later on in the essay. 
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country, and one of the vectors of the 

emotional attachment to ‘home’ is food. In 

the South Asian diaspora, investment in 

food is inextricably linked to the labour of 

women. One has to only browse through 

South Asian cookbooks and food memoirs 

by emigrant cooks and writers, men and 

women, to find telling titles such as 

Cooking Like Mummyji or Cooking with 

My Indian Mother-in-Law. The latter, co-

written by a white man with his Indian 

mother-in-law, invokes the matrilineal 

knowledge of desi2 cooking purporting to 

teach readers “the Art of Authentic Home 

Cooking” (the subtitle of the book). Thus, 

‘home’ and women’s knowledge / skills 

are as definitively interwoven in the 

diaspora as they are back ‘home’  – women 

are made the carriers and bearers of 

tradition and memory, tasked with the 

project of establishing and nurturing 

another ‘home’ in the adoptive land, of 

which one of the major ways is through 

their labour in the kitchen.  

Thus, for women, the question of when a 

place becomes ‘home’ is variedly 

complicated and contentious, because 

‘home’ has continued to constitute a key 

site of acute ambivalence, and more so, the 

kitchen, where women’s work is 

                                                           
2Desi is an umbrella term for the culture and 

people of South Asia and its diaspora, mostly 

referring to the countries of India, Pakistan and 

Bangladesh. It is derived from the Sanskrit 

word देश (pronounced as de-sha), which 

means homeland, not so much in a political 

sense though; it evokes an emotional landscape 

in memory with a connotation of 

‘homecoming’. 
 

masqueraded as ‘labour of love’ (Brah 76). 

At the risk of over-generalizing: while in 

their ‘original’ households, housework 

may have been shared among the women 

in the family, in the adoptive land, a 

middle class immigrant family would have 

one woman handling all the housework, 

providing emotional labour during and 

after the move, and in most cases, might 

also be working a job. During Brah’s 1979 

study on Asian immigrants and gender 

division of work (76), one woman noted, 

“It’s a dog’s life. There are bills after bills 

to be paid. You wear yourself to the bone 

with work.” Are they afforded the time and 

energy to forge their own bonds with 

shifting space? Since these mothers and 

wives are engaged in recreating the ‘home’ 

of memory in the new country for others in 

the family, when do these women negotiate 

their own relationship with space? In other 

words, when does a place become ‘home’ 

for the woman?  

For many South Asian women, the 

diasporic experience is specifically 

gendered. Resolution of their contentions 

and hopes with the new country 

necessitates a resolution of their 

ambivalence with ‘home’ and the kitchen. 

However, for this essay, I read two novels 

whose protagonists are not housewives or 

mothers; they move alone across countries 

and do not bear the responsibility of home-

making for others per se. Even so, these 

protagonists, who do not bear much of the 

gendered burden of the kitchen-space, 

negotiate with the diaspora through 

memories interlaced with food. Food 

evokes emotion, feminine and feminized 
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knowledge and magic (in Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni’s The Mistress of Spices), and 

food also exposes conflicts of class, 

religion and history (as depicted in Kamila 

Shamsie’s Salt and Saffron). 

Tilo, of The Mistress of Spices, is an 

Indian woman of mysterious origins 

(apparently class-less and caste-less) who 

sets up an Indian grocery store in the 

distressed part of Oakland, California. This 

shop is a front for a healing practice where 

Tilo divines the varied maladies, physical, 

emotional and interpersonal, of her 

customers and heals them with her spices. 

Her ‘home’ in India is shrouded in 

memories of an all-women region where 

the Old One taught them the secrets of 

spices such as of turmeric, lotus root, 

sesame, makaradwaj, asafoetida and 

others, the names of which are also the 

titles of the chapters. In her move to 

California, it is not mainland India she 

remembers, but the intimate matrilineal 

knowledge of this almost transtemporal 

region. In her introduction to the readers, 

Tilo says of the magic in spices: 

“Yes, they all hold magic, even the 

everyday American spices you toss 

unthinking into your cooking pot. You 

doubt? Ah. You have forgotten the old 

secrets your mother’s mothers knew. [...] 

But the spices of true power are from 

my birthland, land of ardent poetry, 

aquamarine feathers, Sunset skies 

brilliant as blood.” (3) 

I want to highlight three aspects of 

Tilo’s narrative about herself and her 

history. First, the narrative begins after she 

has immigrated to the US, and thus, it 

speaks to both America and her birthland, 

and inhabits a dialogic3  borderland of 

sorts; second, she specifically draws on a 

matrilineal - and thus considered 

‘authentic’ in the diaspora - knowledge of 

food that transcends spatial and cultural 

boundaries; and third, she remembers India 

not so much as a socio-political entity with 

institutions and national borders, but rather 

as a space of emotional, cultural and 

mystical legacy. Divakaruni’s story is 

simple: an Indian woman migrates to the 

US, sets up a business in California, falls in 

love with Raven, a handsome American 

Indian, and builds a new life for herself. 

Her focus is on the storytelling of a 

diasporic narrative, and she complicates it 

by deploying magic realism as a strategy, 

but also by weaving together the past and 

present. In an interview on the novel for 

the Journal of South Asian Literature 

(2000), Divakaruni remarks:  

“In terms of my culture...the spices are 

very ordinary, everyday things. They’re 

very domestic; it is the women who deal 

with the spices. And yet there is a lot of 

power in the spices: They have herbal 

qualities; they have medicinal qualities; 

they have mythical qualities. These little 

                                                           
3This comes from Mikhail 

Bakhtin’sdialogization (see Discourse in the 

Novel). I use the word to mean that Tilo’s 

narrative about diaspora is not monologic, that 

is, it does not speak with authority to just one 

particular place, but it rather addresses multiple 

discourses – India as a nation, India as a region 

that is uniquely hers, America where she has 

immigrated to, America which she heals one 

person at a time, and so on.  
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things like the spices that we think of as 

domestic, if we use them right, can have 

a lot of power.” (7) 

Divakaruni, herself a diasporic writer, in 

her memories of India, associates spices 

with myth, power and the domestic, and 

thus with women. How do we read an 

authorial statement such as “spices...have 

mythical qualities” or “spices...can have a 

lot of power”? In the rest of the interview, 

she does not go on to clarify this ‘power’ – 

does she use it to mean a form of feminine 

power, a skill of which a woman has sole/ 

superior control of, or does she mean that 

spices can be made to work in magical 

ways? The more interesting question for 

me is to consider whether the spices took 

on these extra-domestic meanings for 

Divakaruni when, or rather because, she 

remembered them from the diaspora. And, 

if the kitchen continues to be a defining 

borderland for negotiating the contentious 

bond with the ‘home’ in flux, then in trying 

to understand when a place becomes 

‘home’ for a woman, it might be 

productive to think about how the woman 

tells these diasporic stories about food and 

how she remembers the intimate kitchen-

space left behind.  

Aliya of Salt and Saffron is a young 

Pakistani woman studying in the US who 

returns to Karachi for holidays after four 

years. She had left home after a climactic 

family conflict in the midst of which she 

had slapped her grandmother and has not 

met her since. The story is one of memory 

and is narrated through memory: Aliya 

remembers her family history morsel by 

morsel, her narration often unreliable, and 

she imagines a future beyond the borders 

of region, class, and history. Aliya’s 

remembering is often tempered with 

simultaneous mythologizing and 

historicizing of relationships and food. The 

major contention in Aliya’s memory of her 

‘home’, apart from her grandmother, is 

Mariam, her aunt by relationship but her 

sister in heart, whose origins are a mystery 

and who only ever spoke to the cook, 

Masood, to go on to elope with him one 

day.  

“I’d had the opening line of Mariam’s 

story ready for a long time: In all the 

years my cousin, Mariam, lived with us 

she only spoke to order meals. The next 

line varied, according to my mood. 

Usually it was: Strictly speaking, she 

was more aunt than cousin, though I 

always called her Apa. But when I was 

feeling more fanciful I sometimes 

replaced that with: She taught me the 

textures of silence, the timbres of it, and 

sometimes even the taste.” (48) 

Aliya is constantly critiquing her own 

narrative and memory, but is also resistant 

to others’ discourses, especially with 

respect to either her grandmother or 

Mariam, and to me, her resistance to 

alternative versions of history and memory 

is quite telling of her troubled relationship 

with ‘home’. In one such moment, Aliya 

and Samia, her cousin studying in London, 

are recalling the passed down story of one 

of their royal ancestors raping a woman 

who was in his service. Aliya remembers 

the incident when she had accused the 

ancestor Nawab of rape in front of her 

grandmother who immediately defended 
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him by reciting “Leda and the Swan”4. 

Although they are both initially dismissive 

and condemnatory of the grandmother’s 

response, Samia later points out the 

slippages of meaning within myths – “...in 

what rash of clairvoyance do we presume 

Taj’s mother was unwilling?” (16) Aliya 

turns away, signalling her resistance to this 

alternative discourse, “Dadi doesn’t 

understand complexity.” This conversation 

also enumerates the discontinuities 

inherent within intergenerational and 

diasporic knowledge and memories, and 

highlights the central quest of the story 

which is to find, and to fail to find, the 

truth in/ of memories.  

Kamila Shamsie, the Pakistani-British 

author of the novel, in an interview with 

BBC5 says of her own relationship with 

Karachi as akin to “the way that you would 

love that difficult member of your family”. 

Aliya exhibits a similar ambivalence to 

Karachi when she remembers the region 

from the diaspora, with the added 

whimsicality of remembering through taste 

and fragrance of food.  

‘Tell me about Karachi.’ 

I dipped a lump of sugar into my coffee 

and watched it change colour. He hadn’t 

said, ‘What’s Karachi like?’ as so many 

people did, as though they thought I 

could answer that question with a single, 

                                                           
4This is a poem by William Butler Yeats which 

reworks the Ovidian metamorphosis tale of 

Zeus’rape and impregnation of Leda. 
5The link to the video interview is not available 

anymore, but there is an official BBC write-up. 

See bibliography for the source: Kamila 

Shamsie: Reimagining a Violent City. 

 

simple analogy. My stock answer was, 

‘Like a chicken.’ (61) 

Why need a stock answer about your 

homeland at all? And, why one that 

seemingly reduces a whole region 

reverberating with history and memory to a 

chicken? In the novel, Aliya does not 

clarify this answer – she presents it as if it 

is a self-evident fact of life, or at least, of 

her narrative. How would these answers 

even be legible to others? Food thus, 

becomes a very significant marker of a 

space, not just as a way to remember the 

taste and smell of it, but it also operates as 

a characterizing function. For an immigrant 

man, while distancing himself from the 

space and labour, it might be the food of 

mummyji which distinguishes homeland 

from the adoptive land, for a woman it is 

the memory of a generational bodied 

knowledge and a space that they had 

known in all of its affordances and 

limitations. Even for Aliya who hails from 

a family descended from the royals, who 

had never had to cook for herself and who 

had grown up seeing a male cook serve 

food in her house, her memories are never 

divorced from the kitchen-space because of 

its associations with her grandmother and 

Mariam.  

“...never, not once, has anyone 

succeeded in producing a meal that 

could be mistaken as Masoodian. ‘Haath 

mein maza hai,’ Dadi always said – the 

delight is in his hand – but perhaps the 

delight was really in Mariam’s voice. 

Regardless of cause and effect, what I 

was saying was that to appreciate the 

Mariam–Masood Iftaris we had to build 
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ourselves up to a pitch of hunger that 

enabled us to sit and eat and eat for an 

hour and a half without pause.” (74-75) 

Food, thus, becomes inextricable from a 

woman’s memory and narrativization of 

the diaspora. In many ways, it is through 

food we remember our mothers and 

grandmothers, it is through food we 

remember the smell of our home, and it is 

through food that we try to build a new 

home working through the happy as well 

as the painful memories. In Atima 

Srivastava’s British Asian novel looking 

for Maya (1999), a character Amrit 

sneeringly refers to recent South Asian 

diasporic fiction as “mangoes and coconuts 

and grandmothers...The Great Immigrant 

novel”6. Graham Huggan contends that 

“India [desi culture]...is more available 

than ever for consumption; and more 

prevalent than ever are the gastronomic 

images through which the nation is to be 

consumed” (82). While the centrality of 

images of food in South Asian diasporic 

fiction has been noted and mapped out in 

various ways by scholars of diaspora and 

food studies7, what I am interested in with 

first-person woman narratives are 

questions of storytelling – how do women 

tell stories about the diaspora? And more 

broadly, how do women tell stories about 

their lives? - because amidst the inquiries 

into the politics and the sociology of 

immigration, we often tend to reduce 

                                                           
6Quoted in Maxey 2011, 1. 
7See the scholarship of Supriya Nair, Anita 

Munnur, Arjun Appadurai, and AvtarBrah. 

personal narratives into data points for 

qualitative research8.  

 Salt and Saffron is classified as 

‘domestic fiction’, which is a term to 

describe the body of popular literature 

written by, for and about women that had 

flourished during the mid-19th century. In 

another interview in 2007, on being asked 

if women write differently than men, 

Shamsie reflects on her books being 

clubbed under ‘domestic writing’ and 

rejects such overstatements, but she does 

note at one point, “Of course, for many 

years the domestic sphere was seen as a 

woman's world whereas the battlefield was 

a man's world.”  Readers might club 

Divakaruni and Shamsie’s novels into the 

category of domestic fiction or romance by 

focusing on one strand of their narratives – 

that both the protagonists, Tilo and Aliya, 

fall in love and that the narrative ends with 

a (re)affirmation of the relationship – and 

dismissing the issues of diaspora, self-

space dynamics, partition memories, class 

conflicts. Divakaruni and Shamsie seem to 

subvert precisely such notions about 

women’s narratives by using trope plots to 

offer unique insights into the nature of 

diaspora and ‘home’. Shamsie also 

conflates the domestic and the battlefield 

                                                           
8Gopinath gives us an alternative to data as is 

understood in qualitative and quantitative 

research – warm data, which would suffuse 

subjects and data with affect and subjectivity. It 

is a term coined by artists Chitra Ganesh & 

Mariam Ghani to refer to “the realms of the 

sensorial and the affective that are effaced by 

the US state's attempt to locate and "fix" South 

Asian and Middle Eastern men as potential 

terrorist threats” (Quoted in Gopinath 2019). 
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of the past, the 1947 partition of India9, to 

present a quirky story recasting the 

diaspora as an emotional battlefield waged 

through metaphors of food. 

Gayatri Gopinath in Unruly Visions 

introduces the concept of a “regional 

imaginary” (5) and challenges standard 

ideas of diaspora that foregrounds the 

nation. She instead proposes a region of 

relationality as the reference point for 

diaspora and redefines it as a regional 

displacement and emplacement. When the 

diasporic lens is thus narrowed to the 

region, memory and belonging become 

further complicated due to emphatic 

investments of class, caste, language, 

religion and family, especially in South 

Asia where these regional affiliations have 

a specific history and ongoing realities of 

violence and trauma. While Gopinath’s 

project is more geared towards what she 

calls “queering the archive” and the 

diaspora, in this essay, I use region-

diaspora to think about gendered diaspora 

because the region in these first-person 

women’s narratives is additionally and 

specifically inflected with memories of 

food and intimate spaces.  

In Tilo’s uniquely internalized belief-

system which is largely situated in a 

mystical orientalized region, “her spices 

cohere with greater powers in the universe 

to steer reality away from disastrous ends 

                                                           
9The Partition of India in 1947 was the division 

of British India into two independent dominion 

states, India and Pakistan. It carries a violent 

and bloody history, the trauma of which still 

has an impact on current day politics, society 

and national psychology. 

and address the psychological needs of her 

disempowered cast of characters” (Rajan 

218). Divakaruni resorts to heavily 

orientalizing the mystical region, Tilo’s 

birthland, for two reasons: one, to make the 

excesses of her language and images 

recognizable; two, to entrap readers in an 

orientalist fantasy of food only to subvert it 

at the end when Tilo not only radically 

shifts her relationship with the kitchen but 

also changes herself. While Tilo is at the 

center of this narrative, the myriad 

customers are also significant in driving 

the narrative, and their stories evoke a 

regional imaginary as well. One of her first 

customers in the Oakland shop is Haroun, 

the taxicab driver, a Muslim from Kashmir, 

who remembers "blood and blood and 

blood" and to him, Tilo prescribes 

“chandan, powder of the sandalwood tree 

that relieves the pain of remembering” 

(27). Another visitor to her shop is Mrs. 

Ahuja, a bride from India, whose husband 

vents his frustration at not being able to 

cope with ‘Amreekah’ by beating and 

raping her nightly. Tilo imagines Ahuja as 

a man who often says “Aren’t I man 

enough man enough man enough”, and 

“the words shatter like dishes swept from 

the dinner table” (15). Tilo gives Mrs. 

Ahuja fennel for “mental strength for what 

must be done” (104) so she can reclaim her 

name, Lalita. Then there is young Geeta 

Bannerjee who is in love with Juan 

Cordero, a Mexican-American, much to 

the chagrin of her grandfather and parents, 

who fear her marrying a white man. Tilo 

offers a powder of almond and kesar “to 
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sweeten words and thoughts, to remember 

the love buried under the anger” (92).  

Tilo’s regional affiliation reflects in her 

intimate connection with the spices; she 

speaks to them, seeks advice, consolation 

and approval from them, she also provokes 

them when she falls in love, and finally 

turns her back on them and her birthland. 

In the beginning of the story, when she 

picks out her name, it is with an intensely 

personal investment with her heritage and 

region: 

“Til is the sesame seed, under the sway 

of planet Venus, gold-brown as though 

just touched by flame. The flower of 

which is so small and straight and 

pointed that mothers pray for their 

girlchildren to have noses shaped like it. 

Til which ground into paste with 

sandalwood cures diseases of heart and 

liver, til which fried in its own oil 

restores luster when one has lost interest 

in life. I will be Tilottama, the essence 

of til, life-giver, restorer of health and 

hope.” (42) 

The orientalized Old Mother, the First 

One, cautions her: “But remember: When 

Brahma made Tilottama to be chief dancer 

in Indra’s court, he warned her never to 

give her love to man only to the dance” 

(43). She foreshadows the troubles of the 

diaspora, and emphasizes one of the central 

conflicts of a South Asian woman’s 

diasporic adventures – love, loyalty and 

punishment often go hand in hand, 

especially when the regional affiliation is 

very abiding and unforgiving. In resolving 

all the domestic conflicts and pains of her 

customers, the central thematic is of desire 

– repressed, excessive, painful, misguided 

and nascent. Tilo nurtures these desires and 

helps them grow in productive ways 

through the spices; in other words, she 

nurtures untold and sapling stories of the 

people around her, and in doing so, she 

taps into her own desires beyond being a 

mistress of spices. She remakes herself in 

the diaspora, not entirely affiliated to her 

birthland but also not entirely divorced 

from it.  

“Reduce all stories to their basic 

elements and you’ll see all families are 

possessed of prejudice – that alternative 

name for ‘fear’” (1), Aliya says at the point 

when her narrative unfurls, and this 

foreshadows the central conflict at the 

heart of the many layers of family and 

gastronomic history. Shamsie’s novel is 

indeed peppered with tantalizing 

descriptions of elaborate meals which in 

Aliya’s memory often connect to her 

shifting relationship with Karachi and the 

diaspora. But, the story is really about the 

generational trauma of partition and about 

class, which are specifically tied to 

Karachi, and more so to the made-up space 

Dard-e-Dil. Dard-e-Dil (the wounds of the 

heart) is Aliya’s aristocratic clan and also 

the name of their ancestral stronghold in 

undivided India, which one half of the 

family had left to build a life in 

independent Pakistan after a family feud. 

Mariam, who had emerged one day 

claiming to be the daughter of Aliya’s lost 

great uncle who had stayed behind in India, 

eloped with the cook, shocking everyone 

and exposing their deeply entrenched class 

and regional pride. “. . . Dadi walked in 
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and called her a whore so I slapped Dadi 

because whoever Mariam might have 

married she was still Mariam and I would 

defend her against all those who couldn’t 

see beyond their own class prejudices.” 

(112) Four years later, when Aliya returns 

home to a Masood-less kitchen and sub-par 

food that reminds her of Mariam, she is 

forced to confront the reality of her own 

conditioning and her conflicted, torturous 

feelings about the love affair - “She’s 

having sex with a servant. These words 

exactly flashed through my mind.” (113) 

One of the major sources of class and 

regional pride for the Dard-e-Dils was in 

the erstwhile royal cuisine, the grandeur of 

which was kept alive by Masood, who had 

prepared and served food with the proper 

and necessary blend of salt and saffron. 

Indeed it is the memory of Masood’s food 

that enables Aliya to truly understand and 

embrace the class-less border-less future 

imaginary that she theoretically espouses 

in her academic circles. 

“Masood once said to me, ‘Why is it that 

when people exchange recipes they so 

often forget to mention salt?’ I had 

laughed then and Masood, 

uncharacteristically offended that I 

shouldn’t take him seriously, served 

unsalted food to the family that night. 

‘What is this?’ Aba had said, staring 

down in horror at his plate, after just one 

morsel. ‘What is this?’ 

How the absence of a single ingredient 

can alter the meal before you. How the 

absence of a detail can alter a story. 

How much salt had been left out in all 

the stories I’d ever heard from, and 

about, my family? How much salt did I 

leave out when I turned my memories of 

Mariam and Masood into a story? Well, 

I knew part of the answer to that. I left 

out my own reactions.” (178-9) 

Food in Aliya’s narrative becomes a 

metaphor for sexuality and desire, for the 

urge to taste and touch the forbidden fruit, 

for myths and memories, for re-imagining 

her family’s values, the ancestral regional 

strong-hold, and her own complicity in 

perpetuating a prejudiced system of the 

past. This is also reflected early on in her 

attitudes toward Cal or Khaleel, the 

Pakistani-American she meets in London, a 

potential love interest she is excited by up 

until the point when she discovers that his 

family is originally from Liaquatbad, one 

of the poorer regions in Karachi, populated 

by lower class people. Food here becomes 

a marker of Khaleel’s class and regional 

affiliation, which are not subsumed or 

subverted by diasporic success.  

“Khaleel poured his tea into a saucer, 

blew on it and tipped it into his mouth. 

My eyes swivelled round to check that 

no one I knew was watching. ...yes, the 

Butts had succeeded in the US, and you 

wouldn’t even know how humble his 

parents’ origins were, except in 

moments when he revealed little habits 

he’d picked up at home, like slurping tea 

out of a saucer.” (63-4) 

For both Tilo and Aliya, as for many 

others, it is the resolution of their fraught 

relationships with significant people which 

signals a re-making of the self in the 

diaspora. It is not so much about the 

narratives of a heteronormative romance, 
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but rather the point is to inflect even the 

most mundane of the everyday – making 

connections with people, falling in love – 

with meaning and motive. Shamsie and 

Divakaruni invest the romance genre, often 

pejoratively considered to be the realm of 

women, and such narratives of intimacy 

with transformative potential.   

Divakaruni and Shamsie’s novels are 

also characteristic in that they situate the 

romance subplot very firmly in the 

diaspora, such that the romantic conflict 

and its resolution highlight the contentions 

of a diasporic identity. Tilo equates her 

fiery romance with Raven to “the dry 

chilli, lanka...the most potent of spices ... 

[with] its blister-red skin, the most 

beautiful” but “its other name is danger” 

(37). At the end of the narrative, her 

rebellion against the spices to pursue her 

sexual desire for Raven is coincident with 

the 1987 San Francisco earthquake10, and 

she suspects it is lanka’s revenge, thus 

tying the American tragedy with an 

orientalist epicentre. As Gita Rajan notes, 

“the realistic register of the novel, running 

alongside, is based upon Tilo's sense of 

self, her actions in and reactions to the 

people around” (219) and the cosmology of 

her origins steeped in food magic. 

Divakaruni couples Tilo, the Indian 

American, with Raven, the American 

Indian “unmasking the violence wrought in 

misrecognizing and misnaming the other 

                                                           
10San Francisco earthquake of 1989 was a 

major earthquake that struck the San Francisco 

Bay Area, California, US, on October 17, 1989, 

and caused 63 deaths, and nearly 3,800 injuries. 

It was the strongest earthquake to hit the area 

since the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. 

that is embedded in the primal scene of 

colonial encounter in America.” (220) with 

their coupling, disapproved by the spices 

of tradition and subverting popular notions 

of the Immigrant dream (of moving to 

become more ‘white’), they enact a new 

myth and create a new region for 

themselves. The immigrant-indigene 

romance in the strategic location of 

California redefines a diaspora that speaks 

to Tilo’s aspirations, skills and desires. 

What was once the colonial spice route 

from west to east (with all the attendant 

orientalism’s), is first reversed with the 

mystical food magic originating from Tilo, 

the postcolonial spice mistress. And 

finally, when Tilo takes on a new name 

“Maya'' gifted to her by her indigene 

partner, she upends both heritage and 

coloniality to create a postcolonial liquid 

diaspora that is ‘home’ to her.  

Like Tilo, Aliya too is caught between 

two regional imaginaries – the prejudiced 

yet beloved Dar-e-Dil and the diaspora 

with the fluidity of classes and borders – 

and her budding love story, stirring 

nostalgia for Mariam who had defied social 

norms to marry who she loves, highlights 

the internal conflict within her. It is, of 

course, through food that she resolves her 

dilemma and finds her place amidst the 

two contesting value systems. When a 

distant relative of the family chances upon 

Masood’s restaurant in Turkey, Masood 

sends along a parcel of food to his old 

employers in Karachi.  

“To eat that meal was to eat centuries of 

artistry, refined in kitchens across the 

subcontinent. The flavours we tasted 
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were not just the flavours in the food, 

but also the flavours the food reminded 

us of and the flavours the food 

remembered.” (241) 

For the very strictly region-situated 

Dard-e-Dil family, Masood’s situated food 

of their memory had transformed in that 

last meal into a diasporic imaginary that 

inspired tastes of beyond the region. The 

food also tastes of Mariam’s joy and bliss 

beyond the class and regional borders: 

When I tasted that food I saw Mariam in 

a kitchen, a vast glorious kitchen, 

brushing saffron off her husband’s neck 

and dusting it on to her own lips. I saw 

Mariam listing  names of vegetables – 

mooli, loki, bhindi, shaljam, gajjar, 

mattar, phoolgobi – as though the list 

were a ghazal, while Masood kneaded 

mangos to  pulp in a bowl which 

suddenly had four hands, not two, 

intertwining and  pressing. When I 

tasted that food I saw Mariam older and 

happy. (241-2)  

And amidst the diasporic journey that 

Masood’s food and Mariam’s memory 

takes the Dar-e-Dil family on, Aliya seems 

to finally resolve her own contentions and 

generational conditioning. For the first 

time in her narrative, she is able to feel the 

“wonder” of love and the diaspora.  

When the meal was finally over – the 

plates not licked clean, not entirely, 

because that would have meant that the 

cook miscalculated  quantities, but 

nearly so, so very nearly so – Khaleel 

picked up the last  grain of rice on his 

plate and, with everyone else distracted 

by satiation, he placed the wonder of it 

all on my tongue. (242)  

While Tilo’s socio- cultural space in 

Oakland is filled with unwarranted desires, 

struggling immigrants, and a regional 

magic, Aliya’s region reverberates with 

unresolved family conflicts and decades of 

cultivated Naz11, the flipside of which is 

class prejudice. Tilo, the architect of 

others’ immigrant dreams and Aliya, the 

family storyteller and historian, offer new 

readings of a liquid diaspora, of love and 

memory, and of ‘home’. In Shamsie and 

Divakaruni’s narratives, women tell stories 

of things and spaces that prompt 

ambivalence in them, and such ambivalent 

entities are common to most women’s 

stories. Especially in diasporic narratives, 

food, kitchen, family, and love are central 

ambivalences for a woman, and navigating 

the diaspora for a woman necessitates a 

navigation of these mixed feelings. Tilo 

and Aliya offer us some strategies to do 

that – by engaging with the silences and 

gaps, investigating the unreliable, 

evaluating both tradition and modernity 

with a critical lens, discarding what does 

not speak to them and embracing the 

fluidity of self and space. 

                                                           
11Naz is an Urdu word which means an 

intimate sense of pride in one’s own self or 

family. Aliya’s grandmother often uses it to 

side-step questions of class prejudice.  
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Abstract 

Social sciences are an important pole for social and economic 

development in mod-ern societies and towards this end, the role of Social 

Science Research (SSR) in en-riching societies is beyond doubt. To be 

able to play an enabling and meaningful role in public policy making, it is 

imperative that institutions involved in SSR are well governed. This calls 

for the creation of a dynamic and vibrant ecosystem that is re-sponsive to 

the needs of the time. The autonomy of research institutions and the exist-

ence of democratic culture that guarantees freedom of scientific thinking 

and investi-gation is critical to the creation of a research friendly eco-

system. It is only in such an environment that social scientists can operate 

in socially responsible ways in their endeavour to play an emancipatory 

and instrumental role in public policy making at every level — sub-

national, national, regional and global. This calls for a continuous and 

sustained investment in research activities. 

Keywords:Social science, Research culture, Capacity building, social 

science policy. 

1. Introduction 

The importance of Social Science 

Research (SSR)1 in today’s world and its 

                                                           
1Social sciences are a group of academic 

disciplines that focus on how human beings 

conduct themselves in their social and 

behavioural references.  Social science is a 

relatively new field of scientific study that 

gained prominence in the 20th century.  The 

findings of social scientists inform public 

policies, education programmes, marketing 

strategies and other human endeavours. The 

following broad range of disciplines are 

included in social sciences:  Anthropology, 

economics, political science, psychology, 

sociology, geography, development studies, 

role in enriching societies is indisputable. 

By generating scientific knowledge 

through a rigorous process of scientific 

inquiry, SSR has been playing a critical 

role in decoding the dynamics of human 

behaviour and thereby contributing to the 

shaping of public policy. Yet its overall 

influence remains limited. This primarily is 

on account of the huge disparities in 

                                                                              
social history, education, environmental 

planning, human geography, social policy, 

social work, social statistics, socio-legal 

studies. 
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research capacities across countries and 

also across regions within the same county, 

thereby resulting in the fragmentation of 

knowledge. What is visibly absent in the 

Indian context is an enabling eco-system 

armed with governing institutions that are 

equally robust and effective. This 

undoubtedly requires interventions at 

multiple levels, such as a clear funding 

policy and other pro-active endeavours to 

identify gaps in SSR. However, the fact 

remains that policy decisions in India, 

more often than not, are political in nature. 

Though India’s SSR has been contributing 

to public debates and policy formulations, 

its contributions in pushing the frontiers of 

knowledge for further research is not very 

significant. Consequently, these is a sense 

among leading social scientists in the 

country that time has come to develop two 

inter-related components of institutional 

research capacity in social sciences: 

developing a research culture and 

developing capacity building at multiple 

levels — individual, organisational and 

systemic — to carry out high quality 

research. The article attempts at 

highlighting the significance and role of 

social sciences in the contemporary world 

of scientific research. It also examines the 

prospects of reimagining SSR in India 

given the complexities of the challenges 

involved. 

2. Social Science Research: It’s 

Significance  

The significance of social sciences is 

beyond doubt and this gets clearly reflected 

in the demand for social science 

knowledge all over the world. Social 

sciences explores human dimensions of 

society, economy, polity, culture and 

religion and other complex issues such as 

electoral behaviour, democratic processes, 

conflicts in society, market dynamics and 

so on (Thorat & Verma: 2017: 2-3). 

Clearly there is an open acknowledgement 

that knowledge of social sciences serve 

useful purposes. This knowledge is used to 

analyse social change, to feed public 

debate, to develop responses to specific 

social issues and to assist private and 

public policy-making. This precisely is the 

reason that social scientists are active in 

varied ways and capacities. Their services 

are required everywhere — in universities, 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 

political parties, trade unions, firms, 

government and also in the world of media. 

However, the fact remains that social 

scientists have complex relationship with 

the societies in which they operate, where 

they serve as transmitters of knowledge, as 

experts, as observers of social phenomenon 

and as critical thinkers. As most social 

science unfold in the public sphere, social 

sciences have the potential to significantly 

contribute to public discourse provided it 

succeeds in liberating itself from the 

narrowly defined circles of hyper-

specialised intellectual discussions. This in 

turn calls for a system to be in place that 

would: 

 generate scientific outcomes and 

logically consistent empirical 

theories by applying a rigorous 

methodology;   

 encourage the formation of 

sustainable research communities 
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that would secure autonomous 

judgement; and most importantly 

 consider social science and political 

practice as two distinct forms of 

action (Martinelli, 2010: 287). 

Here it needs to be remembered that 

social science like any other science is not 

a form of political activism, but a scientific 

craft geared at constructing a type of 

knowledge that is simultaneously empirical 

and critical in its approach. The debates on 

the relationship between social research, 

political practice and public policy have 

developed throughout history and a 

consistent theme has been about the ways 

in which social science can play a relevant 

role in the public sphere. Clearly there are 

multiple ways in which this happens. 

The first relevant role for social science 

in the public sphere is to educate students 

to develop the knowledge and skills 

required to become public researchers, 

experts, officers, managers, professionals, 

but above all, responsible citizens of open 

democratic societies, where they are aware 

of both their rights and also key obligation 

towards the society. This is a major task 

and is often underestimated in discussions 

of social sciences’s role in the public 

sphere. The second relevant role for social 

science is the articulation of key concepts 

and analytical models for constructing 

social reality. This enables the production 

of empirically tested findings and 

knowledge needed to describe, interpret 

and analyse a social phenomenon. Most 

significantly, it also helps hugely in 

combating prejudices and thereby raising 

the levels of public debate, decision 

making and policy making on key local, 

national and global issues. These issues 

could cover every aspect of social reality 

raging from migration, refugee crisis, 

multiculturalism, global governance, 

sustainable development, climate change, 

welfare security, gender justice, drug abuse 

and even crime control. The third relevant 

contribution of social science to public 

discourse is assessing the priority issues 

that need to be placed on the public 

agenda. This also implies participation in 

the articulation of the public agenda that 

needs to be taken forward. A fourth role 

for social science is to speak the truth in 

the face of power. This involves shaping 

public opinion in democratic polities by 

clarifying complex issues and their 

implications for the broader public. This 

also involves unmasking the power 

relations that underlie and shape social life. 

This not only serves as a corrective force to 

the state, it also hugely enhances the 

democratic legitimacy of the state both 

nationally and globally (Martinelli: 2010). 

A fifth significant role of social scientists 

is to participate as experts and members in 

government bodies to suggest ways and 

means to improve the governance of 

complex social problems. Towards this 

objective, independent research institutes, 

international organisations, NGOs and 

think-tanks alongside other civil society 

actors have an important role to play 

(Smith, 1997). 

It is noteworthy that social sciences are 

an integral part of the preparatory courses 

of the curriculums in renowned global 

institutions that educate future national 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 30 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .



Archana Upadhyay 

elites. Law, economics and political 

science figure as key subjects in the 

curriculum. The career trajectory of top 

politicians, high ranking civil servants, 

legal luminaries and business executives in 

the leading developed countries such as 

Germany, France, UK and USA reveals 

that most of them have a back ground in 

social sciences (Hartmann, 2006). The 

objective is to empower future leaders with 

skills that enable them to understand social 

contradictions and also identify likely 

solutions to specific problems in specific 

contexts. The larger objectives being to 

promote: a) an understanding of the social 

and economic trends in the society and 

their implications for the well-being of the 

citizens; b) social engineering that would 

provide the skills to understand and resolve 

specific social problems; c) critical 

analysis of the functioning of societies, 

individual and group behaviour patterns; 

and d) an analysis of public policies and 

government actions. Social scientists are 

thus deeply involved in the processes that 

eventually come to influence political and 

administrative decision-making. Both as 

participants and providers of reliable 

information they inform the policy process 

through “metaphors, concepts and models” 

(Tarshys &Lachapelle: 2010: 294). 

The idea that emerges from the above 

discussion is that social scientists have a 

huge role to play. From evidence-based 

policy making to shaping agendas, defining 

issues, identifying options and choices of 

actions, their role is enormous. Their role 

also involves the monitoring of the impacts 

and outcomes of policies adopted. For the 

sake of objectivity, these endeavours 

however have to be executed from the 

perspective of semi-detachment and 

relative disengagement. A valid concern 

that arises in this regard is the extent to 

which these roles can be successfully 

performed given the complexities of the 

issues involved. This to a large extent 

would depend on the way social science 

knowledge is produced and, in the way 

global social processes are felt within 

different countries. In other words, this 

implies that the issues of social sciences 

require contextualisation in respect of 

scientific production, material and 

symbolic resources as well as superior 

working conditions that would include 

adequate research infrastructure such as 

availability of funds and generous 

sabbaticals that allow for comparative 

research and contextualisation. Autonomy 

of academic institutions and guaranteed 

freedom of scientific investigation, thought 

and speech are also relevant to the success 

of social sciences. This in turn depends 

upon the existence of democratic 

institutions and a democratic political 

culture in the society at large. The 

international position of the country in 

question, as well as the coalition of 

interests that dominates its domestic polity 

also affect the choice of research topics, 

paradigms, concepts and hypotheses. 

3. Social Science Research in India  

In the context of social science research 

in India, the moot question that needs to be 

asked is how best can India’s social 

science policy be reimagined? What are the 

key challenges? It will not be out of 
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context to highlight the views of the 

renowned American psychologist Gordon 

W. Allport. Way back in 1954 he observed 

in his famous book Nature of Prejudice:  

 

“Social science cannot catch up 

overnight. It required years of labour 

and billions of dollars to gain the secret 

of the atom. It will take a still greater 

investment to gain the secrets of man’s 

irrational nature. It is easier…to smash 

an atom than a prejudice.” (Allport: 

1954) 

This in other words implies that a 

science engaged in the search of the truth 

of human behaviour calls for much more 

greater investments both in terms of time 

and resources. This in other words is the 

biggest challenge before social sciences. 

Prof Allport was clearly referring to the 

unfortunate tendency on the part of the 

state to accord less priority to investment 

in social science research as compared to 

the natural sciences. Priority to investment 

in scientific research is often justified on 

the ground that research in science results 

in gains through new technologies that 

yields evident benefits to humankind. Such 

gains are less visible in the case of social 

sciences. This assessment is certainly far 

removed from reality. There are ample 

examples to suggest that knowledge 

generated by social science research has 

also resulted in social technologies which 

have helped develop solutions that bring 

positive changes in the quality of human 

life. In fact, exploration in social science 

contributes much more. To put it 

succinctly, social sciences are “an 

emancipatory project, a project to enlighten 

and educate and inform. Social science 

knowledge provokes critical thinking and 

the powers of imagination, to speak truth to 

power in their engagement with various 

questions, affecting the society and 

country” (Embong, 2010: xi) 

Independent India, recognised the need 

for promoting social sciences in India as 

early as in 1948 when the University 

Education Commission was set up under 

the Chairmanship of Dr Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan. The Commission 

observed:   

A social scientist has the whole 

community for his laboratory….For a 

proper understanding of human beings 

and the effective management human 

relations, we need to muster all our 

resources in psychology, sociology, 

political /theory, government and 

administration. We need the services of 

competent men trained in institutes of 

economic and social research for 

diagnosing and treating our economic 

ailments. We also need men of 

outstanding ability and force of 

character to work for us on the 

international field. They must be keen 

students of world history and world 

politics and it is up to our universities to 

undertake the important work of 

providing such men (Ministry of 

Education, Government of India [GoI] 

1950:141).   

Later on in 1953, the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) was designated as the 

prime agency to decide on all cases 

pertaining to the allocation of grants-in-aid 
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from public funds to central and other 

universities and institution of higher 

learning. From 1950 to 1970, the UGC 

remained the sole funding agency for 

social science research. The fifties and 

sixties witnessed unprecedented efforts in 

setting up new universities for teaching and 

research in different social science 

disciplines. During this period, the 

Planning Commission of India, set up in 

19502, also played an important role in 

involving social scientists in preparing the 

government’s economic plans and also 

monitoring the execution and impacts of 

these plans. It set up the Research 

Programmes Committee in 1953 to support 

research in social, economic and 

administrative domains. Specialised 

institutes and Centres for Advanced 

Studies in university departments were set 

up to promote research in social sciences 

(Vyas: 1992). Special assistance 

programmes were initiated to strengthen 

research capabilities and grants for 

doctoral and post-doctoral research were 

substantially increased. It was in 1969 that 

Indian Council of Social Science Research 

(ICSSR) was set up with the singular 

objective of promoting social science 

research in India. Its research agenda was 

governed by the National Social Science 

Policy, which required the ICSSR to fund 

social sciences to build theories, encourage 

methodological innovations, undertake 

empirical research and assist in developing 

                                                           
2Formed in 1950, the Planning Commission was an 

institution in the Government of India (GOI) 

assigned with the task of formulating India’s FIve-

Year Plans. It also functioned as an advisory body to 

the GOI at the apex level. 

policies to address the problems that the 

country faced. 

The setting up of similar councils for 

history and philosophy, the Indian Council 

of Historical Research (ICHR)3 in 1972 

and the Indian Council of Philosophy4 in 

1977 were also important milestones in the 

sphere of social science higher education in 

India. The funding for social sciences by 

these agencies has ensured a regular flow 

of resources for research and other related 

activities like conferences, doctoral and 

postdoctoral fellowships, international 

collaborations, publications and capacity 

building of faculty and research scholars. 

Most importantly, it has helped in 

strengthening the research capabilities in 

social sciences. All these endeavours have 

expanded the research output in social 

science research and propelled India to the 

13th rank in terms of volume of research 

output among the 26 most productive 

countries in the world (Thorat &Verma : 

2017:10). The institutions conducting 

social research in India can be broadly 

classified into six categories:  

i. Social science departments and post-

graduate colleges under UGC 

ii. Specialised Universities - Agricultural 

universities and institutes of 

technology and management  

                                                           
3ICHR is an autonomous body under the Ministry of 

Education (GOI). Its primary objective is to foster  

scientific writing of history and promoting high 

standard research 
4ICPR is an autonomous body under the Ministry of 

Education (GOI) assigned with the task of 

coordinating, funding and supporting research 

activities in philosophy and promoting 

interdisciplinary research. 
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iii. ICSSR supported research institutes 

(there are 28 of them) 

iv. Autonomous research institutes 

specialised in social science research 

v. Government supported research units  

vi. Private Consultancy Firms 

Some of the leading social science 

research institutes established in the early 

decade of post-independent India (between 

the 1950s and the 1960s)  included  

Gokhale Institute of Politics and 

Economics, Pune; Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Mumbai; Delhi School of 

Economics, Delhi;  Indian Institute of  

Public Administration, Delhi. In due 

course other research institutes were set up 

such as: Institute of Economic Growth 

(IEG), Delhi; Centre for Developing 

Societies (CDS), Delhi;  Madras Institute 

of Developing Societies (MIDS), Chennai; 

Centre for Policy Research (CDS), Delhi; 

Centre for Social Studies (CSS), Surat; 

Gujarat Institute of Development Research 

(GIDR), Ahmedabad; Giri Institute of 

Development Studies (GIDS), Lucknow; 

Centre for Development Studies 

(CDS),Trivandrum;  Centre for Economic 

and Social Studies (CESS), Hyderabad; 

Institute for Social and Economic Change 

(ISEC), Bengaluru; and Institute of Public 

Enterprises (IPE), Hyderabad.  It is 

significant that the research produced by 

these institutes is referenced in the policy 

documents of the key central ministries 

namely the Ministry of Education 

(formerly Ministry of Human Resource 

Development), Ministry of Rural 

Development (MRD), Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment (MSJE) and 

Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MWCD). It also finds 

reference in the Planning Commission 

reports (Thorat &Verma 2017: 23).  

Research in the social sciences in India 

has been dominated by particular 

disciplines. Traditionally, economics for 

long was the ‘Queen of Social Sciences’. 

Sociology as a subject, also became very 

popular among postgraduate and research 

students. However, in the last few decades 

social science research has grown beyond 

the conventional disciplinary boundaries 

into areas that are pertinent to the current 

global and national socio-economic and 

political contexts. Globalization and 

development have emerged as major areas 

of research. Education and health are being 

researched across various institutes in 

India. Areas related to equitable and 

sustained development, poverty studies and 

urbanisation have also emerged as focus 

areas for research and study. New 

directions in feminist studies, women and 

gender studies, environment with emphasis 

on indigenous knowledge systems are 

some other areas for research. Again, rural 

development has also emerged as new area 

for both researchers and policy-makers. 

Inclusive development is another important 

theme, and so is gender, identity politics 

and the politics of globalization. Caste has 

always been a central category in social 

science discourse in India and there is a 

significant and growing body of work on 

its economic, political and social 

implications. 

With the emergence of cultural studies, a 

specifically Indian school, known as 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 34 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .



Archana Upadhyay 

subaltern studies has developed. Mainly 

represented by post-colonial and social 

historians, subaltern studies challenges the 

strong elitist bias of the writings in modern 

Indian history. By providing an alternative 

framework of analysis the ‘elitist nature of 

social science research’ has been 

effectively challenged by those who 

believe that there is lack of egalitarian 

conditions in the realm of social science 

practice in the country. This line of 

thinking is a critique of the cultural 

hierarchies that operate through the 

existing academic and institutional 

structures in the country (Guru 2002). 

Besides government supported research 

institutions, private research firms have 

also emerged and this umbrella term 

carries considerable diversity. These firms 

are associated with short cycle, 

empirical/survey-based research 

commissioned by multilateral donors, 

private corporate bodies and at times even 

by the Government. The thrust is on 

specific goal-oriented research for 

commerce, marketing, business 

management and other such purposes. As 

the private sector offers better research 

facilities, they do attract the best brains 

from the university system resulting in 

what is described as ‘internal brain drain’. 

4. Trends in Social Science 

Research 

Two diametrically opposite trends are 

prevailing in social science research in 

India. One is the demand for social science 

research with regard to new facets of social 

problems that are increasing. Second is the 

reality that the scale of social science 

research is inadequate and the same is 

unable to meet the criteria of quality and 

scope. Consequently, there is a mismatch 

between theory and empiricism and there is 

also a lot of duplication in social science 

research. Again, despite the 

interconnectedness of various components 

of society - polity, economy, governance, 

social fabric and cultural fabric, what we 

see is that research in social sciences is 

conducted largely on an individual 

component basis, in an isolated manner, in 

an individualist manner. As a result the 

outcome is not necessarily complete - it 

remains wanting on several counts. Also, 

as a majority of the social science research 

is funded by state agencies the possibilities 

of political steering in regard to the subject 

and outcome of research cannot be ruled 

out. Again, the dominance of economics as 

a discipline in SSR has been at the cost of 

other disciplines. It has created a gap in the 

development of social science research in 

India. These clearly are areas of grave 

concern.  

At periodic intervals, there has been the 

reviewing of the status of social science 

research in the country starting with the 

first committee that was set up in 1973. 

This was followed by similar committees 

in 1978, 1986, 2007 and 2011. The first 

four committees were set up by the ICSSR 

and the last committee was set up by the 

Ministry of Human Resources 

Development (MHRD). In the year 2017, 

on behalf of the ICSSR, the Oxford Press 

published an impressive volume titled: 

Social Science Research in India: Status, 

Issues and Policies. It was the first 
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comprehensive exercise ever undertaken 

on the issue of social science research and 

policy in the country since independence 

and was the effort of a team of 31 senior 

researchers from various ICSSR institutes 

from across eight states in the country. 

This exercise was the first serious 

empirical analysis, examining the status of 

social science research in India, probing 

important aspects such as research 

infrastructure, output and quality of 

research and research funding. This 

exercise was of utmost importance given 

the wide implications of the outcome. 

Given the significance of the findings for 

social scientists in universities and 

colleges, it was felt that this study be 

brought to the public domain and not be 

restricted to academic circles. The study 

has brought to the fore the inadequacies on 

three major  fronts — low priority to social 

science research in state and private 

universities, inadequate number of research  

institutes and regional disparities in the 

location of institutes and inadequate 

strength of researchers in the existing 

research institutes. The issues that need 

urgent consideration include the 

strengthening of research infrastructure, 

expanding the volume of research and its 

quality, promotion of some neglected 

disciplines and also international 

collaboration. An expansion of the funding 

of social science research is an urgent need 

and this calls for intervention both by the 

government and private sectors. State 

intervention is also needed to make the 

existing government research institutes 

more research intensive and research 

oriented. Presently, most of them are 

mostly engaged in training activities. 

A major problem in social science 

research that was identified was the paucity 

of teachers and researchers. The average 

number of faculty/researchers in social 

sciences is only 7 in universities and also 

social science research institutes. It is even 

lower in state universities as compared to 

central and private universities. There is 

also a perceptible regional disparity in the 

location of research institutes in India. Of 

the total 159 autonomous institutes, the 

main concentration is in Delhi (54) 

followed by Maharastra (15), and 11 each 

in Kerala, West Bengal and Gujarat. The 

study found that the share of expenditure 

on SSR as percentage of total union budget 

of the central government was 0.025 per 

cent whereas it was 0.86 per cent for pure 

science. While estimating the demand 

supply gap, it was also found that supply of 

funds to SSR is much less than the 

requirement. Given the various streams of 

support, it becomes difficult to estimate the 

exact amount of funds available for SSR in 

India but it can be safely concluded that 

funding in general remains meagre. SSR 

needs a base line of stable funding which 

would allow institutions to attract and 

retain qualified professors and researchers, 

by offering them adequate research 

infrastructure that would support 

innovative research. Brain drain in search 

of conducive academic environment and 

better living conditions has also severely 

affected social science research in India. 

Funding has to be made available for a 
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sufficient period to produce results and 

retain talent. 

The social science departments/chairs in 

university, research institutes engaged in 

social science research form an important 

component of the research infrastructure. It 

was found that out of the 740 universities 

in the country (as of March 2016), only 

about 486 universities housed 2,042 social 

science departments. The disciplines of 

economics, education, law and history are 

greater in number, followed by sociology, 

anthropology, social work, political 

science, geography and psychology. 

Departments in disciplines like national 

security, population studies and strategic 

studies are much less in number. The 

noticeable aspect revealed in the study is 

that the share of private universities has 

been expanding. The private universities 

account for about 35 per cent of the total 

universities in the country. The focus of the 

private universities is mainly on 

professional courses resulting in the 

neglect of social sciences. Of the 311 

social science research institutions in the 

country, 159 are autonomous government 

institutes and it is these institutes which are 

the main hub of social science research in 

the country. These numbers, however are 

not adequate for a country of India’s size 

and complexity. 

 Another worrying aspect that the study 

revealed is the high regional disparity in 

the availability of research infra-structure 

across the states. The same is the case of 

academic journals. About half of the 

existing journals are concentrated in four 

states of India namely Delhi, UP, 

Maharastra and West Bengal and the 

remaining half in the rest of the states of 

the country. A majority of them are related 

to the field of economics, followed by 

education, multidisciplinary subjects and 

law. Thus, both in the spread of research 

institutes and in the publication output, 

there is high regional concentration in 

favour of Delhi, Kerala, West Bengal, UP 

and Gujarat. However, in terms of research 

collaborations, it was seen that a majority 

of ICSSR affiliated research institutions 

have done reasonably well in terms of 

diversifying their research portfolios and 

advancing international collaborations. 

Having said this, it needs to be emphasised 

that though India has the highest volume of 

research in the South Asian region and is 

significantly ahead of many countries in 

the Global South, there is wide disparity in 

research activity and output across the 

country, both in terms of quantity and 

quality. Some premium universities and 

institutes in India have fostered world class 

academic research cultures, knowledge 

production with emphasis on peer review 

and also engagement with international 

intellectual networks and learned societies. 

But the quality of research in a large 

majority of institutions neither confirm to 

international academic standards nor have 

they been able to make significant 

contribution to social science research, 

either theoretical or applied. Also the 

research in Indian social sciences is mainly 

India-centric with the exception of 

international studies. Most of the studies 

do not go beyond the disciplinary 

boundaries and therefore have limited 
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explanatory powers. The ICSSR review 

committees have been consistent in 

highlighting the lack of ‘incisive and 

original analytical studies, poor quality of 

research proposals and shortage of 

qualified researchers’ as areas of major 

concerns in SSR in India. The use of 

vernacular languages as the medium of 

instruction at the post-graduate level have 

also impacted social science research. Lack 

of familiarity with English language can 

act as a fetter. 

Another critical aspect of SSR is that 

many of the challenges that the social 

sciences are expected to address, require 

knowledge beyond the confines of a single 

discipline. Hence it is important to 

encourage interdisciplinary research and 

create institutional mechanisms to take it 

forward. Interdisciplinary research centres 

created with the objective to improve the 

understanding the social aspects of local, 

regional and global challenges is an 

imperative. It is also essential to reinforce 

multilingualism among social scientists. 

Being able to work and collaborate in 

one’s own language while understanding 

other languages has become increasingly 

important in the realm of SSR. In this 

regard, translation, data treatment and 

circulation and collaborative tools require 

specific development. Different networks 

are also required with different purposes 

and memberships. Regional social science 

networks need to work to transcend 

disciplinary, linguistic, gender, 

generational, regional and ideological 

divisions. There is also need to negotiate 

with publishing houses to extend free and 

open access to international peer-reviewed 

journals. National governments, non-state 

actors, agencies, and regional organisations 

also need to increase their support for 

open-access, peer-reviewed journals. 

Governments, research councils, 

foundations and funding agencies should 

pro-actively come forward to provide 

universities and research institutions the 

technology and resources needed to 

support equal access to the most important 

national and international journals in social 

sciences. It is encouraging to note that 

open- source technologies have fostered a 

variety of innovative modes of 

collaboration between social scientists 

across the world. Initiatives aimed at 

developing new digital tools for research, 

collaboration and networking in social 

sciences will therefore be of critical 

importance. 

5. Conclusion 

In an increasingly complex global public 

sphere, social scientists will continue to 

play important roles not just in the analysis 

of key global issues but also in defining 

policy options to deal with them. However, 

to be able to play critical roles in a socially 

responsible way, social scientists must 

fiercely defend the institutions of free 

science and the values of an open society. 

The comprehensive exercise on the state of 

social science research in India conducted 

by the ICCSR study highlights an urgent 

need to rethink the national social science 

research policy. There exists great 

disparities between regions, countries and 

institutions in terms of access to 

knowledge. Although institutional 
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infrastructure exists, the goal of SSR in 

India continues to be ambiguous in the 

absence of a clear strategy for its 

promotion. A robust policy calls for the 

creation of a national culture where 

evidence creation matters as much as its 

uptake in policymaking. This will go a 

long way in building our nation as well as 

strengthen the framework of our federal 

structure. Undoubtedly, the time to do it is 

now, when the global pandemic has 

compelled us to rethink all our priorities. It 

has reminded humankind of the urgency of 

structural and transformative reforms at the 

economic, social, cultural and behavioural 

levels. It needs to be remembered that 

social sciences are not mere academic 

subjects. They are much more than just 

books and journals. They are not just 

documentary evidences. They are 

processes but certainly not isolated 

processes. They are part of the larger 

process of transformations that are 

constantly underway in any society. 

Viewed from this angle, social sciences 

and their current status and future direction 

are reflections of the social transformations 

that are currently underway in our society 

and have the potential to shape our own 

future and the future of our country by 

paving way for a Shrestha Bharat and 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat in the field of 

academics.  This clearly can prove to be 

the stepping stone for self-reliance in every 

other sphere of our national life.
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Abstract 

Food, being the linchpin of society is an intrinsic fragment of culture. 

Food in fact is closely interwoven with culture. Over time food has 

become an identity symbol of a particular culture. People today 

remember and recognize a particular culture through different food items 

prevalent in a distinct cultural setting. Tourism in this context has a very 

important role to play. Tourism enables people across the globe to know 

and visualize various cultures and so is the case with food. Tourism 

enables people to reach out and enjoy the diversity of cuisines across the 

globe and develops a memory of a place, a culture based on that. Today 

food-based tourism is gaining universality and vogue as people are 

curious to explore and enjoy local cuisines. People are developing interest 

in knowing the history behind a particular food item and how it is 

prepared and what significance it holds in that very cultural setting. So, 

the paper aims to look into the close interrelations between food, culture 

and tourism, how it is developing over time and how it can contribute 

towards bringing out the histories of different cuisines hidden in our 

societies. 

Keywords:Food, Culture, Tourism, culinary history, gastronomy.

1. Introduction 

Food, culture and tourism are three 

different terms, each with broader 

meanings. Food and culture are 

interdependent on each other. If both are 

linked to tourism it can give to the visitors 

a real-time and unique experience of a 

destination making it worthy of visit. 

Amalgamating the three can play a 

pertinent role in understanding and 

experiencing various aspects of our society 

at large. It can shell out towards enriching 

and elevating our knowledge about diverse 

local and global culinary and cultural 

patterns across the world followed by 

interesting histories behind how such 

cuisines and cultures were shaped. 

2. Review of Literature 

Vatika Sibalin “Food: Identity of 

Culture and Religion” addresses food as a 

way of communication. The cooking 

methods, use of different ingredients, how 

those were acquired and why a specific 

type of food is consumed helps in 
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understanding culture’s approach to life. 

The article also addresses the widely varied 

food traditions of the world that food 

habits and culinary patterns even varies 

within a similar cultural pattern. 

P.P. Mohanty, Dr. Himanshu Bhusan 

Rout, and Dr. Sapan Kumar Sadualin 

“Food, Culture and Tourism: A 

Gastronomical Triology Enhancing 

Destination Marketing, case study of 

Odisha, India” tries to establish the 

interdependency between food, culture and 

tourism for which they had used the term 

the Gastronomical Trilogy. The study 

reveals that today tourism is more about 

gaining real time meaningful experience of 

the destinations and food can play an 

important role in it by introducing them to 

the local culture and local cuisines through 

it. The study explores the state of Odisha 

as a potential destination for understanding 

the gastronomical trilogy and which will 

further benefit in the field of tourism 

marketing. 

Ms. Gauri Shah and Mr. Kiran Shende 

in “A study on the importance of Food 

Tourism and its impact on Creating Career 

Opportunities amongst the Residents of 

Pune city” explores how food induced 

tourism or can be best called as food 

tourism specially around the local 

Maharashtrian cuisines has  been 

contributing towards generating 

employments opportunities in Pune. 

Jun Wei, and Ryohei Nakatsuin “Leisure 

Food: Derive Social and Cultural 

Entertainment through Physical Interaction 

with Food” emphasizes that the meaning 

and purpose food moves beyond its 

primary function of providing nutrition and 

energy to the body. Food has the capability 

to create social bonding and is a source of 

social and cultural entertainment. The 

study presents the concept of “Leisure 

Food” which seeks to utilize the unique 

potential of food and create new channels 

to derive increased social and cultural 

entertainment from the physical food 

interactions1.  

Greg Richards in “Gastronomy: an 

essential ingredient in tourism production 

and consumption?” addresses the 

increasing importance of local cultures as a 

part of tourism. As an integral part of local 

cultures local cuisines plays the dominant 

role in attracting visitors to a destination 

since food is a symbol of cultural identity 

that has the ability to introduce a person to 

specific cultures. Because “we are what we 

eat”- our food habits, culinary choices, way 

of presenting and serving it and the way of 

consuming it speaks a lot about who we are 

and to which cultural background we 

belonged to. The article highlights the 

economic advantages that can be gained 

from food tourism of a destination.  

Sajna S. Shenoy in “Food Tourism and 

The Culinary Tourist” highlights the role 

of culinary establishments like restaurants, 

cafes, local markets in providing the tourist 

a memorable experience of the local food 

and culture. Moreover the destinations 

aiming to attract the market based on food 

based tourism should ensure the 

availability of food and food related 

activities indigenous to a place and 

                                                           
1Wei and Nakatsu 2012 
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introduce the tourist to the local cuisine 

and culture. 

3. Objective of the Study 

Food, culture and tourism – three terms 

with broad meanings. Food and culture are 

closely related to one another while food 

based tourism which can also be called as 

food tourism or culinary tourism is gaining 

popularity in the recent times due to the 

increasing interest of the people to explore 

global cuisines. Amalgamation of the three 

has the potential to uplift and preserve 

local food and cultural heritage and can 

bring out culinary histories which are 

hidden in our societies. So, the paper aims 

to look into the close interrelations 

between food, culture and tourism, how it 

is developing over time and how it can 

contribute towards bringing out the 

histories of different authentic local 

cuisines hidden in our societies, within 

families and communities preserved in 

memories, authenticity of which might get 

lost in due course of time. 

4. Research Methodology 

For writing the research paper “Food, 

Culture and Tourism: Interrelations and its 

impact on food history” secondary sources 

like books, and articles have been 

incorporated to understand the three main 

components – food, culture and tourism, 

the interrelations between them and how 

they have the potential to reconstruct the 

history of food and cuisines. Also instances 

from the visits to Rajasthan and Assam 

have been cited as examples where 

amalgamation of food, culture and tourism 

were closely witnessed. 

 

5. Discussion 

5.1 Food, Culture and Tourism- 

Interrelations 

Food is everything what we eat that 

provides nourishment to our body and 

keeps us alive. Apart from its main 

purpose, food has got divergent meanings 

and various purposes. Socially food binds 

people together, fabricating a kind of 

bonding. People tend to indulge in food as 

a way of entertainment which gives them 

comfort along with acting as a stress 

buster2.  It is also a salient and essential 

part of entertaining guests. Any festivities 

and celebrations are incomplete without 

food. In religious matter it is a way of 

showing respect to different gods and 

goddesses by offering them varieties of 

delicacies. Culturally, food is an identity 

symbol of a society, a community and a 

place. 

Culture, in simple words, is the way of 

living of a community. In broader sense it 

embraces everything from festivals, 

customs and traditions, attitudes and 

behavioral patterns, religious preferences, 

costumes, language, food preferences, 

dining habits, food preparation methods, 

music, societal norms, and everything that 

defines a community. UNESCO has 

defined culture as the “set of distinctive 

spiritual, material, intellectual, and 

emotional features of society or a social 

group and that it encompasses, in addition 

to art and literature, ways of living 

together, value systems, traditions and 

                                                           
2Wei and Nakatsu 2012 
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beliefs.”3  Food is a part peoples’ lifestyle 

which makes it an essential part of culture. 

Different societies have diverse food 

habits. Food as a part of culture helps in 

the identity formation of a place and of a 

society. 

UNWTO (World Tourism Organization) 

defines Tourism as “a social, cultural and 

economic phenomenon which entails the 

movement of people to countries or places 

outside their usual environment for 

personal or business/professional purposes. 

These people are called visitors (which 

may be either tourists or excursionists; 

residents or non-residents) and tourism has 

to do with their activities.”4  Tourism 

enables people to gather experiences of 

various kinds. It provides people with 

firsthand experience of a destination, 

various landscapes, different climates, 

lifestyles and also food and culture are one 

such experience. Travelling allows people 

to explore and closely witness food and 

culture which is different from their own. 

Similar to the love for shopping local 

products, exploring and tasting local and 

traditional cuisines and trying to 

understand their cultures can add 

interesting and unique experiences to the 

journey. It creates alluring memories which 

the tourist carries with them of the place 

they visited. Food tourism or culinary 

tourism developing based on food and 

culinary patterns are gaining popularity 

due to the increasing love for food amongst 

the masses. Thus, people are becoming 

extremely inquisitive about diverse 

                                                           
3Culture n.d. 
4UNWTO n.d. 

culinary patterns across the globe and 

shows eagerness to try them. 

Television shows, travel magazines, 

websites, food and travel blogs aids in 

developing inquisitiveness in the minds of 

people about a destination. Television 

channels showcasing travel and food 

shows are contributing a lot towards the 

development of this connection between 

food, culture, and tourism. These shows 

host renowned chefs and other celebrities 

who explore different geographical 

locations across the globe and indulge in 

local and indigenous cuisines and some 

also learns to prepare them. Along with 

that they enunciate about the ingredients 

used, utensils, stories behind that particular 

dish, histories, and not to mention the 

significance it holds. Such shows create 

interest in the minds of the audience who 

hopes to experience the same. In this way 

food tourism is gaining popularity. It was 

television shows initially and YouTube 

channels today which document this 

connection.  

In India we have destinations where 

tourism along with food and culture can be 

witnessed. For instance, one can very 

closely witness this connection in case of 

Rajasthan, in the camps in the Thar Desert 

in the Golden city of Jaisalmer. As a part 

of the desert camping every evening the 

camps host cultural events to entertain the 

guests. After completing the desert safari, 

as a part of the package one is taken to a 

camp where women in Rajasthani 

traditional costumes greet and welcome the 

people by putting a tikka on the forehead. 

Thereafter one can enjoy the campfire 
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along with a series of cultural programs 

like Rajasthani folk dance and playing of 

traditional musical instruments. At last, 

one is treated with their traditional 

delicacies like daal baati churma (a dish 

which is a combination three items-daal 

means lentils, baati is a kind of round 

shaped whole wheat bread cooked in 

traditional ovens, and choorma is a sweet 

delicacy made of wheat flour, millet flour 

or semolina), gate ki sabji (gatte is 

basically gram flour dumplings in spicy 

curd gravy5) and several other local dishes. 

In this way one can experience all the three 

things combined i.e., traveling, enjoying 

the beautiful desert landscape of the Thar 

and having a beautiful evening with food 

and culture. In Assam such a beautiful 

amalgamation of the three- food, culture 

and tourism can be witnessed at the 

Kaziranga National Orchid and 

Biodiversity Park which houses around 

500 varities of orchids assembled from 

across the northeast region making it a 

place of tourist attraction. They organizes a 

cultural programme every day to entertain 

the guest which consists of ethnic music 

and dance performances. Here the visitors 

can also enjoy a hearty meal with all 

traditional Assamese dishes along with 

enjoying the beauty around. 

To visualize the beautiful amalgamation 

of food and culture one should visit a 

destination during festival seasons. For 

instance, Durga Puja in West Bengal, Bihu 

in Assam, Chhath Puja in Bihar and so on. 

As during festivals food fairs are organized 

                                                           
5Gatte Ki Sabji 

at many places where traditional cuisines 

are exhibited and some even with live 

kitchen where one can witness the process 

of preparing it. Along with music and 

dance to entertain the visitors. 

Culinary patterns are not the same 

across the entire country. Culinary patterns 

are mostly driven by the availability of 

ingredients in and around the locality. A 

particular dish undergoes variations based 

on the ingredients available locally or are 

modified as per the taste and preference of 

a region. Many a time’s recipes for a dish 

vary from family to family within the same 

region. One best example of such 

variations are the different varieties of 

Biriyanis that we can get across our 

country India. Each state has their own 

style of preparing biriyani, in fact there are 

instances where even a single state has 

multiple variations of the same dish. Like 

Kolkata version of biriyani is different to 

that of Hyderabadi biriyani for which the 

state of Hyderabad is famous for. 

However, Food tourism is just not 

limited to merely eating in local and 

traditional themed restaurants of a region. 

It's more about exploring the roots and 

history of the culinary patterns by going 

into the grass root level and enhancing the 

knowledge about the same.  

5.2 Impact of Food, Culture and 

Tourism in History 

Food choices of the people of a region 

are highly influenced by the geography and 

climatic conditions prevalent in that region 

and the historical background of the place 

and people residing there. Exploring food 

along with travel enriches the travellers 
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with the geographical knowledge of a 

region. One can get to know about the 

local vegetation’s, and reasons for the 

adoption of a specific food choices by the 

local people. 

When people visit a place they tend to 

explore the local cuisines of that place. Not 

only in terms of eating but they tend to 

know the entire process of preparation, 

how it is prepared, ingredients used, from 

where the ingredients have been sourced, 

specialty of that particular cuisine and also 

the history associated with it.  

History tells us about social divisions 

related to food amongst rich and poor, 

about dining habits of the rich and the 

royals, it tells us stories of how people 

survived through minimal food during 

difficult circumstances. But history does 

not talk much about food that the common 

people ate, how they created wonderful 

recipes out of minimum ingredients, stories 

of how several cuisines evolved out of 

difficult circumstances. There are 

enormous stories related to food which are 

hidden in the society and in families which 

are transmitted orally through generations 

or are recorded in family histories but are 

left unexplored. Because what we see 

above the ground has much to do with the 

past. So while travelling one can eat, enjoy 

and dive deep into these histories and 

enhance their knowledge. 

The entire process contributes towards 

the history in a way that it brings out 

various interesting stories related to diverse 

cuisines and cultures. 

 

 

5.3 The search for local and authentic  

Local cultures are becoming extremely 

popular in attracting visitors. Today people 

are interested in experiencing new cultures 

and food is an important part of it. Because 

many times a culture is identified with 

what the people eat. There is a popular 

saying ‘we are what we eat’, the meaning 

of this saying goes beyond the purpose of 

food as physiological needs but from 

cultural point of view we identify people 

and places through local cuisines6.  

Keeping this in mind the tourist 

destinations should focus on providing the 

visitors with local and traditional 

experience of the food and dining which 

could reflect their culture. While doing so 

if the food products are produced and 

resourced locally along with engaging 

local population in the food preparation 

and other services, it will alternatively help 

in generating employment opportunities 

thereby boosting the local economy7.  

The tourist destinations can also 

organize cooking workshops where the 

interested tourists can learn to cook local 

cuisines besides relishing and enjoying 

them. 

6. Conclusion  

In today’s world due to globalization 

where everything is changing, cultural 

fusion is taking place, food menus are 

changing, what is local is being replaced 

by everything global. Changes are 

necessary but within those waves of 

changes maintaining our tradition and 

authenticity of our cultures is the need of 

                                                           
6G. Richards n.d., 3 
7Ibid,p.13 
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the hour. Through tourism efforts can be 

made in reviving the local cultures and 

cuisines. Many people while travelling do 

search for food products, dresses and many 

cultural aspects specific to a region. 

Destinations which can facilitate a real 

time experience of the several cultural 

aspects of a place, of the local people are 

sure to attract visitors and give them 

unique experiences and memories to carry 

with them. So combining food, culture and 

tourism can contribute towards preserving 

our identity and heritage and sustain it to 

our future generation to come.
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Abstract 

COVID-19 Pandemic becomes life threatening and emerging health 

ailment to every community all over the world and turn out to be 

vulnerable and particular to aged people with foregoing health 

consequences such as coronary heart disease, cardiovascular diseases, 

diabetes mellitus, and hypertension and so on. This COVID-19 lowers the 

power of the immunity system of the body thus invites various pathogen 

attack to the body. Nutrients present in the diet plays the primary role to 

decrease the mortality rate due to the occurrence of COVID-19. Adequate 

vitamins and minerals intake helps to boost up the immune system 

mechanism in the body. Along with that, vitamin D supplementation is 

required with special attention for cardiovascular comorbidity patients. 

Vitamin C produces antioxidants and creates a hurdle for the pathogenic 

organisms thus safeguard the immune system in the body. Minerals with a 

special attention to zinc is advised because of its ability to produce various 

enzymes and co-enzymes in company with the production of immune cells 

thus helps to improve immunity system in the body. Appropriate energy 

and protein intake becomes beneficial to upgrade the bio-security of the 

body. Omega 3 and Omega 6 fatty acids are highly recommended to give a 

support to the immune functions. Short chain fatty acids are also advised to 

take to regulate the micro-organisms present in the gastro-intestinal tract. 

Consumption of saturated fat containing foods, sugary beverages, alcohols 

may lead to obesity which turns into a major risk factor for COVID-19 

attack by becoming a precursor for inflammation and aggravate the disease 

conditions. Thus proper nutrition helps to prevent the adverse situation of 

COVID-19 and build up immunity against such viral infectious diseases. 

Having balanced diet and being physically active together with public 

awareness are the only way to survive against this coronavirus infection, 

spread out worldwide. 

Keywords: COVID-19, Immunity System, Nutrients, Balanced Diet.

1. Introduction 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) which is the 

7th human corona virus was first 

determined in Wuhan, which is the 

province of Hubei, China (Bhargava et al., 
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2020, Chen et al., 2019). With the 

inoculation of samples of respiratory tract 

into human airway epithelial cells, Vero E6 

and Huh7 cell lines, helps to trigger to the 

segregation of a novel respiratory virus 

whose analysis of genome analysis proved 

it to be a novel corona virus associated to 

SARS-CoV (Ciotti et al., 2020). The 

patients who have SARS-CoV-2 infection 

may have some common symptoms like – 

fever, shortness of breath, cough and cold 

(Hamming et al., 2004). Gastro-intestinal 

symptoms are also present such as nausea, 

vomiting, abdominal pain and diarrhea 

(Duerr et al., 2007). The patients with 

COVID-19 normally shows decreased 

count of lymphocyte and eosinophil, lower 

hemoglobin values along with increased 

count of WBC, count of neutrophil and 

serum levels of CRP, ALT, AST, and LDH 

(Renu et al., 2020).  The cardio-vascular 

system is usually associated with 

complications such as myocardial 

infraction, heart failure, venous 

thromboembolic events, myocarditis and 

dysrhythmias and so on (Long et al., 2020, 

Wu et al., 2020). COVID-19 pandemic 

inflicts various challenges for every 

individual to maintain a healthy lifestyle 

and healthy diet (Hobbs et al., 2015). Some 

important measures such as social 

distancing and self-isolation are associated 

to be effective in decreasing the spread of 

the virus, demolishing the graph of 

incidence rate and ultimately disease 

confinement (Wang et al., 2019, Wang et 

al., 2020). These proceedings have severe 

reverberation on both food utilization and 

food access (Haug et al., 2007). 

Containment helps to rise up the sedentary 

behaviors along with some activities of 

very low energy expenditure which are 

mainly performed by a sitting posture 

(Scully et al., 2009). Very low physical 

activity levels have negative effects on 

physical health as well as mental health 

(Zhou et al., 2020). The state of lockdown 

during COVID-19 leads to asymmetrical 

eating habits and recurrent snacking both 

of these are correlated with higher energy 

intake and increased the risk of developing 

obesity (Zhu et al., 2020) 

2. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of this paper are- 

• To know about the COVID 19 

associated nutritional background. 

• To know about the nutritional 

profile during post pandemic 

condition. 

• To know about the health status of 

post pandemic patients. 

• To know about the nutritional 

behaviour in the post pandemic 

era. 

3. Research Methodology 

This study is based on secondary 

sources of information as under- 

 Nutrients are the most important one 

to combat COVID-19 and boost up 

the immunity system (Im et al., 

2020). 

 Maximum patients are having 

vitamin D deficiency and Selenium 

deficiency (Im et al., 2020). 

 Vitamin D3 can be tested by using a 

validated liquid chromatography–

tandem mass spectrometry method. 

High-performance liquid 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 48 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .



Ishani Ganguly 

chromatography can also be used for 

testing the levels of vitamin 

Thiamine (vitamin B1) and 

Pyridoxine (vitamin B6), an electro-

chemiluminescence binding assay 

can be done for testing the levels of 

Folic acid (Vitamin B9) and Cyano-

cobalamine (Vitamin B12) and 

inductively coupled plasma–mass 

spectroscopy can be done for zinc 

and selenium (Im et al., 2020). 

 The sample taken from the nasal 

swab or throat swab was used for the 

detection of nucleic acid of SARS-

CoV-2 using real-time reverse 

transcriptase-polymerase chain 

reaction (RT-PCR) and with the help 

of this COVID-19 can be detected in 

individuals. The affected as well as 

the post-COVID patients have 

decreased levels of serum vitamin D, 

Calcium and Zinc. With the testing 

of the blood sample, these levels can 

be detected (Elham et al., 2021). 

4. Discussion 

A balanced diet and healthy life style is 

the key to cope up with the COVID 19 

pandemic and post pandemic situation. The 

deficiencies of protein, calorie as well as 

energy and other specific micronutrients 

such as various vitamins and minerals are 

administered with lower immunity and 

high rate of susceptibility to various 

infections. A proportional intake of zinc, 

iron, selenium and various vitamins like 

vitamin A, vitamin E, vitamin B6 

(Pyridoxine), and B12 (Cyano-

cobalamine)primarily important for the 

conservation of the functions of immune 

system (Naja et al., 2020). 

Recent studies shows that there is a 

great role of nutrition in viral infections 

like COVID-19 and also in post pandemic 

situation. The fat-soluble vitamins such as 

A, D, E, and K whereas various minerals 

like zinc, selenium, cupper etc. play a 

major role in the physiological mechanism 

of the immune system ((Jayawardena et al., 

2020, Wu et al., 2019). Vitamin A helps to 

improve the responses to various vaccines 

and supplements both humoral and cellular 

immunity. The role of vitamin D is salient 

nutrient for old age and defence against 

viral infection. Vitamin D aids innate 

immune responses to influenza A-B, para-

influenza 1–2, and decreased Vitamin D 

level is accommodated with a high risk for 

both upper and lower respiratory tract 

infections like COVID 19 (Jayawardena et 

al., 2020). Vitamin D status plays a bit part 

in anti-viral immunity and pivot on vitamin 

D status in the human body, immunity 

have to be compromised, especially in the 

old people. Vitamin E deficiency is 

distinguished for the impairment of both 

cellular and humoral immunity systems. 

The fat-soluble vitamins has a major part 

in the growth and development of tissues. 

Vitamin C is also helpful for anti-viral 

immune response in rodents and also acts 

as an anti-oxidant (Jayawardena et al., 

2020). 

There are various trace elements like 

minerals which holds up immune functions 

such as Se, Cu, Zn and Mg. Low levels of 

Zn is accommodated with high risk of viral 

infections including COVID 19, and Se has 
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some pleiotropic effects which has ranged 

from antioxidant to anti-inflammatory 

characteristics. Cu plays a role in 

differentiation of various immune cells, 

whereas Mg helps in the synthesis of 

immune proteins such as immune-globulin 

M. Immunoglobulin is one of the main 

targets of antibody who have tested for the 

exposure of COVID 19 (Jayawardena et 

al., 2020). 

Additionally with micronutrients such 

as vitamins and minerals, the essential fatty 

acids also play an important role in 

immune mechanism. The essential fatty 

acids have some modulatory effects on 

immunity and inflammation processes (Wu 

et al., 2019). The EFA and other related 

Long Chain Polyunsaturated Fatty Acids 

(PUFA) acts as a substrate for oxylipins 

(OxL) and endocannabinoids (eCB) which 

are produced by various immune-

competent cells which are the supporting 

system of immense immune functions and 

have a role in modulating the inflammation 

process (Watkins et al., 2019). To prevent 

the inflammation produced during COVID 

and post COVID, a balanced diet is the one 

for the solution. It must incorporates 

sufficient amount of essential fatty acids 

which include both omega-3 and omega-6 

PUFA for OxL and eCB that has 

modulatory and anti-inflammatory effects 

on immune system. 

Vitamin C is majorly known as an 

antioxidant and acts as enzymatic co-factor 

for a lot of physiological reactions in the 

human body, such as production of 

hormones, synthesis of collagen and an 

important part in immune mechanism. 

There is a great advantage of utilizing 

Vitamin C mega-dose with the help of 

prophylaxis programmer in the various 

community to decrease the incidence rate 

of common cold, which is very much seen 

in COVID-19 (Hemila et al., 2013). 

Trace elements like Zinc is known to 

play a principal role in human growth and 

development, helps to maintain the 

immune functions and many more. The 

deficiency of Zn has been connected with 

an increased risk to develop infectious 

diseases, incorporating viral infections like 

COVID-19 (Read et al., 2019). 

Another trace element named Selenium 

or Se has a broad range of pleiotropic 

effects, which has ranged from antioxidant 

actions to anti-inflammatory 

characteristics. Decreased levels of 

selenium has been accommodated with a 

developing risk of morbidity and mortality, 

low immune functions and declining 

cognitive ability whereas a high level of 

selenium in the body leads to antiviral 

effects also seen in COVID-19 and in post 

pandemic (Rayman et al., 2012). 

The present scenario of COVID-19 

pandemic and post pandemic has immense 

positive effects on food and nutrition 

sciences, which has shifted its preliminary 

focus on human development, the 

maintenance of human body and non-

communicable disease (Wu et al., 2019). 

But for the very first time in the glorified 

history of modern nutrition sciences, the 

limelight is lined up to build the correlation 

between overconsumption of nutrients and 

development of a communicable 

disease. There is a great beneficial effects 
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with various combination of vitamins and 

minerals on the anti-viral immune response 

and inflammation process (Jaggers et al., 

2020). 

Last but not the least, physical activity 

is the preliminary tool to maintain the 

health throughout the life in post pandemic 

situation. The advantages of exercise are 

wide in range including some are as 

follows- 

 Daily exercise helps to facilitate 

the use of macronutrients in the 

body.  

 Physical activity promotes the 

health of various organs.  

 Daily physical activity for 30 

minutes helps to maintain the 

metabolic activity and various 

physiological functions in the 

human body (Jaggers et al., 2020). 

5. Conclusion  

COVID 19 is not only affecting our 

body during the onset period but also it has 

spread its effects after the pandemic is 

over. So everyone should maintain a 

proper balanced diet and incorporate some 

amount of exercises in daily life to combat 

the post pandemic complications as well as 

to maintain the cardiovascular and 

respiratory system healthy and active. The 

people should choice their foods very 

carefully so that the plate contains more 

amount of energy, protein, essential fatty 

acids such as omega 3 and omega 6 fatty 

acids, a high amount of vitamins specially 

vitamin C and vitamin D and minerals such 

as Zinc, Selenium, Cupper etc. to maintain 

a healthful and active lifestyle along with 

the avoidance of junk foods which contains 

empty calories and leads to obesity which 

becomes a co-morbidity risk for the 

patients having COVID or the patients who 

are in post pandemic situation. So if 

anyone choice the right ones in their food 

plate, he or she will live heartily.
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Abstract 

The growth and development of Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) have a multidimensional impact on every sector of 

society. ICT has changed how we communicate with each other, how we 

find needed information, work, conduct business, interact with government 

agencies, and how we manage our social lives (Roztocki, Soja & 

Weistroffer (2019). The education sector is also exploring information 

technology for making teaching-learning attractive and useful (Sharma and 

Sharma, 2015) and the trend of online and digital education emerged as the 

most important area of study. Within years, the literature related to online 

and digital education and research studies has immensely flourished not 

only in technology education but in humanities and social sciences. Now a 

day, it becomes a more emerging area of concern. The objectives of the 

study were to provide a comprehensive picture of the research findings 

related to online and digital education and to suggest some relevant 

research gaps that can be worth exploring in the future. The study was 

based on the existing literature on online and digital education and 

discussed narratively. The study revealed that the right attitude and 

intensive training toward using technology to teach online is very essential.  

Integrating online learning systems within the existing curriculum and 

perceived effectiveness based on school locality are needed to be 

considered.  It was also observed that teachers are facing difficulties in 

conducting online classes due to a lack of proper training and development 

for online classes. Technical issues are the major problem for the 

effectiveness of online classes.  The NEP 2020 is an opportunity to reflect 

and change. It is time for action. If we fail to act today, tomorrow we may 

not be there to act. 

Keywords: Information and Communication Technology, online and 

digital education, NEP 2020, right attitude and intensive training, 

effectiveness.

1. Introduction 

The growth and development of 

Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) have a multidimensional 

impact on every sector of society. ICT has 

changed how we communicate with each 

 

Journal of Frontline Research in Arts & Science 

  November, 2022    www.jfras.in 

 

 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 53 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .

mailto:paragdeep2005@gmail.com
http://www.jfras.in/


Rajkhowa & Priyadarshini 

 

other, how we find needed information, 

work, conduct business, interact with 

government agencies, and how we manage 

our social lives (Roztocki, Soja & 

Weistroffer (2019). The education sector is 

also exploring information technology for 

making teaching-learning attractive and 

useful (Sharma and Sharma, 2015). 

Meanwhile, the Covid- 19 pandemic has 

created a phenomenal change in the 

teaching-learning framework worldwide. 

New online and digital technology has 

been adopted by the education systems to 

minimize psychological distances despite 

social distancing. That’s why it is observed 

that there have been a lot of advances in 

educational technology in the last few 

decades and the same proved to be 

immensely useful during this pandemic 

(Chatterjee & Chakraborty, 2020; Dhawan, 

2020). The Natioanal Education Policy 

(NEP) - 2020 in India has underscored the 

developing need for online training in 

India. Several online and digital platforms 

are coming forward to serve immensely 

during the pandemic. Therefore, the 

terminology ‘online and digital education’ 

is becoming popular and effective day by 

day. Online education is nothing but an 

electronically supported teaching-learning 

process that relies on the internet. On the 

other hand, digital education is the 

innovative use of digital tools and 

technologies during the teaching and 

learning process. Hence, online and digital 

education is nothing but the combination of 

online and digital education in the 

teaching-learning process. 

In a developing nation like India, 

education is still a dream for the multitude. 

Though we are living in the 21st century 

there are lots of barriers to the formal 

education system. As formal education is 

not so cost-effective, non-formal education 

system is gaining more popularity in recent 

years. Online and digital education is a 

modern way of teaching and learning by 

allowing learners to study within their own 

periphery of learning without being 

physically present in the educational 

institution. Having the features like free 

access to education for all makes a 

tremendous revolution in all phases of 

education distinctly at the higher education 

level. 

Online and digital education at the 

higher-education level is likely to perceive 

an overhaul in the context of NEP-2020. It 

is the first education policy of the 21st 

century. It aims to address the growing 

developmental imperatives of India. The 

present policy proposes the revision and 

revamping of all aspects of the education 

structure, including its regulation and 

governance, to create a new system that is 

aligned with the ambitious goals of 21st-

century education (NEP-2020, MHRD & 

Government of India). 

The NEP-2020 is a very significant 

route for Indian education in general and 

specific in the context of online and digital 

education. During the pandemic caused by 

Covid-19, it is felt as very essential. That’s 

why NEP-2020 itself says, “The recent rise 

in epidemics and pandemics necessitates 

that we are ready with alternative modes of 

quality education whenever and wherever 
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traditional and in-person modes of 

education are not possible.” (NEP-2020, 

MHRD & Government of India). In this 

regard, the NEP-2020 recognizes the 

importance of leveraging the advantages of 

technology.  

2. Significance of the study 

The literature review is a significant 

part of any research work as well as 

identifying the trend of research. Further, 

the foremost purpose of literature studies is 

to establish a link with the academic and 

research areas relevant to the subject of 

research which can lead to placing a 

foundation for any research endeavour. 

Digital education is largely an 

innovation of the last few decades. 

Technology has significantly brought 

changes in all aspects of human life. 

Technology has shifted face-to-face classes 

to virtual classes. Parents, students and 

teachers have experienced new teaching 

patterns. The ways of teaching and 

learning are transformed and can be done 

at home, in public places, and so on.  

Nowadays, time and place is no longer a 

barrier to teaching and learning activities. 

Online learning is carried out by utilizing 

existing technology through media that 

uses the internet to carry out teaching and 

learning processes such as cell phones and 

laptops. This media will support the 

teaching and learning process through 

available applications such as whats App, 

google classroom and so on.  

The educational environments are 

anticipated as mitigation to unforeseen 

natural and artificial pandemics such as 

Covid-19 in 2020. Significant changes are 

associated with the digitalization of some 

portions of the education system. That is 

why systematic studies in this regard are 

considered as most urgent.  

Since open online courses are the most 

potent means for democratizing higher 

education and bridging the gaps across 

many barriers, the Government of India is 

still supporting MOOCs as free courses. Of 

course, ICT and virtual learning spaces 

will not solve all epistemological, moral 

and economic problems. But we must 

endeavour to provide the best for Higher 

Education through the judicious 

application of ICT sticking to our motto of 

providing quality education for all 

(Chatterjee, 2021). That can only be 

possible through scientific research in this 

area. 

Many countries have responded to rapid 

technological change by reshaping school 

education to develop learners’ capacities 

for working with data and computation. 

Despite the present situation, many nations' 

curriculum now lags behind digital 

education. India is not far from it. To 

mitigate this situation, proper scientific and 

systematic research studies are very much 

essential to frame the curriculum of online 

and digital education. 

3. Title of the study 

In light of the above background and 

justification, the title of the study was 

stated as ‘Dynamics of Online and Digital 

Education: What Research Says ’. 

4. Objectives of the study 

The objectives of the study were:    
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i. To provide a comprehensive picture 

of the research findings related to 

online and digital education. 

ii. To suggest some relevant research 

gaps that can be worth exploring in 

the future. 

5. Methodology of the study 

The study was based on the existing 

literature on Online and Digital Education 

and discussed narratively. In this paper, an 

attempt has been made to review the 

related literature available which provided 

some insights to the investigator for the 

formulation of the objectives of this study. 

The investigator had gone through the 

different theses, dissertations, research 

articles, abstracts, journals etc., and 

observed that different research works 

have been conducted in the area of Online 

and Digital Education in India as well as 

abroad.  

6. Delimitation of the study 

Delimitation in terms of sources and 

period of data is presented below: 

i. Sources of data: All the data were 

based on Secondary sources of 

data collection. The main source 

was the internet, especially open 

sources. 

ii. Period of data: The data 

presented in the study was from 

2011 to 2022 only.  

7. Analysis of the data 

Several studies on Online and Digital 

Education and relevant issues were carried 

out in India and abroad. Since the number 

of studies conducted is of recent origin, 

therefore all the available studies are 

presented in chronological order along 

with a trend analysis of the reviewed 

research studies. 

Studies related to Online and Digital 

Education 

Rayle (2011) conducted a study on 

Principal Perceptions about the 

Implementation and Effectiveness of 

Online Learning in Public High Schools in 

Indiana. The purpose of this quantitative 

study was to determine the principal 

perceptions and demographic relationship 

between the implementation and 

effectiveness of online learning in non-

charter Indiana Public High schools. 

Analysis was prepared to determine 

whether demographic factors played a role 

in the principal’s perceptions of the 

implementation and effectiveness of online 

learning. Factors examined included school 

location, school size, technology and 

support costs, principal’s age, and 

principal’s gender.  The research design 

involved a population of 343 non-charter 

public high school principals serving 

grades of at least 10 – 12. Principal beliefs 

in the implementation and effectiveness of 

online learning were collected using a 44-

item survey. Statistical analysis of the data 

included descriptive statistics regarding the 

mean, standard deviation, and frequency of 

selected items. A Pearson product-moment 

correlation and multivariate analysis of 

variance were used to test the null 

hypotheses. Significance was identified at 

the .05 level. In all, 241 principals of non-

charter public high schools in Indiana 

responded to the survey instrument which 

questioned the perceived level of 

effectiveness and perceived level of 
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implementation of 15 specific uses of 

online learning. The study revealed 

significant findings in the overall 

perceptions of the implementation and 

effectiveness of online learning. 

Significance was also found in one or more 

of the 15 uses of online learning 

concerning the perceived implementation 

based on school locality. In addition, 

significance was found in one or more of 

the 15 uses of online learning in regard to 

the perceived effectiveness based on 

school locality. 

Sari, Suryani, Rochsantiningsih & 

Suharno (2017) conducted a study on 

Teachers’ Perceptions of Digital-Based 

Teaching Material. This study aims at 

describing the English teacher's attitude 

toward digital-based teaching material, 

describing the English teachers' obstacles 

to the development of digital-based 

teaching materials, and describing the 

English teacher’s perception of the 

procurement and development of digital-

based teaching materials. Qualitative 

methodology was used to collect and 

analyze the data obtained from all the 

respondents. The subjects of the research 

were the English teachers of Senior High 

School in Solo. The data collection used in 

this research was questionnaires and 

interviews. The questionnaire was 

specifically designed to answer research 

objectives related to teachers' perceptions 

of the use of ICT in Senior High Schools in 

Solo. In analyzing the data, the researcher 

used qualitative analysis of interactive 

models. The results reveal that the English 

teacher’s readiness towards digital-based 

teaching materials is only slightly more 

than neutral; another finding indicates that 

teachers have the desire to integrate digital-

based teaching materials effectively in the 

classroom. It can be concluded that the 

English teacher at Senior High School in 

Solo needs intensive training in the use of 

digital-based teaching materials to fully 

support the teaching and learning process. 

Situmorang & Mahuraja (2018) 

conducted a study on online learning and 

its challenges for parents. The study stated 

that technology has significantly brought 

changes in all aspects of human life, the 

changes that occur require everyone to 

change from old habits to new habits that 

are not used. Changes in general in face-to-

face classes began to shift to virtual 

classes. Even the elements of education 

have undergone many changes both 

parents, students and teachers. They 

experience new teaching patterns and ways 

of teaching. Learning places are 

transformed and can be done at home, 

public places, and so on. Time and place 

are no longer a barrier to teaching and 

learning activities because they can be 

done online. Online learning is carried out 

by utilizing existing technology through 

media that uses the internet to carry out 

teaching and learning processes such as 

cell phones and laptops. This media will 

support the teaching and learning process 

through available applications such as 

WhatsApp, google classroom and so on. 

Learning brings many challenges and 

obstacles faced by parents in particular. Of 

course, this is a challenge in itself for 

parents in monitoring children's learning 
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activities, especially in the application of 

technology as a learning medium for 

children. 

Garg, Aggarwal, Upadhyay, Kumar & 

Singh (2020) conducted a study on the 

effect of covid-19 on the school education 

system: challenges and opportunities to 

adopt online teaching and learning and 

concluded that school students need to deal 

with various sorts of ecological, electronic, 

and mental battles because of the COVID-

19 pandemic. The whole education system 

from elementary to tertiary level has been 

imploded during the lockdown time of 

COVID-19 in India and worldwide. The 

New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has 

been delivered by the recently renamed 

Ministry of Education. The approach has 

given another face to the Online Education 

System in India. 

Chaurasia (2020) published an article 

on National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: 

A Boon to Online and Digital Education 

and concluded that NEP-2020 seems to be 

one of the best education policies to 

provoke online and digital education across 

the country. The policy has focused on the 

various key issues and challenges of the 

present society and societal needs, for the 

promotion of every class of society. It 

seems to be fully inclusive and 

participatory as well as child-centred in 

terms of teaching-learning and assessment. 

The policy has laid a strong foundation for 

nation-building with a holistic approach to 

the overall development of each and every 

student of the country with their choices, 

their abilities, and producing the best out of 

them. The policy and its recommendations 

can lead India to grow more and more and 

become one of the leading countries in 

terms of digital Education Technology, 

Research, Teaching and a stress-free 

education system across the country.  

Bhaumik, and Priyadarshini (2020) 

conducted a study on the E-readiness of 

senior secondary school learners to online 

learning transition amid the COVID-19 

lockdown. This study attempts to find out 

the e-readiness of senior secondary school 

learners for transition to online learning 

along with their views on this mode of 

learning transaction. The quantitative 

descriptive survey method was used for 

this study. A questionnaire comprising 20 

Likert-type items covering four 

dimensions, viz. access, digital literacy and 

e-readiness, delivery of online learning, 

and online load, was administered on a 

100-student sample from different schools 

of Delhi using non-probability sampling. 

Access to online learning and online load 

on learners were found to be high. The 

study also revealed that only 35.2% of 

learners found online classes as effective as 

face-to-face classes. The delivery of online 

learning by teachers and the digital skills 

of learners were found lacking. The 

geographical scope of the study is limited 

to the National Capital Region of Delhi 

which has better smartphone penetration 

and internet access as compared to other 

states in India. The study concludes that 

online pedagogy and the digital skills of 

teachers and learners need to be 

strengthened for a possible roadmap ahead. 

The study may provide useful insights into 
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the challenges of online learning and areas 

for further improvement.  

Gupta & Gupta (2020) conducted a 

study on e-learning in covid-19 lockdown 

(a case study of primary school students in 

Moradabad city. The impact of the 

lockdown enforcement on the Primary 

school students in the city of Moradabad, 

Uttar Pradesh and the adoption of e-

learning tools and platforms by the schools 

and students were conducted in this study. 

This research paper is an effort to 

understand the response of the students 

from primary classes (1 to 5) toward the 

new concept of the online/ E-learning 

process. With the analysis, the study 

revealed that the response of students has 

been very much towards the positive 

adoption of the E-Learning / Online 

learning process. The teachers are putting 

in more effort to make online learning 

more productive and it is evident that the 

content delivered to the student is pretty 

much effective and the process has fewer 

bottlenecks. The researchers are happy to 

conclude that the process has just begun 

and the limits of the E-learning / online 

learning process have a vast scope in the 

school curriculum. 

Kulal and Nayak (2020) conducted a 

study on the perception of teachers and 

students toward online classes in Dakshina 

Kannada and Udupi District. The study 

aimed at analyzing the perception of 

teachers and students about online classes. 

The analysis was carried out using the data 

collected through two separate structured 

questionnaires for students and teachers in 

Dakshina Kannada and Udupi District in 

Karnataka. Data were recorded in SPSS 

and analyzed by using descriptive 

statistics. The study reveals that students 

are comfortable with online classes and are 

getting enough support from teachers but 

they do not believe that online classes will 

replace traditional classroom teaching. It 

also finds that teachers are facing 

difficulties in conducting online classes 

due to a lack of proper training and 

development for online classes. Technical 

issues are the major problem for the 

effectiveness of online classes. 

Rahayu & Wirza (2020) conducted a 

study on Teachers’ Perceptions of Online 

Learning during Pandemic Covid-19. The 

study investigated EFL teachers’ 

perceptions of online English language 

learning. Their perceptions were analyzed 

in three aspects: perceived usefulness, 

perceived ease of use, and their attitude 

toward online English language learning. 

This study employed a descriptive design 

with a qualitative approach. A survey 

questionnaire and interview were used in 

this study to elicit the responses from 102 

Junior High School English teachers in 

Bandung. The findings of the study 

revealed that the participants showed a 

positive perception of the usefulness and 

ease of online learning systems during the 

pandemic Covid-19. Still, more than half 

of teachers didn’t agree with its 

effectiveness. Even though teachers face 

many online teaching process problems, 

they could show the right attitude toward 

using technology to teach online. 

Coman et. al. (2020) conducted a study 

on online teaching and learning in higher 
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education during the Coronavirus 

pandemic: students’ perspective. The 

research focuses on identifying how 

Romanian universities managed to provide 

knowledge during the Coronavirus 

pandemic, when, in a very short time, 

universities had to adapt the educational 

process for exclusively online teaching and 

learning. In this regard, we analyzed 

students’ perception regarding online 

learning, their capacity to assimilate 

information, and the use of E-learning 

platforms. An online survey based on a 

semi-structured questionnaire was 

conducted. Data was collected from 762 

students from two of the largest Romanian 

universities. The results of the research 

revealed that higher education institutions 

in Romania were not prepared for 

exclusively online learning. Thus, the 

advantages of online learning identified in 

other studies seem to diminish in value, 

while disadvantages become more 

prominent. The hierarchy of problems that 

arise in online learning changes in the 

context of the crisis caused by the 

pandemic. Technical issues are the most 

important, followed by teachers’ lack of 

technical skills and their teaching style 

improperly adapted to the online 

environment. However, the last place was 

assigned by students to the lack of 

interaction with teachers or poor 

communication with them. Based on these 

findings, research implications for 

universities and researchers are discussed.  

Suleiman and Danmuchikwali (2020) 

conducted a study on Digital Education: 

Opportunities, Threats, and Challenges and 

stated that digital education is largely an 

innovation of the last few decades, 

although it already existed in various forms 

slightly earlier. Shortly, the educational 

system environments are anticipated as 

mitigation to unforeseen natural and 

artificial pandemics such as Covid-19 in 

2020 by the significant changes associated 

with the digitalization of some portion of 

the system. This article aims to provide 

valuable perspectives on ICT and digital 

education into its future benefits, risks, and 

challenges of embracing the latest 

technologies in the digital era, and vast 

online open courses.  We have checked a 

profound change in the way we interact 

and generate within academics with the 

advent of internet technologies. Globally, 

the digital revolution favored open access 

to information. Classrooms today have got 

a lot of ICT resources that nearly all the 

teachers have made great strides to 

incorporate digital technology to increase 

access to information and collaborative 

activities for the learners. 

Naik, Deshpande, Shivananda, Ajey & 

Patel (2020) conducted a study on online 

teaching and learning of higher education 

in India during covid-19 emergency 

lockdown the covid-19 pandemic has 

generated a worldwide consciousness that 

the present way of lifestyle does not work. 

Many areas need revolutionary changes 

and it has become obvious, one among 

them is the educational sector. In India, 

educational institutes/universities remain 

closed since the mid of March-2020, 

because of the fast spread of COVID-19. 

An emergency lockdown has been a 
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preventive measure that upended the life of 

students, parents, and teachers. To combat 

these inevitable crises educational sectors 

started conducting online classes. The 

sudden changeover in teaching/learning 

methods has raised new challenges and 

opportunities. In this study, a survey based-

investigation has been carried out to 

analyse the efficacy of online teaching and 

learning method compared to the 

traditional teaching method. A 

questionnaire-based survey is prepared to 

collect the data from different degree 

students, faculties and parents with the 

general public. A total of 874 responses 

were gathered from people of different 

backgrounds who participated in the 

survey. The analysis of collected responses 

confirms that the traditional chalk-and-talk 

methodology is often better than online 

sessions. Results and analysis indicated 

that lack of facilities, infrastructure, 

technical tools, and internet access is the 

major drawback for conducting online 

sessions. The suggestions and 

recommendations are provided to improve 

the current online teaching methods to 

outreach many students and improve the 

quality teaching/learning experience. The 

precautions to be taken by the universities 

to avoid the rapid spread of COVID-19 

cases are high lightened, if 

colleges/universities open before 

vaccination. 

Bordoloi, Das & Das (2021) conducted 

a study on perception towards 

online/blended learning at the time of the 

Covid-19 pandemic: academic analytics in 

the Indian context to understand the 

perceptions of the teachers and learners 

regarding the use of online /blended 

learning modes and to find out the 

prospects and challenges of providing 

online/blended learning in a country like 

India.  The academic analytic approach 

was used for the study. A structured 

questionnaire was designed in Google 

forms covering perceptions of the teachers 

and learners in different Indian 

Universities and Colleges regarding online 

and blended services and analysis was 

done using Google analysis. The study 

concluded that blended learning could be 

the solution for providing education in the 

context of 21st-century India, However, 

unlike in the case of conventional 

education, open education has widened the 

scope of learning adhering to the motto-

“Bring your own device” to learn. The 

extensive use of open educational 

resources, massive online courses, social 

media, and meeting apps during the Covid-

19 lockdown, has opened up the minds of 

knowledge-hungry people, further enabling 

them to receive the necessary educational 

inputs, pieces of training and skills even 

during the current pandemic situation. This 

is going to have a big impact on the ways 

of educational transition in the days to 

come. 

Naveen (2021) published a paper on 

NEP, 2020: Curricular and Pedagogical 

Reforms for Online and Digital Education. 

The paper presents curricular and 

pedagogical reforms for online and digital 

education. It develops a platform for open 

online courses supported by various portals 

in improving the quality of education with 
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the initiatives of the NEP, 2020 policy.  

The recent rise in epidemics and 

pandemics necessitates that HEIs are ready 

with alternative modes of quality education 

whenever and wherever traditional and in-

person modes of education are not 

possible. In this regard, the NEP, 2020 

recognizes the importance of online and 

digital education. 

Jindal and Chahal (2022) conducted a 

study on the Challenges and Opportunities 

for Online Education in India.  Considering 

the rapid technological change, inevitable 

changes in the education sector are going 

to happen. A lot of research is taking place 

to understand the pros and cons of online 

education in comparison to face-to-face 

education. In India, there are a lot of 

challenges and opportunities for online 

education. With a comprehensive literature 

review, in this paper, we have identified 

key factors which will boost online 

education in India. We have identified 

internet penetration; the low cost of online 

education, ease of doing a course, an 

initiative by the government, employer 

recognition and bridging the gap are the 

key factors in the growth of online 

education. Certain factors are creating a 

hindrance in the growth which include 

insufficient digital infrastructure, 

credibility, and language used in online 

education. With the increase in the number 

of internet users in India, the paper also 

looks into what opportunities are there in 

the future in the education sector. 

 

 

8. Trend analysis of the reviewed 

research studies 

The review of the studies cited, reveals 

that 15 studies have been conducted on 

online and digital education and most of 

them are during or later the pandemic 

period. Thus, brief reviews of all the 

studies conducted lead to the conclusion 

that online and digital education is a new 

phenomenon, and Covid-19 has brought its 

emergence very fast. Further, in India 

NEP-2020 is now developing a platform 

for online and digital education supported 

by various portals in improving the quality 

of education. Hence, in light of the above 

discussion, it is hypothesized that the 

present study would result in a positive 

outcome in terms of online and digital 

education. It will also be helpful for 

improvement as well as formulation of a 

plan and program in the near future. 

9. Findings of the study 

Based on the reviews the following 

findings were worked out: 

Objective -1:  

Brief depiction of the research findings 

that have related to- 

a) Importance of online and digital 

education: 

i. To make learning more and more 

learner-oriented, need-based and 

hassle-free.   

ii. The rise in epidemics and 

pandemics necessitates that HEIs 

are ready with alternative modes of 

quality education whenever and 

wherever traditional and in-person 

modes of education are not 

possible. 
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iii. NEP-2020 develops a platform for 

open online courses supported by 

various portals in improving the 

quality of education. 

iv. Students need to deal with various 

sorts of ecological, electronic, and 

mental battles because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The 

approach has given another face to 

the Online and Digital Education 

System in India. 

b) Issues to the teacher: 

i. Teachers didn’t agree with its 

effectiveness. 

ii. Teachers face many problems in 

the online teaching process. 

iii. Teachers have the desire to 

integrate digital-based teaching 

materials effectively in the 

classroom. 

iv. The teacher needs intensive 

training in the use of digital-based 

teaching materials to fully support 

the teaching and learning process. 

v. The delivery of online learning by 

teachers and the digital skills of 

learners were found lacking.  

vi. Teachers are facing difficulties in 

conducting online classes due to a 

lack of proper training and 

development for online classes. 

vii. Technical issues are the major 

problem for the effectiveness of 

online classes. 

c) Issues to the students: 

i. Students are comfortable with 

online classes and are getting 

enough support from teachers. 

ii. They do not believe that online 

classes will replace traditional 

classroom teaching.  

iii. Teachers are facing difficulties in 

conducting online classes due to a 

lack of proper training and 

development for online classes. 

iv. Technical issues are the major 

problem for the effectiveness of 

online classes. 

d) Issues to the parents: 

i. Learning Limitations and Media 

Resources 

ii. Limited time 

iii. Mastery of Technology 

e) Threats and Challenges of Digital 

Education 

i. Computer Literacy 

ii. Lack of Teacher-Student Physical 

Interaction 

iii. Need for Self-Discipline 

iv. Technological Difficulties 

v. Poor Time Management 

vi. Digital Education is not suitable 

for Practical Courses 

vii. Transmitting virus 

f) Ways to effective implementation of 

online and digital education:  

viii. Online pedagogy and digital skills 

of teachers and learners need to be 

strengthened for a possible 

roadmap ahead. 

ix. They could show the right attitude 

toward using technology to teach 

online. 

x. Teachers have the desire to 

integrate digital-based teaching 

materials effectively in the 

classroom. 
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xi. The teacher needs intensive 

training in the use of digital-based 

teaching materials to fully support 

the teaching and learning process. 

Objective -2: Suggestions for Further 

Research:  

Research in any field is never a closed 

book (Singh, 2018). There is always a 

continual need for finding the solution to 

the new problems taking place in the field 

day by day and test the variety of solutions 

to the existing problems. There is a great 

need for more research with diverse 

populations utilizing these measures 

(Murphy, 2003). For further research a few 

suggestions are given below: 

i. The present study was based on 

Secondary sources of data. For the 

validation of the data may be 

collected from primary sources. 

ii. A comparative study may be done 

to find out the differences between 

different stakeholders.  

The above suggestions are not extensive. 

However, they have been enumerated in 

order to indicate the possible studies that 

could be undertaken immediately in this 

important area. Thus, research studies in 

this area support good scope and will 

contribute to making noteworthy 

contributions in the field of online and 

digital education. 

10. Educational implication of the 

study 

Based on the findings of the study 

following implications can be drawn: 

The present study focuses on already 

conducted studies on online and digital 

education. For a better future, it is 

necessary to undertake more research in 

this area to moderate online and digital 

education. Therefore, it is suggested that if 

the policy-makers, educationists, and 

administrators concentrate on this issue, 

things would definitely change for the 

betterment of the academic arena. 

 The whole education system must 

be reconstructed and reoriented to 

meet the emerging online and 

digital needs of teachers and young 

learners. 

 Most of the old teachers are not 

well trained in the recent 

technology application. Teachers 

perceived that they are inferior. In 

this situation, such a type of study 

may help a lot. 

11. Conclusion 

The present study aimed to review the 

research studies online and digital 

education and data were collected from 

Secondary sources available on the internet 

(open sources). The study revealed that 

online and digital education is an emerging 

concept and found more relevant in this 

digital era. Therefore, to identify the real 

nature, their effects, and the ways and 

means to reconcile this particular emerging 

concept, scientific studies as well as 

popularization of the findings of the 

significant studies are felt as very much 

essential. In this regard, NEP-2020 seems 

to be one of the best education policies to 

provoke online and digital education across 

the country. The policy has focused on the 

various key issues and challenges of online 

and digital education. It seems to be fully 

inclusive and participatory as well as child-
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centred in terms of teaching-learning and 

assessment. The policy and its 

recommendations can definitely lead India 

to grow more and more in digital 

Education Technology, Research and 

Teaching to all Indians. Online and digital 

education should be framed as a stress-free 

education system across the country. 
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Abstract 

This research paper illuminates and investigates film studies, 

LGBTIQPA+, queer cinema in general and history of LGBT movies 

produced in Europe in particular. The prime discussion and analysis is 

preceded by introduction, objective, inter-disciplinary and multi-

disciplinary relevance and scope as well as methodology. The discussion 

and analysis section includes issues like cinema; film studies; queer or 

LGBTIQPA+; LGBT cinema; queer cinema as an emerging trend in film 

studies; new queer cinema; types of LGBT movies based on sexo-romantic 

orientation, language and socio-culture, and geographical location; 

European queer cinema; country wise representative sample LGBT films 

of Europe; generation wise brief summary of the history of European 

LGBT motion picture etc. Finally, conclusion and references sum up the 

discussion. 

Keywords: Europe, Film Studies, LGBTIQPA+, Sexo-romantic 

Orientation.

1. Introduction 

This research paper entitled 

“LGBTIQPA+ Movies of Europe: A 

Diachronic Penetration” is a mild effort to 

explore the history of LGBT movies 

produced in the continent of Europe. 

Humanities concentrates in the matters 

related to heart or emotion, imagination, 

human values, qualitative and subjective 

issues. On the contrary, Social Sciences 

relies upon brain or intelligence, real and 

factual data, human conditions, social 

issues, quantitative and objective aspects. 

Film Studies is encompassed within the 

circles of humanities as it is concerned 

about the critical appreciation of the art 

and aesthetics of cinema basically. On the 

other hand, Queer Studies belongs to social 

science as it requires factual data collection 

and quantitative investigation. But, Queer 

Cinema focuses the critical appreciation of 

the art and aesthetics of LGBT movies 

having qualitative and subjective in nature. 

Film Studies itself is a new subject born 

out of Mass Communication and 

Journalism. Again, Queer Cinema is an 

innovative genre emerging within the 

academic discipline of Cinema Studies. 

Hence, the brief history of the LGBT 

movies created in Europe has been the 

prime concern of this research paper. 
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2. Objectives of the study 

The prime Objectives of this research 

paper are mentioned below:  

a. To familiarise cinema in general 

and film studies in particular. 

b. To explain queer or LGBTIQPA+ 

in general and queer cinema in 

specific. 

c. To introduce the country wise 

representative sample European 

LGBT motion pictures. 

d. To summarise the generation wise 

brief history of queer cinema 

produced in Europe. 

e. To compare the history of LGBT 

movies produced in various 

nations of Europe with each other. 

3. Inter-disciplinary & multi-

disciplinary relevance & scope 

This research paper is highly inter-

disciplinary in nature. It embraces History, 

Film or Cinema Studies, Queer-Sexuality 

& LGBT Studies (Gender Studies), Area 

Studies (European Studies), Queer or 

LGBT Cinema etc. in an amalgamated 

fashion. It studies Film History in general 

and Queer Cinema History in specific 

pertaining to the LGBT silver screens 

produced in Europe. The high degree of 

mingling of several subjects is an evidence 

that this paper is inter-disciplinary in 

feature. 

4. Methodology of the study 

The methodology adopted while 

pursuing this research is Descriptive 

Research. The same has been classified 

into several segments according to 

geographical regions as Europe in general 

and different countries in particular as per 

their language, culture and social aura etc. 

This paper is purely explorative in nature 

from the angle of research methodology 

and Internet based Library Work has been 

the process of Sampling Method, Data 

Collection, Data Analysis and Conclusion. 

Years of production and popularity of the 

LGBT movies have been the basic criteria 

to select them as representative queer 

cinema of the country in this list of history. 

5. Discussion &Analysis 

A. Cinema: Cinema is the melting pot of 

sixty six art forms, which are mentioned in 

Natyashastra by Bharat Muni except 

Cinematography and Editing. Cambridge 

Dictionary defines it to be 

“A series of moving pictures, 

usually shown in a cinema or 

on television and often telling a story”. 

A film  is also termed too be cinema, 

moving images, talkie, motion 

picture, celluloid, moving picture, movie, 

picture or photo play. It is a work of visual 

art which simulates experiences. A movie 

communicates stories, emotions, ideas, 

ambience, perceptions, beauty, nava rasa 

with the application of moving images. 

These running pictures are mixed up and 

synchronized with sound and background 

music. The purpose of cinema is 

entertainment, education, information, 

social transformation etc. The three 

fundamental aspects of cinema are literary 

aspect, dramatic aspect and cinematic 

technical aspect. Movies can be sub-

divided as commercial film, art or parallel 

film and fusion film. 

B. Film Studies: Film Studies or Cinema 

Studies is the systematic, scientific and in 
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depth exploration, study, analysis of the 

artistic and aesthetic aspects of the art of 

cinema. It is an academic discipline 

originally practiced under Mass 

Communication which has enjoyed the 

status of an independent subject at present. 

The sole domains of Cinema Studies are 

history of cinema, theories of movie, film 

criticism, appreciation of motion picture, 

cinema review etc. It investigates cinema 

as an art form and a medium.  

C. Queer: Queer is an umbrella term 

engulfing all the types of sexo-romantic 

orientations. Queer is also known as Third 

Gender or LGBTIQPA+, which implies 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Intersex, Questioning, Pansexual, Asexual 

& Plus.  

    Lesbian is an individual who is 

physically and psychologically a female, 

and is sexually and emotionally interested 

in other females. Gay is an individual who 

is physically and psychologically a male, 

and is sexually and emotionally interested 

in other males. Bisexual is an individual 

who may be physically and 

psychologically either a male or a female, 

and is sexually and emotionally interested 

in both males and females equally. 

Transgender is an individual who is 

physically male and psychologically 

female. Again they may be physically 

female and psychologically male too. The 

mind does not support the body of a 

Transgender. Hence, some of them 

undergo medical surgery to change their 

sexual organs according to their mental set 

up and desire. Intersex or She male is an 

individual having upper part of the body 

with female organ while lower part of the 

body with male genital. They are popularly 

known as Kinnar or Hijra in India. 

Questioning is an individual who is not 

confirm regarding own sexuality. 

Pansexual is interested in all the types of 

LGBTIQPA+. Asexual lacks the desire for 

sexual discourse. The term ‘Plus’ indicates 

that there are more categories which have 

not been discovered till date. 

D. Queer Cinema: Queer Cinema is the 

genre of movies depicting the lives, issues, 

problems, acceptance, negligence, 

struggles, sufferings, homophobia, 

bullying, torture, beating, molestation, 

suicide, killing, death penalty, and any 

other matters related to LGBTIQPA+ 

community. It is also termed as LGBT 

Film.  

    Cinema Studies is basically a part of 

Media and Mass Communication. 

Recently, Film Studies has enjoyed the 

status of an independent subject in 

academia. It has also been embraced by 

English and other Literature subjects in the 

recent decades. Though Film Studies itself 

is an analogy of an emerging interface of 

flux, yet, it has welcomed LGBT Cinema 

as a part of it. Hence, Queer Cinema is a 

novel concept which is emerging as a new 

trend of studies in the academic discipline 

of Film Studies of late.  

a) New Queer Cinema: ‘New Queer 

Cinema’ is a cinematic movement 

regarding the independent LGBT movies 

produced during the first half of the 1990s. 

It was film scholar & critic Prof. B. Ruby 

Rich who coined this term in the academia 

for the first time in the journal Sight & 
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Soundduring 1992. ‘Queer New Wave’ is 

another term for it. The LGBT films 

produced after 1990 may be considered 

under the camouflage of this banner. The 

rejection of heteronormativity and the lives 

of LGBT protagonists living on the fringe 

of society are the major themes of New 

Queer Cinema.  

b) Types of Queer Cinema as per Sexo-

romantic Orientation: Queer Cinema can 

be classified as lesbian cinema, gay 

cinema, bisexual cinema, transgender 

cinema, intersex cinema, pansexual 

cinema, asexual cinema etc. based on 

Sexo-romantic Orientation.  

c) Types of Queer Cinema as per 

Language and Culture: Queer Cinema can 

be categorized according to their language 

and culture as English LGBT Movies, 

Spanish LGBT Movies, French LGBT 

Movies, German LGBT Movies, Russian 

LGBT Movies, Italian LGBT Movies, 

Greek LGBT Movies, Portuguese LGBT 

Movies, Dutch LGBT Movies, Swedish 

LGBT Movies, Chinese LGBT Movies, 

Japanese LGBT Movies , Korean LGBT 

Movies, Thai LGBT Movies, Arabic 

LGBT Movies, Hebrew LGBT Movies, 

Hindi LGBT Movies, Bengali LGBT 

Movies, Tamil LGBT Movies, Assamese 

LGBT Movies etc. 

d) Types of Queer Cinema as per 

Geographical Region: Geographical 

Region may be another basis for division 

of queer films. The continents contribute in 

renaming the categories as Asian Queer 

Cinema, European Queer Cinema, North 

American Queer Cinema, Latin American 

Queer Cinema, Australian Queer Cinema 

and African Queer Cinema. Further, it may 

be sub-divided as per country as American 

LGBT Films, Canadian LGBT Films, 

British LGBT Films, Swiss LGBT Films, 

Mexican LGBT Films, Argentine LGBT 

Films, Indian LGBT Films, Philippine 

LGBT Films, Egyptian LGBT Films, 

Iranian LGBT Films, Israeli LGBT Films 

etc. as per their country of production. 

E. European Queer Cinema: The 

LGBT movies produced in the 

countries within the continent of 

Europe are considered under the 

surveillance of European Queer 

Cinema from the perspective of 

Geographical location. Russia is 

located both in Asia as well as Europe. 

Hence, Russian Queer movies may be 

counted to be both Asian and European 

(Eurasian) Queer Motion Picture. 

Some Spanish queer films produced in 

Latin American nations like Argentina, 

Peru or North American country like 

Mexico are not European from the 

continental point of view. Likewise, 

some French LGBT celluloids made in 

Canada or Africa are not European in 

nature. Again, Portuguese movies 

having LGBT themes produced in 

Brazil are excluded from being termed 

as European. Hence, to enjoy the label 

of European Queer Cinema, a movie 

ought to sustain the criterion of being 

produced within any of the countries 

officially included in Europe continent. 

F. Country wise Representative Sample 

of LGBTIQPA+ Movies of Europe:  

a) France: 1) The Eclipse: Courtship of 

the Sun and Moon / L'éclipse du soleil en 
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pleinelune (1907), silent film: directed & 

acted by Georges Méliès.  2) Our Paradise 

/ Notre Paradis (2011): directed & written 

by Gaël Morel.  3) Blue is the Warmest 

Colour / La Vie d'Adèle –Chapitres 1 & 2 

(2013): directed, produced & written 

by Abdel latif Kechiche.  4) Stranger by 

the Lake / L'Inconnu du lac (2013): 

directed & written by Alain Guiraudie. 5) 

Call Me by Your Name / Chiamami col tuo 

nome (2017): directed & produced by Luca 

Guadagnino.  6) Flee (2021), English & 

Danish language 

animated documentary film: directed & 

written by Jonas Poher Rasmussen. 

b) Sweden: 1) The Wings / Vingarne 

(1916), silent film: directed & written 

by Mauritz Stiller. 2)Thirst / Three Strange 

Loves / Törst (1949): Swedish & German 

language movie; directed by Ingmar 

Bergman. 3)The Silence (1963): directed 

by Ingmar Bergman.4)Show me Love / 

Fucking Åmål (1998): directed & written 

by Lukas Moodysson.  5) Tove (2020): 

Swedish, Finnish, English & French 

language movie; directed by 

ZaidaBergroth.  

c) Germany: 1) I don't Want to be a 

Man / Ich möchte kein Mann sein (1918), 

silent film: directed & written by Ernst 

Lubitsch. 2)  Laws of Love: From the 

Portfolio of a Sexologist / Gesetze der 

Liebe: Aus der Mappeeine Sexual 

forschers (1927), silent documentary film: 

directed & produced by Magnus 

Hirschfeld& Richard Oswald   3) Romeos / 

Romeos ... anders als du denkst! (2011): 

directed & written by Sabine Bernardi.   4) 

Free Fall / Freier Fall (2013): directed & 

written by Stephan Lacant.  5) Futuro 

Beach / Praia do Futuro (2014): 

German & Portuguese language movie; 

directed & written by Karim Aïnouz.   

d) Turkey: 1) Leblebici Horhor (1923), 

silent film: directed & written by Muhsin 

Ertuğrul.  2) Ver Elini Istanbul (1962): 

directed by Aydin Arokan.   3) Haremde 

Dört Kadın (1965): directed by Halit 

Refiğ.   

e) Switzerland: 1) Borderline (1930): 

English language movie: directed & 

written by Kenneth Macpherson.  2) The 

Circle / Der Kreis (2014): Swiss German, 

French & German language movie; 

directed & written by Stefan Haupt.  3) 

Knife+Heart / Un couteau dans le cœur (A 

Knife in the Heart) (2018): French 

language movie; directed & written by 

Yann Gonzalez.   4) Beyond the Horizon / 

Le milieu de l’horizon (2019): French 

language movie; directed & written by 

Delphine Lehericey.  5) My Little 

Sister / Schwesterlein (2020): Swiss 

German language movie; directed by 

Stéphanie Chuat &Véronique Reymond.  

f) United Kingdom: 1)First a 

Girl (1935): directed by Victor Saville.  2) 

My Beautiful Laundrette (1985): directed 

by Stephen Frears & Written by Hanif 

Kureishi.  3) Edward II (1991): directed & 

written by Derek Jarman. 4) Mrs 

Dalloway (1997): directed by Marleen 

Gorris, based on the 1925 novel of the 

same name by Virginia Woolf.  5) Bend it 

Like Beckham / Kick it Like Beckham 

(2002): directed, produced & written 

by Gurinder Chadha.  6) I can't Think 

Straight (2008): directed & written 
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by ShamimSarif.   7) Weekend (2011): 

directed & written by Andrew Haigh.   8) 

Poshida: Hidden LGBT Pakistan (2015), 

documentary film: directed by FaizanFiaz 

and others.  9) The Secret Kiss (2017): 

directed & written by Richard Mansfield.  

10) God's Own Country (2017): directed & 

written by Francis Lee.   

g) Italy: 1) Germany, Year 

Zero / Germania anno zero(1948): 

German, English & French language 

movie; directed, produced, written & 

music by Roberto Rossellini  2) Fellini 

Satyricon / Satyricon (1969): Italian & 

Latin language movie; directed & written 

by Federico Fellini.  - II (1980): French 

language movie; directed 

by ÉdouardMolinaro. 3) 

Pasolini (2014): Italian, French & English 

language movie; directed & written 

by Abel Ferrara.  4) Arianna (2015): 

directed, produced & written by Carlo 

Lavagna.  5) Human Factors (2021): 

German, French & Flemish language 

movie; directed & written by Ronny 

Trocker.  

h) Spain:1) Diferente (1962): directed by 

Luis Maria Delgado.  2) Law of Desire / La 

ley del deseo (1987: directed & written 

by Pedro Almodóvar.  3) Nico and 

Dani / Krámpack (2000: directed & written 

by Cesc Gay.  4) Burnt Money / Plata 

quemada (2001): directed & written 

by Marcelo Piñeyro.   5) Bulgarian 

Lovers / Los noviosbúlgaros (2003): 

Spanish, English & Bulgarian language 

movie; directed by Eloy de la Iglesia.   6) 

So my Grandma’s a Lesbian! / Salir del 

ropero (2019): Spanish & English 

language movie; directed & written by 

Angeles Reine. 

i) The Netherlands / Holland: 1) Therese 

and Isabelle / Thérèseet Isabelle (1968): 

French & English language 

movie; directed & produced by Radley 

Metzger.  2) Caged / Uitgesproken (2013), 

Dutch language short film: directed, 

produced & written by Dylan Tonk& Lazlo 

Tonk  3) Boys / Jongens (2014): 

Dutch language movie; directed by Mischa 

Kamp.  4) New Queer Visions: Right 

beside you (2020), Dutch, French, English, 

Spanish & Portuguese language anthology 

of six short films: directed by François 

Barbier, Samuel C. Montes de Oca León, 

Joe Morris, Claire Zhou, Maria Augusta V. 

Nunes& Francois Barbier.  5) 

Benedetta (2021): French language 

movie; directed & co-written by Paul 

Verhoeven.  

j) Denmark: 1) Daddy, Darling (1970): 

English language movie; directed 

by Joseph W. Sarno.  2) Pretty Boy / 

Smukkedreng (1993): directed & written by 

Carsten Sonder.  3) Nymphomaniac / 

NYMPHOMANIAC (2013): English 

language movie; directed & written by 

Lars von Trier.                  4) Human 

Factors (2021): German, French & 

Flemish language movie; directed & 

written by Ronny Trocker.   

k) Belgium: 1) The Devil's 

Nightmare / The Devil Walks at Midnight / 

La plus longue nuit du diable (The Devil's 

Longest Night) / La terrificante notte del 

demonio (The Terrifying Night of the 

Demon) (1971): French language movie; 

directed by Jean Brismee.   2) Wild 
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Side (2004): French, English & Russian 

language movie; directed & written 

by SébastienLifshitz  3) Puppylove (2013): 

French language movie; directed & written 

by DelphineLehericey.  4) Raw / Grave 

(2016): French language movie; directed & 

written by Julia Ducournau.  5) Summer of 

85 / Été 85 (2020): French language 

movie; directed & written by François 

Ozon.   

l) Greece: 1) Blue Passion (1977): directed 

by PavlosFilippou.   2) Boy Prostitute 

(1985: directed by OmirosEfstratiadis.  3) 

Safe Sex (1999): directed & written 

by MichalisReppas & ThanasisPapathanasi

ou.  4) Jesús (2016): Spaniah language 

movie; directed & written by Fernando 

Guzzoni.   5) Ex (2020): directed by 

George Markakis. 

m) Norway: 1) Life and Death / Livogdød 

(1980): directed 

by PetterVennerød & SvendWam.   2) All 

about my Father / Alt om min far (2002), 

biographical documentary film: directed, 

written & cinematographed by Even 

Benestad.   3) Thelma (2017): directed & 

written by Joachim Trier.   

n) Hungary: 1) Another Way / Egymásra 

nézve (1982): directed & written by Károly 

Makk and co-directed by Janos Xantus. 2) 

This I Wish and nothing more/ 

Nincsennekemvágyam semi (2000): 

directed by KornélMundruczó.  3) 

Colette (2018): English language 

movie; directed & written by Wash 

Westmoreland.  

o) Portugal: 1) Der Rosenkonig (1986): 

directed by Werner Schroeter.  2) The 

Phantom / The Ghost / O 

Fantasma (2000): directed, written & 

edited by João Pedro Rodrigues.  3) The 

Ornithologist / O Ornitólogo (2016): 

directed & written by João Pedro 

Rodrigues.   4) Until Porn Do us Part / Até 

Que o Porno Nos Separe (2018): directed, 

written & edited by Jorge Pelicano.  

p) Russia: 1) 100 Days Before the 

Command / Stodney do prikaza (1990): 

directed by Hussein Erkenov. 2) Father 

and Son / Otetsisyn (2003): directed by 

Alexander Sokurov.  3) You I 

Love / Yalyublyutebya (2004): directed, 

produced & written by Olga 

Stolpovskaja & Dmitry Troitsky.  4) 

Siberia and him (2019): directed, 

produced, written, acted & edited by 

Viatcheslav Kopturevskiy.   

q) Luxembourg: 1)The Merchant of 

Venice (2004): English language movie 

based on the drama of the same name by 

William Shakespeare; directed & written 

by Michael Radford. 2) The Ordeal / 

Calvaire (2004): French language movie; 

directed & written by Fabrice Du Welz.   

3) House of Boys (2009): English, French, 

German & Luxembourgish language 

movie; directed & written by Jean-Claude 

Schlim. 

r) Romania: 1) Love Sick / Legături 

bolnăvicioase(Sickly Relationships) 

(2006): directed & produced by Tudor 

Giurgiu.  2) Beyond the Hills / După 

dealuri (2012): directed & written 

by Cristian Mungiu  3) Poppy Field 

(2020): Romanian, English & French 

language movie; directed by 

EugenJebeleanu. 
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G.Brief Summary of the History of 

European Queer Cinema: 

a) First Generation of European LGBT 

Movies: The first generation of European 

queer cinema encompasses the silent era of 

world cinema between 1901 and 1930, 

which is contributed by France, Sweden, 

Germany, Turkey and Switzerland. The 

first ever torch bearer LGBT movie in the 

entire history of European queer cinema is 

the French silent cinema from France 

entitled  The Eclipse: Courtship of the Sun 

and Moon / L'éclipse du soleil en 

pleinelune (1907); directed & acted by 

Georges Méliès, even prior to the World 

War-I.  The record of the second oldest 

European LGBT celluloid is grabbed by 

the Swedish silent film from Sweden 

labelled as The Wings / Vingarne (1916); 

directed & written by Mauritz Stiller, 

which is followed by the Germansilent 

movie from Germany named  I don't Want 

to be a Man / Ich möchte kein Mann sein 

(1918); directed & written by Ernst 

Lubitsch, during the World War-I. The 

Turkishsilent motion picture from Turkey 

christened as Leblebici Horhor (1923); 

directed & written by Muhsin Ertuğrul also 

joins the list. Finally, the English language 

sound talkie from Switzerland known as 

Borderline (1930); directed & written 

by Kenneth Macpherson concludes this 

age. 

b) Second Generation of European LGBT 

Movies: The second generation of 

European queer cinema emerges at the 

dawn of the period of the sound talkies 

between 1931 and 1970. This era has been 

enriched by the United Kingdom, Italy, 

Spain, the Netherlands and Denmark. The 

pioneer queer movies in each of these 

various European countries during this 

phase are the British English language 

talkie from the United Kingdom famous as  

First a Girl (1935); directed by Victor 

Saville, which has been followed by the 

German, French & English language 

celluloid from Italy christened as Germany, 

Year Zero / Germania anno zero (1948); 

directed, produced, written & music 

by Roberto Rossellini. The milestone 

LGBT cinemas during the 1960s are the 

Spanish language cinema from Spain 

called Diferente (1962); directed by Luis 

Maria Delgado, which has been followed 

by the French & English language movie 

from the Netherlands namely  Therese and 

Isabelle/ Thérèse et Isabelle (1968); 

directed & produced by Radley Metzger as 

well as the English language film from 

Denmark named Daddy, 

Darling (1970); directed by Joseph W. 

Sarno; which have contributed to the 

warehouse of the European LGBT cinema 

of this period. 

c) Third Generation of European LGBT 

Movies: The third generation of European 

queer cinema encircles the age between 

1971 and 2000, during the emergence of 

the concept of ‘New Queer Cinema’. The 

leading countries during this phase of the 

queer cinema movement in Europe are 

Belgium, Greece, Norway, Hungary, 

Austria, Poland, Portugal and Russia. The 

first LGBT movie representing each of 

these countries are as follows:  The French 

language motion picture named The Devil's 

Nightmare / The Devil Walks at Midnight / 
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La plus longue nuit du diable (The Devil's 

Longest Night) / La terrificante notte del 

demonio (The Terrifying Night of the 

Demon); directed by Jean Brismee as well 

as the English language film called 

Daughters of Darkness; directed & written 

by Harry Kümel, both of which have been 

produced from Belgium in the same year 

1971. The next country is Greece with the 

Greek language celluloid called Blue 

Passion (1977); directed by Pavlos 

Filippou. The last contribution of the 

decade is the Norwegian Language film 

from Norway labelled as Life and 

Death / Livogdød (1980); directed 

by Petter Vennerød & Svend Wam. The 

fresh entries in the list of the 1980s are the 

Hungarian language cinema from Hungary 

entitled Another Way / Egymásra nézve 

(1982), directed & written by Károly Makk 

and co-directed by Janos Xantus, which is 

followed by two motion pictures produced 

in the same year 1984 from two different 

countries. One is the German language 

movie from Austria christened as Wiener 

Brut (1984); directed by Hans Fadler as 

well as the other is the Polish language 

motion picture from Poland named 

Sexmission / Seksmisja (1984); directed, 

produced & written by Juliusz Machulski.  

Finally, the Portuguese language celluloid 

from Portugal entitled Der Rosenkonig 

(1986); directed by Werner Schroeter, 

along with the Russian language cinema 

from Russia entitled 100 Days Before the 

Command / Stodney do prikaza (1990); 

directed by Hussein Erkenov conclude not 

only this third generation era of European 

LGBT cinema, but the entire 20th century 

too.                       

d) Fourth Generation of European LGBT 

Movies: The fourth generation of European 

queer cinema spreads from 2001 to the 

year 2020, which has been contributed by 

Luxembourg, Romania and Bulgaria. The 

English language movie christened as The 

Merchant of Venice; directed & written by 

Michael Radford, based on the drama of 

the same name by William Shakespeare, 

along with the French language cinema 

namedThe Ordeal / Calvaire; directed & 

written by Fabrice Du Welz, both produced 

in Luxembourg in the same year 2004 are 

the fresh entries at the threshold of the 21st. 

century. The next in the queue is the 

Romanian language celluloid from 

Romania entitled Love Sick / Legături 

bolnăvicioase(Sickly Relationships) 

(2006); directed & produced by Tudor 

Giurgiu. Finally, the ultimate entry into 

this list is the Bulgarian language short 

film from Bulgaria namedYou are 

Beautiful (2015); directed by Hristo 

Poriazoff.  

 

6. CONCLUSION: In order to conclude 

this research paper, it must be confessed 

that the History of European Queer Cinema 

is richer enough than the histories of 

LGBT movies from the other continents. 

These LGBT motion pictures are classified 

into four categories as first, second, third 

and fourth generations of European queer 

cinema with the application of the temporal 

demarcation lines of years. France, being 

the torch bearer and inventor of movie 

camera is the maker of the first ever queer 
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film on this planet. The Netherlands, being 

a liberal nation regarding LGBT 

acceptance has contributed a large number 

of LGBT film. Another LGBT friendly 

country Belgium is not lacking behind. 

Though Luxembourg is a small country, 

yet it has produced several queer movies, 

as the law approves homosexuality in this 

land. Though Russia is a leading and large 

nation, yet very few LGBT films are 

observed in Russia. The contribution of 

queer cinema by the countries like United 

Kingdom, Ireland, Germany, Spain, 

Portugal, Italy, Greece, Switzerland, 

Turkey, Austria, Hungary, Poland, 

Romania, Bulgaria, Denmark, Sweden, 

Norway, Finland etc. are average 

according to their socio-cultural ambience. 
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Abstract 

This Paper is an attempt to explore how the dynamics of history impacted the Nineteenth 

Century literary world of Assamese and British Literature specifically focussing on 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s novel LAHORI and Thomas Hardy’s FAR FROM THE 

MADDING CROWD. Nineteenth century was the budding phase of Assamese Novel and 

it was a flourishing moment for British Novel. In the evolution of Assamese novel 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s contribution is immense. So, here the Assamese novelist 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s novel LAHORI is taken into account. On the other hand, 

Thomas Hardy was a   foremost regional novelist of the nineteenth century England. On 

an apparent level both the novelists do not chime in with an absolutely different literary, 

topographical and cultural background behind them. Moreover, at the time of Gohain 

Boruah’s appearance on the literary scene of Assam, novel was in its infancy. But for 

English novel it was a flourishing moment. Thomas Hardy wrote fourteen novels and 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s were two---Bhanumoti and Lahori. Both the novels of  

Gohain Boruah are based on the background of Ahom days, portraying some vivid  

historical moments imbibing in contemporary social ambience though not a historical 

novel as such in the real sense of the term. On the contrary Hardy’s novels are set in the 

Wessex and depict the moment of a fast changing world in an age of technological 

development. Affinity between the two novelists is that both of them belong to the same 

age i.e. the nineteenth century and their creations express the universal appeal of love.  

Here in this paper, an effort would be made to conduct a comparative analysis of   Gohain 

Boruah’s  novel Lahori and Hardy’s Far from the Madding Crowd. So, this paper is 

inspired by the intention of shedding light how history plays an important role in shaping 

literary creation thereby creating a literary history. Thus with a view to creating a history 

with an objective eye, the less trodden world of Assamese novel at the very initial stage 

of its genealogy through the comparison of Gohain Boruah’s novel with Hardy’s work 

highlighting the basic thrust of comparative literature are to be considered here.  

Keywords: Dynamics, History, Comparative, Novel.

1. Introduction 

This paper is an attempt to explore how 

the significant moment of history impacted 

the Nineteenth century literary world 

specifically focussing on   the realm of 

novel of Assamese and British. Nineteenth 

century was the budding phase of 

Assamese Novel and it was a flourishing 

moment for British Novel. In the evolution 

of Assamese novel Padmanath Gohain 

Boruah’s contribution is immense.  So, 

here the Assamese novelist Padmanath 
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Gohain Boruah and his creative ambience 

is taken into account which has been 

flourished in the budding phase of 

Assamese novel.  The novel as a genre in 

Assam sprouts as a result of “the western 

system of education that was introduced by 

the British administration” (Borua, 167). 

So, it is inspired and also profoundly 

influenced by the west. Here, in this paper, 

the Victorian novelist Thomas Hardy is 

also considered to get a panoramic view of 

the socio historical reality of a faraway 

land through the literary domain of west. In 

Assamese Literature novel traversed its 

journey in Arunodoi with the translation of 

Bunian’s Pilgrim’s Progress as 

JatrikarJatra. But it is acknowledged that 

in the real sense of the term novel in 

Assamese literature begins with Pamanath 

Gohain Boruah’s Bhanumoti which has 

been published in Bijuli (a remarkable 

journal of Jonaki age). On the other hand, 

Thomas Hardy was a   foremost regional 

novelist of the nineteenth century England.  

On an apparent level both the novelists do 

not chime in with an absolutely different 

literary, topographical and cultural 

background behind them. Moreover, at the 

time of Gohain Boruah’s appearance on the 

literary scene of Assam, novel was in its 

infancy. But for English novel it was a 

flourishing moment. Both the novels of 

Gohain Boruah were based on the 

background of Ahom days, portraying 

some vivid historical moments imbibing in 

contemporary social ambience though not 

a historical novel as such. On the contrary, 

Hardy’s novels were set in the Wessex and 

depict the moment of a fast changing world 

in an age of technological development. 

Affinity between the two novelists is that 

both of them belong to the same age ie the 

nineteenth century and their creations 

express the universal appeal of love. 

Because in spite of cultural differences, 

their works are centred on the same 

temporal space. So, this investigation is 

based on the basic principle of comparative 

literature i.e. universal appeal of literature 

may be merged in a glocalized universe 

pronouncing the fluidity of literary passion 

in a more marked way bringing out the 

significant role of history in shaping 

literary text thereby recreating history. 

Thomas Hardy wrote fourteen novels and 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s were two---

Bhanumoti and Lahori.  For the 

convenience, here in this endeavour 

Gohain Boruah’s Lahori and Hardy’s Far 

from the Madding Crowd will be taken 

into account for particular 

reference.Furthur, any creative writing is 

always conditioned by the age or milieu of 

his/her socio-historical reality.  So, here an 

effort has been made to illuminate the 

literary domain of Padmanath Gohain 

Boruah and Thomas Hardy in the light of 

New Historicism highlighting the historical 

moment and historicity of literary text. As 

literary work is a product of the time, place 

and historical circumstances and not an 

isolated work of art so, this research 

venture would be a study in this direction. 

2. Review of Literature 

In this paper an endeavour is made to 

study Padmanath Gohain Boruah and 

Thomas Hardy in relation to historical facts 
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as articulated in their texts and the actual 

happenings of history. The novels of Hardy 

have been so much commented upon that 

any new effort to deal with them inevitably 

involves a difficult task. Traditional 

scholarship stresses the tragic vision of 

Hardy’s novels. The author’s profound 

melancholy and grim resignation fascinates 

readers as subject for critical enquiry. 

From 19th century onwards we find a large 

number of eminent scholars addressing 

themselves to a study of Thomas Hardy’s 

novels. The purpose is to understand the 

enormous strength of the novels of the 

author who still remains one of the most 

widely appreciated English novelists. The 

earliest critical appreciation of Hardy’s 

works started in the nineteenth century 

which predominantly concentrated on 

Hardy’s stoical pessimism and his sense of 

the inevitable tragedy of human life. The 

whole issue of Hardy’s pessimism was 

raised by R.H. Hutton in a review of The 

Mayor of Casterbridge published in 

Spectator (5th June, 1886), Lionel 

Johnson’s ‘The Art of Thomas Hardy’ 

(1894) tried to give a new dimension to 

Hardy’s work focusing on his 

disagreement with Hardy’s general 

sentiments and appreciated his fine 

imaginative power and skill as a writer. His 

stress on certain aspects of Hardy’s novels 

like the choice of powerful characters and 

their clash with men of more modern 

experiences, his concept of erotic love and 

predominance of certain tragic curve in the 

development of his plot etc. provided 

valuable information on Hardy’s work. 

However commenting on Hardy’s later 

novels in ‘Novels of Character and 

Environment’ (1912), F Manning identifies 

tragedy as the central preoccupation of 

Hardy’s later novels which is derived from 

the depth and richness of his emotional 

nature. DH Lawrence (1914) condemned 

Hardy for not allowing his characters to 

assert and live by their own innate vitality. 

Placing Hardy’s novels in the tragic 

context, Virginia Woolf (1928) appreciated 

the poetic power in his novels. Hardy’s 

critic Jean Brooks (1971), put emphasis on 

the poetic element which explains and 

justifies the tensions and seeming 

contradictions of his art. The study of Tony 

Tanner (1968) and David Lodge (1966) 

was based on the ‘poetic’ principle of 

Hardy’s style. The poetic approach had the 

great merit of concentrating attention on 

the words and its evocative power which 

invalidated the preoccupation of earlier 

critics with his excessive use of chance and 

co-incidence and pessimism. From 1870 

onwards, in the criticism of Douglas 

Brown, J. C. Maxwell, biographical and 

sociological strain was to be found. In the 

twentieth century understanding of Hardy, 

feminist criticism marked a shift in 

emphasis. Feminist critic like Elaine 

Showalter (1979) Kristin Brady (1986) 

made an important contribution to the 

understanding of Hardy’s work from 

feminist perspective. A significant trend of 

Hardy’s criticism developed in twentieth 

century with the deconstructionist critic 

like George Wooten, John Goode. The 

other major contemporary development in 

Hardy studies was in the field of textual 

scholarship with the meticulously detailed 
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work of editors like Simon Gatrell, Juliet 

Grindle and Dale Kramer. Hardy’s 

criticism takes a new turn with the 

publication of structuralist critic J Hillis 

Miller’s Thomas Hardy: Distance and 

Desire (1970). Although there are 

considerable variations between individual 

critics, the wide divergences in critical 

method and approach have been opening 

up new possibilities in Hardy criticism. 

Padmanath Gohain Boruah’s huge 

contribution towards Assamese literature is 

acknowledged  and thereby recognized by 

many Assamese scholars like Harichandra 

Bhattacharya (1956), Birinchi Kumar 

Boruah(1964), Hem Boruah (1970), 

Prahlad Kumar Boruah (1973), Sailen 

Bharali (1975),  Maheswar Neog (1978), 

Prafulla Kataky (1978), Lila Gogoi (1986), 

Nagen Saikia (1988), Hiren Gohain (1991), 

Homen Borgohain(1993), Gobinda Prasad 

Sarmah (1995), Mahendra Bora (1997),   

Satyendranath Sarmah (2004), 

Upendranath  Sarmah (2012) and the 

Gohain Boruah Scholarship throughout the 

ages established him as  a path finder of 

Assamese literary world particularly 

contributing to the world of Assamese  

novel.  But regarding Padmanath Gohain 

Boruah though he was a historian too no 

scholarly write up yet observed the 

historian within this litterateur focusing on 

this particular aspect illuminating the 

historical insight shaping his novels. 

Though a strong linearity of  scholarship of  

both the novelists has been perceived,   in 

conjunction with historical turn,  a 

comparative analysis of  this  Assamese 

novelist  with a British novelist had not 

been pursued before. So this research paper 

analyzes with textual reference the 

historical impulse behind their narrative 

fabric and finds out new meaning in the 

theme presented in the form of different 

fables. Thus this perspective would give a 

better implication of their vision; hence 

this effort to study the novels in the light of 

a new perspective throws some light on the 

understanding of the novels discovering a 

unique pattern with historical turn. 

3. Methodology 

This paper is intended to explore the 

literary domain of Padmanath Gohain 

Boruah and Thomas Hardy in the light of 

New Historicism illuminating the historical 

moment and historicity of literary text. In 

New Historicism, literary work is 

considered a product of the time, place and 

historical circumstances and not an isolated 

work of art. Critic like Louis Montrose 

talks about the historicity of texts and 

textuality of history. Texuality of history 

refers to the fact that history writing is 

about interpreting the past for the sake of 

present. While formulating history, always 

it is written with the historian’s present 

context and with its need in mind and 

historicity is the historical actuality of 

events engraved in a literary work--- 

conceptually historicity is the quality of 

being part of history which focuses on the 

true value of knowledge claims about the 

past. So, this study is an endeavour in this 

direction.  Moreover, while interpreting, 

certain recourse is taken to the concept 

contrapuntal in relation to texts finding 

affinity to Edward Said’s interpretation of 

“contrapuntal” in his book Culture and 
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Imperialism. The ‘contrapuntal way’—a 

new way  of reading literary text as stated 

by Said, “Such readings rest upon the fact 

that any fiction refers to a complex of 

material, knits layers of meaning of 

complexities of life and reality that have 

been drawn from actual world--- actual 

people, places, institution, practices.” 

Reading contrapuntally implies moving 

back and forth between internal and 

external standpoint on the work’s 

imaginative projection based on 

reality/history. So, it is meant to 

interweave and mutually qualify 

sometimes superimpose the legitimate 

claims of internal or intrinsic readings of a 

text on the one hand and the claims of 

various external critique on the other 

creating a counterpoint to the narrative. 

While traditional reading cannot shed light 

on some hard truth of harsh historical 

moment, contrapuntal reading brings into 

fore such silenced narrative of real world 

and here lies the relevance of this study. 

Thus the present study is an attempt to 

arrive at a critical understanding of the 

Nineteenth century literary narrative 

illuminating the historical colouring within 

it reconstructing a unique trajectory of 

historicity of literary world to sing the 

unsung. 

4. Relevance of the research 

paper contributing to history  
It is attempted here to highlight how 

literary creation can give us glimpses of 

contemporary society, culture of that   

historical moment thereby simultaneously 

reconstructing a historical reality. Thus 

with a view to creating a history with an 

objective eye, the less trodden world of 

Assamese novels at the very initial stage of 

its genealogy through the comparison of 

Gohain Boruah’s novel with Hardy’s work 

highlighting the basic thrust of 

comparative literature are to be considered 

here. The   appeal of literary creation is 

universal irrespective of geographical 

social and cultural even temporal 

dimension. So, literature can be an 

adequate vehicle to create a sense of unity 

and brotherhood in this diverse world as it 

is the expression of human heart. In fact 

the basic objective of this research work is 

to explore the unexplored, to focalize the 

unilluminated aspects concentrating on its 

promising literary features in digging out 

the hidden historical facets mirroring 

cultural, social and even economic 

dimension of contemporary world tracing 

the historical trajectory.  Thus, the 

fundamental impulse behind this 

investigation is to convey an overall idea 

of historical insight and reality as reflected 

in the literary scenario of the nineteenth 

century Assamese novels in relation to the 

nineteenth century British novels with 

particular reference to Padmanath Gohain 

Boruah and Thomas Hardy. So, this 

venture would create a new perspective of 

looking at history as history here is 

perceived taking a literary turn 

simultaneously in a polyphonic way 

literary world also is impacted by the 

historicity of actual world holding forth a 

unique, objective trajectory.  

5. Analysis  

LAHORI has been described by the 

author as LOKHIMI and it begins with a 
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historical moment—tyranny and torture of 

the Burmese “Maanor din” 

Ajio sei durdanta maan-jatir asurik 

atyasaror kotha sunile sokulu 

tukibologiya hoi. Agor diniya burha 

manuhor mukhe sei atyasarot huwa 

asomiya manuhor dukh durgotir kotha 

sunile, ajioo lora suwali bhayat asthir 

hoi (Gohain Baruah, 419). 

It talks about the first invasion of the 

Burmese.Thus at the very outset of the 

novel we get a lively description of Ahom 

days with some true personages from 

history such as Purnananda Burhagohain, 

Ruchinath Gohain, Badan Chandra 

Barphukan, Kirtinath Buragohain etc. But 

in the turmoil of Burmese tyranny a 

successful love story is developed in the 

plot of the novel – the love of Lahari and 

Kamal. Lahari was the daughter of 

Kirtinath Burhagohain designated as 

dekaphukan and his beautiful wife.  Lahari 

was their percious daughter of that affluent 

family, because after much effort and 

treatment they were gifted with Lahari: 

Kirtinath Gohainr bohudinor asha puron 

hobor agontuk milile.  

Tar pasot, jotha soamayat teor jnynwati 

aru gunawati bharjyar Pora eti sundor 

aru sulokhyana kanyar labh hol; 

Kirtinath aru teor 

bharjyar antorot anadar sima nathaki( 

Gohain Barooah,420). 

Thus vivid picture of Ahom days is 

perceived here. The first chapter entitled 

Pampur depicts the childhood of Lahori. 

the second chapter entitled Rongpur is  the 

description of history—and historical event 

i.e. preparation of a secret conspiracy to 

demolish the kingship of Chandrakanta 

Simha entrusting this responsibility to 

Purandar Simha: 

Kintu seibuli Ruchinath 

Buragohain dangoriya aaukoniya 

hoi bohi nasil; teu tolet ole soinya-

samonta gutai loi akou ujaboloi 

karbar korile. Chandrakanta Simha 

Swargadewak bhangi, Rajeswar 

Simha Swargodewar bongshor 

Purandar Simha Gohain dewak 

Raja patiboloi teu mone mone 

thikkorile. (GohainBarooah, 421)  

In this chapter we get a description of 

another Ahom family—Santiram Gohain 

Boruah, his virtuous wife and son Kamal 

Gohain Baruah. Eventually the novel 

expresses love between Kamal and Lahori. 

Unlike the tragic end of Bhanumati, it 

declares triumph of love after much trial 

and suffering of both the protagonists—

male and female. Particularly the female 

protagonist Lahori shows strength of her 

resolute mind personifying patience and 

endurance and here lies the uniqueness of 

her character in the backdrop of 19th 

century reality. 

The novel Far from the Madding 

Crowd is intended as a pastoral tale by 

Hardy celebrating the vanishing rural life 

nostalgically, The focus of this fiction on 

rural life and environment fits in with the 

trend of new middle and upper classes of 

wanting to preserve old England and their 

anxiety that much of its cultural heritage 

could be lost forever if change continued. 

Hardy succeeded in his early intention of 
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writing Far from the Madding Crowd as 

“pastoral tale” because he wrote a novel 

about sheep and shepherds with a 

traditional subject matter in the traditional 

manner by portraying rural life 

nostalgically. The numerous pastoral 

scenes weave a rural texture in Far from 

the Madding Crowd and here Hardy’s 

knowledge of the agricultural world 

expresses itself in richly connotative prose.  

In Far from the Madding Crowd, 

Gabriel Oak, the romantic and patient lover 

of Bathsheba Everdone is the chief 

representative of Hardy’s pastoral ideal, a 

“pastoral king” who retains a quiet 

authority partly through his associations 

with the values of an idyllic pastoral world. 

He naturally courts Bathsheba by taking a 

present of an orphaned lamb. However, the 

element of pastoral are rooted with realism 

in the rituals of the farming calendar such 

as sheep shearing and harvesting etc giving 

meaning to the life of agricultural 

community. The rhythms of agricultural 

life without change for hundreds of years 

against the transience of individual lives 

are implicit in the novel. Many chief 

characters of the novel have experienced 

transformation--Bathsheba, Oak, Fanny, 

Bold wood, Troy but the sheep washing 

and the sheep shearing go on. Thus 

celebration of past is a powerful and 

persistent in the narrative of the novel. 

According to Benjamin, “Historicism 

depicts the ‘eternal’ picture of the past; the 

historical materialist, an experience with it, 

which stands alone” (Thesis XVI). 

Benjamin argues against the idea of an 

“eternal picture” of history and prefers the 

idea of history as a self-standing 

experience. Thus, Benjamin states “It 

means to seize hold of a memory as it 

flashes up at a moment of danger” (Thesis 

VI). Theses on the Philosophy of History. 

Hardy in this novel wants to recreate and 

eternalize the ‘Rural England’, so here he 

makes the classic rural time scale in which 

the temporal chime with the eternal—the 

sense of permanence of a deep rooted past 

is heightened by the peasant characters. 

Industrialization had negative impact 

on the Victorian world i.e. on an idealized 

agrarian England along with positive. 

Because, industrialization brought about 

evils of exploitation, pollution and urban 

squalor. As Birgit Plietzsch has suggested 

that rapid and constant social and 

economic transformation created an 

awareness among the new middle and 

upper class about protecting England’s 

cultural heritage. So, in the Victorian 

England a reverse development is seen, 

marked by a return to traditional culture, 

old social values. The ‘rural backwardness’ 

was no longer considered negative, rather 

rural space was seen as a place of stability, 

tranquillity. Because of this redefinition of 

Social Values, it is perceived the survival 

of rural culture and in the narration of the 

novel the historicity of spirit comes to be 

articulated and echoes of the past 

apprehended in such a way that the reader 

becomes suspended temporarily. Hardy 

exploits the intervention of the past 

through the plot device of the return and an 

insistent architectural description of the 

distant past. 
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6. Conclusion: 

Keeping in view the presence rather 

recurrence of historic sense in both the 

novels of our concern, it can be said 

beyond any reasonable doubt that 

preservation of ‘pastness’ gives momentum 

to the poignancy of the novel. Gohain 

Barooah’s Lahoriis based on the 

background of Ahom days refracts life and 

reality of past moments; as such history is 

the root of society reflecting culture. At the 

same time literature is also an instrument 

of aesthetic representation of life and 

reality. But in the process of aesthetic 

representation, literature is bound to be 

more real than true and history seems to be 

more true than real. In order to give an 

aesthetic dignity, any literary creation with 

affinity to historical facts has to be 

fictionalized. In this sense, interpretation of 

the novel Lahori with historical concern 

revitalizes the past and the fictionalized 

world became poignant and more 

meaningful with this concern. Hardy’s Far 

from The Madding Crowd also recreates 

the monuments of past and ‘pastness’ in 

his novel. Fast vanishing rural world 

appeared in this novel recurrently whereby 

glorifying the historic sense of the past. 

Past is an inevitable part of life and the 

present of a nation or race is always based 

on past. So, preservation of past articulates 

vitality and vigour of a race or nation. 

Thus, in both the novels fictional world 

becomes more meaningful with the 

illumination of the historical moments. At 

the same time both the novels express a 

vision of a better world transgressing the 

sufferings in an antagonistic adverse world. 

Though both the novels are not historical 

novel as such, yet ‘historicity’ is preserved 

in the narration of both the novels and the 

author unfold the cultural and historical 

mediations in it. 
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I 

It is difficult to have one definitive 

definition of indigenous peoples. Some 

time they have been referred as “Adivasi’ 

(original settlers) or ‘Dalits or ‘Semi tribal’ 

people. Interestingly, there has been 

dispute over exact meaning of the term 

‘peoples’ also. Some scholars are not in 

favour of using the term ‘people’ in regard 

to indigenous peoples. Because it implies 

right of secession (Right to self-

determination) and independent statehood. 

In fact, they are more comfortable with the 

words like tribe and populations. The 

covenant of the League of Nations referred 

to non-self-governing or colonized peoples 

as “indigenous people”. In 1951, the 

international labour organization’s 

convention No. 107 has defined indigenous 

people as “those which having a historical 

continuity with per-invasion and pre-

colonial societies consider themselves 

distinct from other sectors of societies now 

prevailing in those territories” 

(N.Jayapalan, 2000). 

Due to confusion over the definition of 

indigenous people, the UN. The World 

Bank and the International Law apply four 

criteria to distinguish indigenous people. 

a) This group, live within 

geographically district ancestral 

territories. 

 

 

 

 

b) They tend to maintain distinct social, 

economic and political institutions 

within their territories. 

c) They typically aspire to remain 

distinct culturally, geographically and 

institutionally rather than assimilate 

fully in to national society. 

d) They self-identify as indigenous or 

tribal, 

In the light these facts, it can be 

deduced that indigenous people are 

those that have historically belonged 

to a particular region, before its 

colonization and have different 

cultural, linguistic, traditional 

cultural of that region or state. 

Indigenous people are scattered all 

over the World. In some parts of the world, 

there are few indigenous people, while in 

other parts, they may number into the 

hundreds of thousands. At present they are 

covering 70 countries World Wide. Over 

the years, many indigenous groups have 

been wiped out due to diseases and policies 

of extermination. 

Over a long period of time, the 

indigenous people have been demanding 

certain specific rights for themselves. 

These are: 
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(i) Right to self-determination (the human 

rights concept of self-determinations 

could result in any group qualifying as 

a “people” and being allowed to 

establish their own country or self-

governing unit- Elisabeth Reicher, 

2003). 

(ii) Right to ownership, control, 

management of traditional territories, 

lands and natural resources. 

(iii) Right to preserve their social orders 

and cultures without external 

domination or interference. 

(iv) Right to govern, use, manage, regulate, 

recover, conserve and renew water 

sources without interference. 

(v) Right to maintain their distinct 

political, economic and legal systems, 

while maintaining a right to participate 

in these systems within the state. 

(vi) Right to maintain their distinct 

political, economic and legal systems, 

while maintaining a right to participate 

in these systems within the state. 

On June 29, 2006, The United Nations 

Human Rights Council adopted the UN 

Draft Declaration on the rights of the 

indigenous peoples. The Declaration 

emphasizes the right of indigenous people 

to maintain and strengthen their 

institutions, culture, traditions and to 

pursue their development in accordance 

with their aspirations and needs. 

Unfortunately, this draft declaration was 

not accepted by the countries like US, 

Australia and New Zealand, despite the 

opposition of these countries, the UN 

General Assembly eventually adopted the 

Declaration on September 10, 2007. 

Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the 

USA voted against the Declaration. While 

143 nations voted in favour of it. Now, 

attempt has been made in several countries 

to protect the rights of the indigenous 

people. In India also, the article 46 of 

Directive principles of State Policy 

provides for the promotion of the interest 

of indigenous people. At present there are 

60 million Adivasi Communities in India.  

Despite the recognitions of these rights 

by the UNO, the interest of the indigenous 

people have been undervalued and at times 

deliberately marginalized by the state or 

other agencies. Displacement, land 

alienation, depletion of water sources, 

impoverishment, cultural and identity crisis 

have marked the recent history of the 

indigenous people of India. Tribes are at 

the verge of losing their rights on land. 

Another threat to the indigenous people is 

deforestation. Deforestation has resulted in 

soil erosion and thermal contamination of 

water. Since forest economy is essentially 

a women’s economy, the economy of 

deforestation is felt more by tribal women. 

On the other hand, dam projects, have 

threatened their way of life. 

In the face of these violations, the 

indigenous people have rebelled from time 

to time to establish their rights. Some of 

the notable movements of the indigenous 

people of India are Narmada Bachao 

Andolan, Anti land alienation and Forest 

protection agitation. Basically, the struggle 

of the indigenous people centre around the 

issues of land, forests, water, culture, 

communication and identity etc. 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 87 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .



Adil-Ul Yasin 

Indigenous people aspiring for a situation, 

where there will not be any cultural 

subjugation, economic exploitation and 

politico-socio marginalization. 

II 

The economic, social, religious and 

cultural life of indigenous peoples are very 

much dependent on the traditional 

environment. This environment is under 

threat from dominant and explotative 

groups. This very environment includes 

human beings, plants, animals, water, soil, 

air, land, oil and other elements available 

on the earth. The welfare of the indigenous 

people and sound environment are 

interlinked with each other. Of late, there is 

a depending environmental crisis all over 

the world. Environmental degradation in 

terms of greenhouse gases, carbondioxide 

emission, thinning of ozone layer and 

deforestation have been a threat to the 

wellbeing of indigenous people. Therefore, 

in recent times the concept of the right to 

safe and clean environment has emerged as 

a basic human rights (A.U. Yasin and A. 

Upadhyay, 2004). The government of India 

has given a constitutional status to 

environmental protection. Part IV of the 

Indian constitution declaration that the 

state shall endeavour to protect and 

improve the environment by safeguarding 

the forests and wild life of the country. 

Some environmentalists are critical of 

indigenous people’s treatment of the 

environment specially in connections with 

deforestation. But other have argued that 

many indigenous people for decades have 

accumulated important knowledge and 

traditions that allow them to work with 

nature rather than to destroy it. The 

potentially high economic value of 

pharmaceuticals derived from medicinal 

plants used by indigenous people generates 

interest on this issue. The interesting fact is 

that now MNC’s have been indulged in 

“biopiracy” whereby biological resource 

used by indigenous communities openly 

for generation have been patented. Thereby 

the indigenous people have been deprived 

to use own local plants and other sources. 

One noted Indian scientist and activist 

Vandana Shiva commented, “Biopirary 

and patenting of indigenous knowledge is a 

doubt theft, because first it allows theft of 

creativity and innovation and secondly the 

exclusive right established by patents on 

stolen knowledge steal economic option of 

every survival of the basis of our 

indigenous biodiversity and indigenous 

knowledge. Overtime, the patents can be 

used to create monopolies and make 

everyday products highly priced” (Anup 

Shah, 2007). As for example, in Texas a 

company called Rice Tea took out the 

patents on Basmati rice and have created 

genetically modified Basmati rice, while 

selling it is a normal Basmati. At present, 

there were more than 100 Indian plants 

awaiting grants at the US patent office. 

Presently, the most vulnerable 

communities to climate change are 

indigenous people occupying marginal 

rural environments. Climate change will 

result in increased frequency and severity 

of storms, floods, draught and water 
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shortage. It has been already found that 

water ate being polluted into destructive 

uses through the diversion and damming of 

water system, mineral extraction and 

mining of ground water for industrial and 

commercial purposes. Realizing the gravity 

of the situation, the Indigenous People 

Water Declaration was made on 18 march 

2003 at Japan. Through this declaration, 

the indigenous people challenged 

government ownership of water, 

construction of large infrastructures, 

corporation, the privatization and 

commoditization of water.  The 3rd World 

Water Forum, Kyoto, declared “our 

relationship with our lands, territories and 

water is the fundamental physical cultural 

and spiritual basis for our existence… We 

assert role as caretakers with right and 

responsibilities to defend and ensure the 

protection, availability and purity of water. 

We stand united to follow and implement 

our knowledge and exercise our right of 

self-determination to preserve our water 

and to preserve life” (Indigenous Peoples 

Kyoto Water Declaration, htm.) 

It seems the climate change, logging, 

dam projects and other environmental 

degradation have adversely affected the 

indigenous people. 

III 

The North-East India is the region 

which consist of a large number of tribal 

population with different languages, belief, 

culture, customs and tradition. Out of 

seven North-Eastern states, the tribal 

people are majority in four states and in the 

remaining three states also tribal people 

have a very significant presence. On the 

other hand, North-East India is recognized 

as one of the twelve biodiversity hot spot 

in the world. (Biodiversity is the variability 

among living organism including diversity 

within and between species and ecosystem- 

O.P. Singh, 2003) 

In Assam, the river Brahmaputra and its 

tributaries are the life line of indigenous 

people. The Brahmaputra valley is 

crisscrossed with a huge number of rivers, 

large and small as well as stream and 

rivulets. The Brahmaputra is fed on its 

course through the Valley no less than 57 

tributaries on its North bank and 33 on its 

South. The tribal people of Assam like 

Kachari, Lalung, Miching, Dimasa, Rabha, 

Garo, Chutia and Moran etc are living on 

the both sides of river Brahmaputra and its 

tributaries (Anup Dutta, 2001) The water 

and fishes are the life support system of 

these indigenous people.  

Unfortunately, the North Eastern region 

is facing several problems of 

environmental contamination. The rate of 

air, water and soil contamination is 

increasing day by day. Deforestation, 

irrational use of natural resources, erosion 

of traditional values and lack of awareness 

aggraved the situation. Of late, the river 

Brahmaputra and its tributaries have been 

polluted by the industrial wastes, village 

wastes, dumping ground of urban filth and 

plastic materials. The oil spill on the rivers 

deter the growth of green foliage. As a 

consequence of it, the sweet water fishes 

have virtually extinct. (Zahid Hussain, 

2003)   
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Another potential threat to the lives of 

indigenous people of North East India is 

that the Govt. of India is planning to 

convert North East India into a power 

house by trapping its hydro power potential 

to the maximum. These mega dams project 

will definitely have impact on the 

biodiversity and on lives of indigenous 

people of North East India. Noted social 

scientist, Monirul Hussain has given a 

detailed critical report on such projects. 

Here, one such report has been produced in 

verbatim. “One such proposed mega dam 

project on the river Pagladiya. The 

Pagladiya is one important tributary of the 

Brahmaputra. The construction of dam, 

roads, reservoir and cannals will lead to 

displacement of about 1 lakh five thousand 

people from their land and homes. About 

3400 across of land will be acquired for the 

project. This will directly affect their 

livelihood. Most of the potential victims 

are poor peasants and a large number of 

them are tribal, mostly Bodes”. (Monirul 

Hussain, 2008) 

“Another recently completed Rangamati 

Hydro electric project under NEEPCO 

located in Arunachal Pradesh has highly 

proved defective. The project diverted the 

river Rangamati through a 9 kilometer long 

tunnel to the river Dikrong. Consequently 

the quantum of water in the river Dikrong 

has increased substantially including heavy 

floods in the downstream of Lakhimpur 

district regularly. On the other hand, river 

Ranganadi which is the life line of many 

people including Mishing tribe of 

Lakhimpur district has virtually dried up as 

a results of diversion. The diversion on 

Rangannadi has affected the community 

life of Miching in Lakhimpur and Dhemaji 

district very significantly”. (M. Hussain) 

Of late, there is grass roots resistant 

against displacement of population and 

environment degradation in the entire 

North East region. Various civil society 

groups like environment groups, right 

groups and the press have demonstrated 

concern about the right of indigenous 

people. Recently a day long convention 

was held a Guwahati under the 

Chairmanship of noted intellectual Hiren 

Gohain, which emphatically opposed the 

draft water policy of the state government. 

Their main demand was that consent of the 

indigenous people should be a mandatory 

before constructing any major dam on their 

soil (The Assam tribune, 20.10.2008) 

Monirul Hussain rightly observed, when he 

said, “mobilization for such movement is 

likely to bring to the force the issue of 

survival and livelihood, human right, 

community rights, environment issues and 

popular participation in the development 

discourse. It seems that this kind of politics 

is slowly and steadily roots in the North 

East”. 

The struggle of human rights of the 

indigenous people is not yet over. A slow 

process is however raising hope for a more 

comprehensive set of rights. Certain steps 

address the problem adequately 

(i) Indigenous social workers and 

organizations can play an effective 

role in defining problems and 

developing solutions for indigenous 

people. 
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(ii) The Central and state governments 

must be vigilant and seek to avoid 

exploitations of indigenous people 

and formulate policies that would 

prevent any economic project which 

will encroach upon their basic 

human rights, 

(iii) Environment education must be 

given to the indigenous people in 

various forms, such as lectures, 

exhibition, documentaries on forest 

and its resources. 

It is true that the plight of the 

indigenous people remains 

unarticulated as they are unable to 

assert their rights and collective 

voice forcefully. Full collective 

voice and collective rights over their 

land and resources are essential for 

the survival of indigenous people. As 

an example, a tribal right decide 

whether a mining company / dam 

should be installed or not on its land 

make sense as collective right. One 

concluding observation is that if 

human rights apply to all, then 

should self-determination occupy a 

primary role in human rights of 

indigenous people? Is it not better to 

ensure the economic, social, cultural 

right of everyone rather than 

encouraging ‘peoples’ to separate 

themselves from the  mainstream 

society? It needs more debate on this 

sensitive/volatile issue. 
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Abstract 

North East India is a melting pot of diverse culture which is why it is often 

called India in miniature or mini-India. Therefore, the literature from North 

East India is multilingual. Accordingly, the literature from North East India 

represents the diverse culture of the various people in the region. Among 

others, the search for identity by the different hill tribes is one of the 

dominant themes in the literary works penned by the indigenous authors 

from the region in general and from the hill states in particular. Moreover, 

the political situation of the region as the backdrop of such literary works 

also stands tall. Therefore, cultural identity, political identity, identity 

crisis, and a critical look into such issues and the consequences thereof 

from various perspectives does form the big story of the North East India 

literature from the hill states, namely and mainly, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, and parts of Assam and Tripura. 

One among them is the novel “Bitter Wormwood” by EasterineKire who 

hails from Nagaland, one of the North Eastern Indian states. This paper 

attempts to study the novel “Bitter Wormwood” as representing the literary 

expression of its kind from the Hill Tribes of North East India.  

Keywords: North East India, Hill Tribes, literature, culture, identity.  

1. Introduction 

The hill people of North East India 

includes, in present-day nomenclature and 

to mention a few, the Nagas, Mizos, Kukis, 

Hmars, Dimasas, Paites, Darlong, Biates, 

Hrangkhols etc. and all of these scattered 

in all the Indian States of Assam, 

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, 

Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, and 

Sikkim. In terms of population, most of 

these hill tribes are minority except in a 

few states listed above.  

All these tribes are in their search for 

separate cultural identity and political 

identity. In spite of their claim to be 

separately identified, some tribes are in 

fact groups of the same tribe. In terms of 

culture, many of the tribes mentioned 

above, are basically the same. History 

would have its explanation of how they 

have arrived and settled down in this part 
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of the world. Moreover, politics over time 

also would play a significant part in their 

being divided and scattered across the 

region.   

Consequently, the literary pieces of 

these hill tribes over the years, especially 

in recent times, pour out the feelings, the 

thinking, the aspiration, the struggles, the 

search, the quest and many more of these 

hill people in the region. One such literary 

piece, which has been selected as a 

representative text for this paper is the 

novel Bitter Wormwood by Easterine Kire. 

The novel is being included in the syllabus 

for MA in English under Dibrugarh 

University.  

2. Objectives of the paper 

i)  To tell the fact that literature of the 

Hill Tribes of North East India is a 

new trend in Indian English 

Literature in general and in the 

literature from North East India in 

particular; 

ii) To show the kind of literature 

produced by the Hill Tribes of 

North East India; 

iii) To highlight the unique feature of 

literature of and by the Hill Tribes 

of North East India.   

iv) To encourage research papers of 

this kind in more numbers 

3. Delimitation of the paper 

Due to time constraint the scope of the 

paper is narrow and limited.  It could not 

be comprehensive in terms of coverage of 

the study taken up by the researcher. The 

study for the paper confines to a particular 

text, therefore the analytical and 

description part of the paper lacks wider 

references it could have otherwise.  

4. Methodology 

A particular text has been selected as a 

special reference as well as primary source 

and accordingly analytical and descriptive 

method has been used. Secondary sources 

helped in the close reading and analysis of 

the primary text. The author himself being 

belonging to one of the hill tribes of North 

East India, his close observations over the 

last at least 20 years have been taken into 

account.  

The focus during the study of the 

primary text has been on the common 

features of the literature from the hill 

tribes. Therefore, the themes of the novel 

which are unique to the particular group 

the novel presented are ignored in order to 

avoid unfounded generalisations. 

5. Discussion on the findings 

The novel Bitter Wormwood (2011) by 

Easterine Kire, who hails from the Naga 

Hills, and currently living in Norway, 

presents the struggle for separate 

nationhood by the Nagas in the last 60 

years. It covers three generations reflecting 

the changes over the years.  

On close reading of the novel, it is 

found that in spite of the political promises 

or betrayals and also in spite of the 

infightings among the Nagas vis-à-vis the 

hill tribes of North East India, one thing 

has remained unchanged, that is, the 

cultural identity of the people. The 

physical built-up, the food items, the 

customary practice, the social setup and the 

likes, as compared to that of their fellow 
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citizens in other parts of India, has 

remained unique and different in spite of 

assimilations and adaptations.  

It is also found that 60 years long have 

passed since the start of the freedom 

struggle by the Nagas but the enthusiasm, 

if not the movement, for the same has not 

died down until recently.  Therefore the 

search for political identity, the yearnings 

for separate nationhood has continued till 

the present day. The same nationalism has 

also cost a huge loss of precious lives, and, 

also hardships, divisions etc. came out of 

the same, but then the longing to belong to 

one’s homeland has not loosened its clutch.  

Statehood has been given by the name 

of Nagaland way back in 1963 which has 

brought changes and challenges over the 

years, yet that has also not quenched the 

inner thirst of the people in the Naga Hills. 

As the novel portrayed, there has been a lot 

of changes and transitions in the minds and 

politics of these hill people, yet something 

has remained unanswered.  

The novel ‘Bitter Wormwood’ covers 

almost everything that can be thought of 

about the Naga problem since the time of 

the British Rule in India till the present 

day. It begins with the space and time 

when the innocent and peaceful Naga 

people lived in their ancestral hill country 

where they had their kingdoms, much to 

their satisfaction no matter how small the 

kingdoms were. They were quite happy 

and satisfied in their own ways because 

they did have things of their own. In other 

words, their identity and culture was intact.  

The novel takes the reader soon to the 

freedom struggle of the Nagas which 

roughly started as soon as India got 

independence from the British Rule. The 

reader of the novel is also soon informed of 

the reality that the British did not settle 

down the exclusivity of the Nagas from 

mainland India and that they were 

supposed to be a separate nation.  

The novel one after another presented 

the new things as well as the 

transformations that had befallen the Naga 

people till the Indian Government settled 

down or put a halt to their movement for a 

separate nation with Nagaland declared as 

one of the states of India in the year 1963.  

The novel also showed that the high 

hope that the Nagas had in Mahatma 

Gandhi who, according to them, had 

understood their problem and had agreed to 

their claim of a separate national identity 

but then that very hope of becoming a 

separate nation became unfulfilled due to 

the death of the latter.  This very picture 

shown by the novel is also what makes the 

account of the Naga freedom struggle quite 

different from that of popular media 

reports then and now on the Naga issue, 

the latter hardly seen presenting the Indian 

side ever supporting the claimed separate 

national identity of the Nagas.  

The novel also gives a faithful account 

of the infightings among the Naga freedom 

fighters ever since the attainment of 

statehood. Taking both outsider and insider 

perspectives, the author of the novel 

honestly reveals how the fight for a true 

cause has been over the years more and 

more drifting away off road to the extent 
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that factionalism among the underground 

groups has linked up to the social evils 

among a large section of the present day 

youth coinciding with many socio-political 

factors.  

In another aspect, the novel looks into 

the Naga problem from multiple angles by 

not blaming any side exclusively in such a 

way as to show what has weakened the 

right cause of the Naga struggle which, 

according to the novel, had started honestly 

and enthusiastically by the first generation 

of the freedom fighters.  The responses on 

the part of the Indian Government and the 

impact of factionalism of the underground 

groups, the difficulty to arrive at a 

consensus among the over ground 

civilians, the difference in opinion with 

those who continues with armed struggle, 

all these have been taken into account.  

 The later part of the novel takes the 

reader to interesting characters with 

distinctive personality and opinion on the 

crux of the Naga problem. The views, 

opinions, and philosophy of these different 

characters are presented as the probable 

solutions to the Naga problem.  

The metaphor of the novel which is the 

title of the novel itself beautifully speaks a 

lot about the need of the hour. The author 

seems to conclude that in the same manner 

as the herb Bitter Wormwood was used to 

heal their wounds and cuts in the forest and 

therefore gave them peace, the ultimate 

solution to their present day problems 

would also be nothing more than their old 

but simple and original culture.   

More or less the same is the condition 

among the other hill tribes of the region 

like the Mizos, the Hmars, the Kukis etc. 

and accordingly the same things are 

expressed in their literature. Even in the 

literary pieces which do not clearly present 

the life, culture, and politics of the people, 

like the novel “Bitter Wormwood” does, 

the backdrop of such literary pieces are 

often the longing for one’s homeland, the 

yearnings for nationhood, the search for 

identity, and the frustration over being 

regarded as ‘others’, for instance.  

Literary texts from these hill people 

generally portray the feelings and longings 

in their hearts which is nothing more than 

the desire to uphold their own culture and 

separate identity and to become one among 

the many nations in the world.  

6. Conclusion 

Literary works like the novel “Bitter 

Wormwood” are part and parcel of North 

East Indian Literature from and by the hill 

tribes of this part of India called North East 

India. The significance of this novel and 

other literary texts of the same kind lie in 

the representations they carry.  

The hill people are scattered in 

different parts of the region which makes 

them minority because of being separated 

by state boundaries. Hence, the search for 

both political and cultural identity, the urge 

to become majority, the ambition of 

forming a big nation, gets stronger and 

stronger. All these are represented in the 

literature of the hill people.  

Advancement in education also 

enhances the representation through 

literature; therefore more and more literary 
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texts like the novel “Bitter Wormwood” 

have come up. Moreover, with the progress 

in the socio-economic sphere, and also in 

other walks of life, the literary output 

concerning the hill people of the region, 

especially by themselves, has increased.  

Consequently, the inclusion of the 

literature of the hill people in the syllabi 

has become an emerging interface in the 

literary studies under School of Humanities 

so far as North East India is concerned. 

Therefore, the fact that literary works from 

the hill people of North East India has 

become quite established as a new trend in 

Indian English Literature in general and 

Literature from North East India in 

particular.  

7. Suggestion 

Literary texts from the various groups 

of the hill people of North East India may 

be included more and more in the syllabus 

of the universities and/or colleges in the 

region.  This shall ensure adequate 

representation of North East India with its 

rich cultural diversity. And the same would 

also ensure adequate representation of the 

rich literature from North East India in all 

its uniqueness and beauty in the ever 

growing Indian English Literature.  
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Abstract 

The Ramayana, for its extravagant storyline and larger than life characters, 

holds a universal appeal and is cherished by an entire nation since ages. 

However, there have been many examples where the deeds of select male 

characters of the epic are exaggerated to attract the reader’s attention and, 

except for propagating certain misogynistic notions of female chastity and 

Stree Dharma, female characters are largely overlooked. Some of these 

women, even though the narrators have used them for fulfilling the interests of 

the menfolk, are made invisible in such a way that the readers are not even 

aware of their existence. One such character is Shanta, the daughter of 

Dasaratha and the elder sister of Rama. While the traditional authors have 

always glorified and revered Rama, his sister Shanta has not even been 

acknowledged by them. She has been treated as the ‘other’ because mythology 

itself, having been dominated by those ideas which benefit men, has become a 

victim of patriarchy. However, the reading and rereading of ancient scriptures 

and its multiple representations tend to subvert the dominant ideologies and 

connect myths with contemporary issues. Therefore, in the era of revisionist 

mythological narratives, a number of re-tellers have given voice to the 

previously ignored female characters of the epic. While they have re-explored 

characters like Sita, Mandodari, Kaikeyi, Surpanakha and even Manthara in 

new shades, very few of them seem to have adopted a sensitive approach 

towards Shanta. Anand Neelakantan and Kavita Kane have proved themselves 

to be exceptional in this regard since both of them, especially the former, have 

given an emotional description of Shanta’s life experiences and her feelings 

towards her family members. The objective of this paper is to closely analyse 

Neelakantan’s “Shanta” and Kane’s Sita’s Sister and to re-evaluate Shanta’s 

character through a feminist studies approach.  

Keywords: Ramayana, Shanta, Revisionist Mythmaking, Feminism.  

The Ramayana, for its extravagant 

storyline and larger than life characters, 

holds a universal appeal and is cherished 

by an entire nation since ages. From Vedic 
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times to modern and postmodern period, 

men and women of all generations in India 

are so familiar with the epic that it has 

become a part of their consciousness. 

However, as we live in a patriarchal 

society, there have been many examples 

where the deeds of select male characters 

of the epic are exaggerated to attract the 

reader’s attention and, except for 

propagating certain misogynistic notions of 

female chastity and Stree Dharma, female 

characters are largely overlooked. Some of 

these women, even though the narrators 

have used them for fulfilling the interests 

of the menfolk, are made invisible in such 

a way that the readers are not even aware 

of their existence. One such character is 

Shanta, the daughter of Dasaratha and the 

elder sister of Rama. Having analysed 

Shanta’s image in traditional narratives, 

this paper attempts to explore how Shanta 

myth has been recreated in two 

oppositional retellings of the Ramayana.  

The Valmiki Ramayana, the 

Mahabharata, the Odia Ramayana and 

some South Indian folklores have 

mentioned Shanta, true, but she has only 

been celebrated for the sacrifices that she 

has made. In popular culture, Surpanakha 

is branded as an evil woman as, instead of 

displaying coyness and hiding behind veils, 

she demands physical intimacy from Rama 

and Lakshmana. On the contrary, despite 

Shanta’s role as a seductress, her story has 

not been circulated as a cautionary tale, 

probably because this very act on her part 

was favourable to the male characters of 

the story. More importantly, she plays the 

catalyst for Rama’s birth, without whom 

the Ramayana would not have existed. But 

she has been pushed to the margin of 

discrimination and treated as the ‘other’ 

since ages. 

In the Valmiki Ramayana or in the 

Mahabharata, Shanta is treated as an 

almost invisible character. It is not clear if 

she is the daughter of Dasaratha or 

Romapada, who happens to be the king of 

Anga Pradesh. As sage Rishyasringa helps 

in bringing rain in drought-prone Anga, 

Romapada bestows Shanta on him as a 

reward. The male writers have praised her 

for being obedient to her father and her 

husband, the two authoritative bodies of 

her life. Years later, Dasaratha requests 

Romapada to allow Rishyasringa and 

Shanta to come to Ayodha so that the sage 

can conduct Putrakameshti Yagya on his 

behalf to ensure the birth of a male heir to 

the Ayodha throne. His request is granted, 

as a result of which Rama, Lakshman, 

Bharata and Shatrughna are born in due 

course. However, in these male centric 

canonical texts, Shanta is a mute doll who 

has given no active role to play.    

It is in some South Indian folklores 

where, for the first time, Shanta has been 

given a prominent role as the sister-in-law 

of Sita. For instance, in a Telegu woman’s 

song, Shanta teases Urmila for her 

prolonged sleep for fourteen years. While 

Shanta jokingly remarks that Sita and her 

sisters have allured her brothers by their 

physical charm, Sita smilingly replies that 

if Shanta had not been an expert in the art 

of love-making, she could not have enticed 

a virgin sage. But the seemingly friendly 
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tone of this bittersweet argument cannot 

suppress the internal conflict of Nanad-

Bhabi relationship in an Indian household. 

Moreover, Shanta eavesdrops on 

Lakshman and Urmila’s private 

conversation to know whether Urmila is 

bad-mouthing her in-laws. In “The Song of 

Urmila’s Separation”, V Narayana Rao 

aptly argues— 

Shanta is a relatively unknown 

character in Valmiki’s text, but as Rama’s 

sister, she has a fully developed role in 

women’s Ramayanas. A husband’s sister, 

called adapaducu in Telegu kinship terms, 

has a role that could smoothen the 

transition of a bride from her parent’s 

family to her parent-in-law’s family. As a 

woman she can be closer to the bride than 

her own husband, and almost always 

belongs to the same age group as the bride. 

She can also be a mild authority figure 

since she is closer to the husband. (18) 

Another woman’s re-telling, “Letters 

from Lady Sita” by Tamil author 

Kumudini, written in the form of letters 

from Sita to her mother Sunaina, mentions 

Shanta when Sita informs her mother that 

she wants a sky-blue Saree like that of 

Shanta but, on coming to know that blue 

colour fades away easily, she changes her 

mind. Here, Sita and Shanta seem to be 

two common Indian women, having 

informal conversations on Sarees. 

However, despite being a visible character 

in these narratives, Shanta makes an 

appearance as an ordinary and 

domesticated woman. These narrators have 

not thrown light on the trials and 

tribulations that she has faced for being 

born as a woman in a man’s world.    

In the era of revisionist mythological 

narratives, a number of re-tellers have 

given voice to the previously ignored 

female characters of the epic. Among 

them, Anand Neelakantan and Kavita Kane 

have adopted a sensitive approach towards 

Shanta and have given an emotional 

description of Shanta’s life experiences 

and her feelings towards her family 

members in their subversive retellings. 

Therefore, the objective of the paper is to 

closely analyse Neelakantan’s “Shanta” 

and Kane’s Sita’s Sister and to re-evaluate 

Shanta’s character through a feminist 

studies approach.  

In “Shanta”, Neelakantan narrates the 

saga of an undesired girl child oscillating 

between unpleasant memories and equally 

crude realities and experiencing forced 

marginalization in which she remains 

trapped for ever. Despite being a man 

himself, Neelakantan has flawlessly 

captured and recorded the emotions of a 

woman. Having expressed his 

disappointment on the chauvinistic norms 

of a so-called prosperous kingdom, he 

shows how the one-sided doctrines 

purposefully neglect the worth of a 

woman. Though Neelakantan’s protagonist 

Shanta is fortunate enough to lead the 

luxurious lifestyle of a princess, her father 

makes her feel insignificant and unwanted 

since her childhood. Just because she is a 

girl child, her old-school father, obsessed 

with the desire of having a son to pursue 

his legacy, never acknowledges her. The 
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conservative society of Saket also does not 

count her as Dasaratha’s inheritor and 

treats him as a childless person as Shanta 

would not be allowed to rule the kingdom 

in future.  

Though Shanta is Kaushalya’s 

biological daughter, the so-called pious 

mother, engrossed in religious activities for 

producing a male heir, deliberately ignores 

her. But Kaikeyi showers Shanta with 

motherly affection and teaches her horse-

riding, archery, politics and thus grooms 

her for the position of the future crowned-

head. At Kaikeyi’s suggestion, Shanta 

holds private court for supporting the 

subjects. She defies patriarchy in the sense 

that she rejects the laws prescribed by the 

composers of the Dharmasastras and, 

based on her feminine instinct and 

perception of right and wrong, tries to 

solve the problems of the people. But 

Dasaratha and Vasistha are deadly against 

Shanta’s free activities and they want to 

limit her movements to the four walls of 

her chamber. In a society where women are 

expected to pursue so-called feminine arts 

such as cooking, singing and dancing, the 

tyrannical father issues a royal decree to 

restrict his daughter from riding horses in 

public. Through this story, Neelakantan 

subverts Dasaratha’s traditional image as a 

good and just king and portrays him as a 

misogynist whose rigid ideologies crash 

his daughter to the core. 

Dasaratha does not hesitate to give 

Shanta to king Romapada when he comes 

to know that if Shanta manages to bring 

Rishyasringa into mainstream society, the 

sage would help him to have extraordinary 

sons. Shanta could have disobeyed 

Dasaratha and would have stayed in the 

palace as Kaikeyi’s daughter, but she 

volunteers to help him instead. It is beneath 

her dignity to stay in the palace as an 

unwanted creature after her father has 

clearly indicated that he does not want her 

here. Having been forsaken by her 

biological parents, she feels tremendously 

hurt and she wishes to do something 

extraordinary that would help her to win 

their love, at least, gratitude. Probably she 

wants to prove that she is capable enough 

of performing difficult tasks, just like a 

son.  

 After Shanta starts a new life as the 

adopted daughter of Romapada, he 

provides her with the task of saving the 

people of Anga from becoming victims of 

drought. She is advised to seduce 

Rishyasringa Muni, the person who can 

bring rain to Anga Pradesh. Rishyasringa 

was the son of sage Vibhandaka who, after 

having been seduced by Urvashi, lost his 

focus from Tapasya. Considering 

womenfolk as the root of all evil, he 

developed intense hatred for his opposite 

sex and resolved that he would keep his 

son far away from women. Despite the fact 

that it was Indra who ordered Urvashi to 

distract Vibhandaka as his authority was 

threatened by the sage’s meditation, 

Vibhandaka chose to vent his anger on 

Urvashi. Probably this is how women are 

used as pawns in the power-struggle of 

men and are made scapegoats for the 

sinister activities of those who are in 

power.    
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When Indra sends the Apsaras to the 

earth for seducing the sages, it is he who 

gets benefitted from it and the Apsaras are 

subjected to negative criticism for playing 

a part in securing Indra’s supreme 

authority in the universe. Similarly, 

Dasaratha and Romapada wish to use 

Shanta as a substitute for the Apsaras or 

the Devadasis for accomplishing their own 

interests. Despite knowing that sage 

Vibhandaka might harm or even kill 

Shanta, they do not care for her safety. Her 

new mother Vershini consoles her that if 

she manages to make Rishyasringa fall in 

love with her, he would give her the status 

of his wife and thus Shanta would be able 

to protect her honour. If it does not happen, 

then the discussion on what possible 

consequences she might have to face 

remains unspoken in the story, but the 

reader does not have the difficulty in 

understanding that probably she would 

have to spend the rest of her life as a public 

woman as, in the conservative Aryan 

society, an unmarried woman’s aggressive 

sexual behaviour is unacceptable and no 

man would agree to marry a so-called 

fallen woman. However, none of Shanta’s 

two father figures seem to be concerned 

about her future. She realizes that— 

Her father had sold her for a son. She 

was not a prostitute. She was the princess 

of Ayodha. No, she wasn’t— a voice 

whispered from inside her. She was no 

princess. It does not matter whether she 

was born as the princess of Ikshvaku or in 

the home of a pauper. She was just a 

woman, to be pawned, to be sold away, to 

be used as a seductress. She was worthless. 

(Neelakantan 41) 

After Shanta marries Rishyasringa and 

reaches Ayodha with her husband, the 

people pity her for marrying a poor sage 

and giving up all sorts of luxuries. 

Dasaratha refuses to acknowledge any 

paternal bond with her as she has been 

given away in adoption and does not 

accept her Pranam as she, being the wife 

of the preceptor, is akin to his mother, thus 

rejecting her very existence.  

In this story, the narrator celebrates 

female bonding through Shanta’s 

relationship with Kaikeyi and Manthara. 

When Manthara meets with Shanta after a 

long time, she embraces her with motherly 

affection, enquires about her married life 

just like a mother does and blesses Shanta 

with her gold chain. In her letter to Shanta, 

Kaikeyi writes— “Ayodha does not 

deserve you. For your father’s sake, I hope 

that at least one of us bears him a son. If it 

comes true, won’t it be a sweet irony that it 

needed his daughter to fulfil his desperate 

need for a son?” (Neelakantan 58).   

Another revisionist mythmaker Kavita 

Kane, known for giving voice to 

undervalued women in mythology, has 

portrayed Shanta as a minor character in 

Sita’s Sister. However, the reader would be 

disappointed if he tries to find any 

similarity between Kane’s Shanta and 

Neelakantan’s Shanta. In her attempt to 

defend Dasaratha, Kane has depicted how 

he takes pity on Kaushalya’s childless 

sister Vershini and, when her husband 

Romapada expresses his wish to raise 
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Shanta as his daughter, Dasaratha agrees 

for the adoption. He gives his consent 

because, being a Kshatriya of the Raghu 

dynasty, he is true to his commitments and 

therefore cannot take his words back, 

reminding the reader of the scene where he 

agrees for Rama’s banishment against his 

wish. Though Neelakantan’s Dasaratha 

sells his daughter for his greed of a son, 

Kane has tried to keep Dasaratha’s 

traditional image intact. However, while 

expressing her opinion regarding how 

women get affected by their husbands’ 

multiple marriages, Urmila comments that 

her father-in-law should not have married 

Kaikeyi and Sumitra for more children 

after Kaushalya has given birth to Shanta.  

In Neelakantan’s narrative, Shanta was 

exploited by the male characters and there 

was no room for her own wish. But, in 

Sita’s Sister, she has been given the power 

to make her life decisions on her own. In 

order to protect Anga Pradesh from 

drought, it is she who decides to approach 

Rishyasringa. Conscious of her royal 

status, she chooses a trained prostitute for 

the purpose of seduction. When she goes to 

meet Rishyasringa along with the 

courtesan, the sage falls for the princess 

and marries her. While having a 

conversation with Urmila, Shanta praises 

her for her courage to face an angry sage 

like Vishwamitra and recalls that she also 

appeased her father-in-law in the same 

way. 

The equation of Kaushalya and 

Kaikeyi’s relationship with Shanta is 

shown in a completely different light in 

these two stories. In Sita’s Sister, Shanta 

despises her step-mother and is very much 

attached to her biological mother. She is 

also suspicious of her step-brother Bharata. 

Though Sumitra advises her to judge a 

person through a neutral perspective, she 

seems to be unmoved by her counselling. 

Also, she is not comfortable with the idea 

of stepping in the male territory and 

therefore she refuses to help Urmila 

regarding administrative matters when the 

state is in crisis. She is portrayed as a 

shallow, bitter, gossip-loving and 

conservative woman, thus resembling her 

mother Kaushalya.  

Though Neelakantan and Kane have 

recreated and contemporized Shanta in 

their respective revisionist retellings, the 

two Shantas are completely different from 

each other. While Neelakantan’sShanta 

shows occasional rebellious spark and her 

poignant story moves the reader to the 

core, there is no such quality in Kane’s 

Shanta that attracts the reader’s attention. 

But it should be remembered that, while 

Neelakantan’s story revolves around 

Shanta, in Kane’s novel she is a minor 

character and probably this is the reason 

why Kane could not find enough scope for 

developing her character. However, two 

different re-tellers could definitely 

reinterpret the same character in two 

different ways in keeping with their 

motives and reconstruct her story 

irrespective of the intentions of the original 

creators of these myths. The reading and 

rereading of ancient scriptures and its 

multiple representations tend to subvert the 

dominant ideologies and connect myths 
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with contemporary issues. Neelakantan and 

Kane have employed different strategies in 

Shanta’s character portrayal, true; but they 

share one thing in common in the sense 

that both of them brought a lost myth in the 

foreground and rewrote it in their own 

unique way. The readers as well as the 

critics expect that many more fascinating 

stories about Shanta will be written in 

future and thus one day Shanta will 

become an integral part of the Ramayana 

tradition.  
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Abstract 

The Ahoms, originally were the descendants of the Shans, a branch of the 

famous Tai race. They entered Assam in the 13th century by crossing 

Patkai Hills under the leadership of Su-Ka-Fa and ruled for long 600 years 

in Assam. The Ahoms had their own religious beliefs and practices but also 

adopted the local languages and religious beliefs in the course of their long 

600 years of rule. The Ahoms came with direct contact of Hiduism under 

Swargadeo Chudangpha or Bamuni Konwar in 1397-1407 and too adopted 

Vaishnavism in the tenure of Jaydhwas Singh (1648-1663). Apart from this 

adaptation they never discarded some of their original faiths as these are 

still observed by them. So, in this paper an attempt has been made to 

review these practices of Ahoms.  

Keywords: Ahom, religious practice, original, tradition.

1. Introduction 

The Ahoms who ruled in Assam for six 

hundred years (1228-1826) came from 

Maulung, Upper Burma and was 

descendents of the Shans, a branch of the 

famous Tai race. Originally they lived in 

Mangolia and in some parts of China but 

due to the expansion of the Chinese 

Empire they gradually migrated to 

different parts of the continent. The Tai-

Shans occupied the Mungri Mungram area 

of the Unan Province (now a part of 

China). Later on Mungri-Mungram was 

divided into two states: Mungri-Mungram 

and Maolung. The Ahoms under the 

leadership of prince Siu-Ka-Pha from the 

Maulung province entered Assom on 1228 

AD and established their permanent capital 

at Choraideo on 1253 AD. The Ahoms 

brought with them their own language, 

literature, tradition, culture, religion, 

customs and political-thoughts. At that 

time the Brahmaputra Valley was divided 

into small kingdoms ruled by local tribes; 

Moran, Borahi, Kachari, Chutia, Bhuyan, 

Laloong etc. Siu-Ka-Pha tried to win the 

hearts of the local people not one by 

defeating them into wars but by showing 

respect to their culture, religion, language 

and also establishing marital relations with 

them. The Ahoms came with direct contact 

of Hinduism under Swargadeo Shudangpha 

or the Bamuni Konwar in 1397-1407. He 

allowed the Brahman-priest to conduct the 

religious rituals in the Raj-palace 

according to the Hindu ways, which were 

earlier conducted by the Ahom priests; 

Deodhai, Mohan and Bailung. In the days 

of King Jaydhwas Singha (1648-1663), the 

religious-customs and practices of the 

Vaishnavism became a part of the Ahom 

religious life. He initiated Vaishnavism by 
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establishing the Satras at Majuli. At the 

tenure of the Dihingia Raja (1497-1539) 

under the leadership of Sankardeva and 

Madhavdeva the Non-Vaishnavism and 

local religious practices the Ahoms have 

continued to keep their customs and 

religious practices alive by observing them 

following the original traditions. Some of 

these rituals are Umpha, Me-Dam-Me-Phi, 

Dam, Rikkhan-Mungkhan, Jashingpha, 

Chaipha, Phuralung etc. Some of the rituals 

associated with marriage, death and birth 

are also observed following the traditional 

ways. In this paper efforts have been made 

to see how some of the religious festivals 

of Ahoms are still observed in Assam. 

2. Objectives  

This study aims to understand the 

mythical, philosophical and theological 

base of the religious rituals of the Tai 

Ahom community. An attempt is also 

made to understand the significance of 

some of the religious festivals which are 

still very much popular and which have 

revived despite the strong influence of 

Hinduism among the Tai-Ahom 

community. 

3. Methodology  

The data’s collected for this study are 

based on primary source like field study 

and buranjis as per requirement of the 

study and secondary sources such as 

books. The method adopted for this study 

is analytical as well as descriptive. 

4. Discussion 

The Ahoms believe that there is one 

omnipotent God. According to the Ahom 

religious scripture “Lit Lai Peyn KaKa”, 

“Phra” or the supreme spirit is the Lord of 

the universe, the Supreme Being, absolute 

and omniscient without any shape. The 

concept of a shapeless God is unique in the 

sense that it needs a very advanced mind to 

conceive of such a religious philosophy. It 

is also stated in the Holy Scripture that the 

supreme spirit “Pha Tyu Ching Phrong 

Hum” created Gods and Godesses to look 

after the universe. The most important God 

worshipped by the Ahoms in each and 

every religious ritual is Lengdon. Different 

religious scriptures give the guidelines for 

the religious rituals to be performed by the 

Ahoms in their traditional religion. The 

priestly classes of the Ahoms; Mohans, 

Deodhals, Bailungs, and Chirings are the 

actual practitioners of the various rituals 

and despite the influence of Hinduism they 

have kept the customs and traditions alive 

till date. Now- a –days the most popular 

Ahom religious rituals are Me-Dam-Me-

Phi and Chak-Lang ceremony. The 

ancestor worship is the manifestation of 

this thought that godliness is associated 

with men and after death this spirit of 

godliness becomes “Phi” or “God”. The 

ritualistic sacrifices associated with the 

Gods and Goddesses as well as spirits are 

indicative of their importance in Ahom 

religious belief. 

4.1 Me-Dam-Me-Phi Ritual 

In the philosophy of Ahom religion the 

concept of the linkage of the earthlings 

with heaven is very pronounced. The firat 

Ahom king Siu-Ka-Pha traced his 

geneology from the presiding deity 

Lengdon. It is written in the Ahom Buranji 

that the forefathers of the Tai-Ahoms were 

heaven born and were sent down to earth 

preceding the heavenly kings Khun-Lung 

and Khun-lai who came down from heaven 

by a ladder to rule on earth at the command 

of their grandfather lengdon. In almost all 

the traditional societies in the world the 
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worship of the ancestors is prevalent in 

their own characteristic ways. The Ahoms 

who originally came from Maolung of 

South China in 1228 AD also observed this 

traditional worship. Tai Ahoms are a 

branch of Tai Long or Big Tai or Thai. 

This belief in the divinity of the dead is an 

ancient one and all the Tai people worship 

the ancestors as Gods. 

The ancestor worship among the 

Ahoms is called Me-Dam-Me-Phi. Me-

mean worship, Dam means dead and phi-

means God; that is dead are worshipped as 

God by Ahoms. This ritual is observed 

personally as well as publicly. According 

to Ahom belief after death a person 

remains in the state Dam and only after the 

relatives of the person worship Gods and 

Goddess and offer sacrifices the dead 

become a ‘phi’ or God and goes to heaven. 

They believe that the heaven into several 

provinces and each clan has its own village 

or town in the heaven. Under each God or 

Goddess remains the ‘phi’ or the souls. In 

this ritual only the heavenly spirits Chao-

Phi and Dam-Cho-Phi are worshipped not 

the change-Phi or the Griha-Dams who are 

believed to dwell on this world. It was 

Swargadeo Siu-Ka-Pha who first 

introduced the Me-Dam-Me-Phi festival in 

this part of the country. There are historical 

references of yearly observance of Me-

Dam-Me-Phi by all the Ahom kings from 

Siu-ka-pha before Swargadeo Jaydwaj 

Singha. To get rid of bad-times or to 

overcome crisis situations with the blessing 

of the gods and the heavenly-spirits the 

Ahom kings and the common Ahoms used 

to observe this ritual. Ten Gods and 

Goddesses (Khaokham1, Ai lengdin2, Jan-

shai-hung3, Pha-NuruLengdon4, Chitlam 

Cham5, Mutkum Tai Kum6, Jashingpha7, 

Dam Chao Phi, and Ra-Khin) are 

worshiped in this religious ceremony. The 

Ahoms observe their rituals in two 

different ways: Phra Lung and Ban Phi. In 

the Phra-Lung system the worship is done 

by making alter of eight corners on which 

fruits are offered to the Gods. In the Ban-

Phi system ten maihangs (raised platforms) 

on the name of each God is prepared with 

offerings of meat, eggs, fluffy-rice, 

mustard oil, salt and ginger mixed rice. In 

this ceremony, altar for the dead spirits are 

made and offerings are made in front of the 

altar. The main offerings are Basil leaves, 

betel nuts, rice grain, duck egg, Chinkara 

flowers, chicken egg, rice bear, earthen 

lamp, fine rice, ginger etc. All the articles 

including copper coins, silver coins are 

offered on banana leaves. Three priests 

conduct prayers and the gathering takes 

part in it. Then the priests chanting mantras 

sprinkle Holi (purified) water over the 

articles offered for the deities and the 

Damphi. It is believed that if the close kin 

or the society as a whole observe this ritual 

of ancestor worship, the dead ones, 

                                                           
1Khaokham is the lord of water or God of 

water. 
2 God of Earth and God of seven worlds. 
3 Guru of the world, heaven and earth and guru 

of the Gods. 
4 King of the heaven and Lord of the living and 

non-living world. 
5 Sons of Lengdon, Lords of the seven worlds. 
6Light and heat giver to the world. 

7 Goddess of learning and knowledge and the 

creator of the first letter in the alphabet. 
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particularly the parents and grandparents 

come down from heaven to earth to bless 

their sons, daughters, grandchildren and 

others after the ceremony. According to the 

Tai calendar on the month of Dinching 

(Aghon Mah) the New-year begins. So the 

Tai’s believe that if the gods and the fore-

fathers sprits are worshipped in the month 

then good luck prevails throughout the 

year. Today Me-Dam-Me-Phi is observed 

as a worship of the ancestors as well as it 

has got the status of a public festival. All 

the other communities of Assam also take 

part in this ritual and this traditional ritual 

of the Ahom community has transcended 

its limit and is now considered as a festival 

of unity and brotherhood. 

4.2 Dam Chang Phi (Na purush ritual)  

Dam Chang Phi means nine 

generations of the dead spirits of the 

ancestors starting from sixth generation to 

fourteenth generation are worshipped. 

They are not treated as ChangPhi (Gods of 

the heaven) but as DamPhi (Dead Spirits of 

the family). The ritual of Na Purush is 

celebrated once in every ten years for 

worshipping the DamPhi on nine 

generations. Nine devotees (Bhakat) are 

invited from nine Khels (clans) and the 

family offers feast with nine varieties of 

dishes along with the meat of a pig. The 

provisions required for this ritual are a pig, 

to fowls, juggary and soft rice Rahilao 

(homemade liquor) and nine varieties of 

dishes for nine devotees nine raised 

platforms are made of cane and bamboo. 

On each mehenga on a banana leaf, cooked 

rice and nine dishes are placed. The feet of 

the devotees are washed by the head of the 

family. They are treated like Gods and are 

offered one mehenga to each. The devotees 

sing prayers on the name of gods and give 

their blessings to the family. 

4.3 New harvest ritual (Na Khowa) 

The priestly classes of Tai Ahom 

community celebrate the Bohag Bihu and 

Magh Bihu by worshipping their ancestors. 

Magh bihu marks the celebration of the 

completion of harvesting. During Magh 

there is the ceremony of Bihu when rice 

cakes (Pithas) and rice bears are offered to 

the dead spirits who are called Dam-Phi. In 

this ritual people offer eatables in the main 

house where the kitchen is located. The 

family worships Na-Dam, the Dead spirit 

of parents, Ghai Dam, the principal dead 

spirit of grandparents, Chiren-Dam (the 

collective dead spirits of the elders such as 

great grandparents). The new dead spirits 

become the principal dead spirits when the 

sons of the new also die. 

It is believed that the dead spirits want 

offerings and worship from the living ones. 

The household sprits if worshipped 

properly with respect by the living ones of 

the family protect them and shower their 

blessing on the clan. Every family has four 

or six maihangs (raised platforms) on 

which the offerings are given to the 

ancestors. Vegetables, cooked fishes, meat, 

cooked new rice, sticky rice, homemade 

liquor are offered on the platforms. For 

Lengdon and other Gods in heaven rice 

liquor (Rahilao), betel nut wrapped with 

the sacred Chinkara flower are offered on 

the maihangs. The members of the family 

offer their prayers and salute to the 

ancestors and God and take blessings.  

4.4 Umpha Worship 

Umpha worship was done under royal 

patronage. This worship done to get 

blessings from the gods for the betterment 

of the kingdom and the people. Um means 
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sacrifice and Phra means God. The Ahom 

kings celebrated Umpha sixteen times. The 

first Umpha ceremony was performed by 

Chao-Lung-Siu-Ka-Pha in the year 1253 

AD, When he established his permanent 

capital at Choraideo. It is believed that on 

the occasion he sacrificed two horses under 

a tree in order to appease, the God of 

wilderness (Ahom buranjee). 

In Umpha worships three sets of Gods 

are worshipped. The Gods of Ahom 

pantheon are worshipped in the Bor-Deo-

Sal, the Hindu Gods and Goddesses are 

worshipped in Hindu-Deo-Sal (also known 

as the Kechal-Khalty-Sal because of 

human sacrifices) and the Gods of 

wilderness are worshipped in Habi-Deosal. 

The Ahom Gods and goddesses 

worshipped in these celebrations are 

Khaokham, Ai-lengdin, Pha-nu-ru- 

lengdon, Chit-lam-cham, Ja-sing-pha, Mut-

kum-tai-kum, Dam-ch0-phi and Ra-khin. 

The Hindu Gods and Goddesses are 

Saraswati, Mahadeo, Gossani, Bor-Bauil, 

Saru-Bauli, Khetar, Sel-konwar etc. The 

Gods of wilderness are Langkuri8, Nang-

chi-chao, Po-phi-su, Phi-Gatial, Bhut, 

Jakh, Bagh Baghini etc. The Umpha 

festival is a day long program. Before 

celebration different altars are set up in 

proper places for different Gods and 

Goddesses. A lamp stand made of banana 

stem is set up for illuminating twenty five 

oil lamps at the centre of each pavilion. 

Another wooden post Phuk-Chag is erected 

beside the central altar where the sacrificial 

animal like buffalo, cow, hog, fowl, duck 

and pigeon are tied. Each altar is linked 

with the tying post with ropes. Offerings 

                                                           
8The ancient God of the huge mountain, God of 

gold and silver. 

are mainly duck eggs, ripe bananas, rice 

cakes, cooked rice, fruits, beetel nut, 

chingkara flowers, ornaments made of 

banana stems, a shirt and dhuti for 

Bordeuri. One white calf or a pig, one red 

coloured calf, one white goat, ducks, 

pigeons basil leaves, pepper grains, 

tongloti, one white buffalo, a pair of 

chicken etc are also offered.  

All the Gods and Goddesses are 

invited to take their seats in the assigned 

places by chanting incantations in their 

names which is called Ao-tang. Then the 

priest enumerates the offerings birds and 

animals and other food products and 

invites the deities to accept these offerings 

which is called king-tang. Then the priest 

seeks blessings from the deities for the 

people of the country which is called Jon-

ming. Then the Deori predicts the future 

and gives out ways of dispelling bad tiding 

by propitiation of Gods and Goddesses. 

The deories dance inthese three deosals, 

Ahom hymns in bordeosal and assamese 

hymns in the other two deosals is sung by 

the bordeori and other deories after 

accepting the sacrifice of animals and 

drinking their bloods. After this the priest 

bid them farewell by sprinking holy water 

on the deories who then gets back their 

senses. Farewell to Gods and Goddesses is 

called Bol-Tang. 

4.5 Chak Long 

The Ahom marriage ritual Chak-long 

has its mythical origin, Nanghunpha the 

Ahom manuscript says that Pha-nu-

lengdon the Lord of Heaven sent a mission 

of Gods to the abode of Ak-Kai Mo’hung 

in the heavenly kingdom of Mungti, asking 

the hand of his eldest daughter Nang-hun-

Pha in marriage in the Tai year Kachyeu. 

This marriage was performed in the 
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Chaklong ritualistic way and since that 

time it is believed that the Ahoms “the 

descendents of heavenly Gods and 

persons” follow this system of Chalklong 

as their marriage ritual. This system of 

marriage is performed among the whole 

community in this day in spite of their 

adopting the Hindu ways of life. The literal 

meaning of Chaklong is believed to be the 

big wheel of life; Chak meaning wheel and 

Long meaning Big. The most important 

event in the wheel of life is marriage and 

hence it is Chaklong. 

The detail procedure of this ceremonial 

ritual is divided into different order: Juron, 

Noani, Ceremonial feast, Rik Khown, 

Deoban, Ap-tang, Ganthian grinding, 

Doiyan, marriage procession, Huaguritola 

etc. The ceremony takes place at the house 

of the bride. The altar of the Chalklong is 

made of earth and sand. This altar is 

decorated with seven colours in the shape 

of a Lotus or in the pattern of circles. On 

the geometrically drawn lotus hundred and 

one earthen lamps are placed. The altar or 

the Morol is of three to four inches height 

and sixty one inches in diameter. The 

Lotus has sixteen petals. At the center there 

are two concentric circles, one smaller 

within a larger one. The space between the 

two circles is divided into four equal 

squares. One large earthen lamp is places 

at the center. Below this lamp on the stand 

at the center another four earthen lamps are 

placed accordingly. Then at the sixteen 

peta-ends of the lotus sixteen lamps are 

placed. The remaining lamps are placed at 

eighty crossing points. The earthen lamps 

are lighted by the priest before the 

Chaklong ceremony. The bride and the 

bridegroom take their seats in front of the 

altar and the bride is seated on the left of 

the bridegroom. In this ceremony one main 

priest conducts the ritual and two other 

priests assist him. The ladies escort the 

bride and the maternal uncle carries her to 

the altar. Then the bride and the groom are 

told about their lineages by the 

knowledgeable persons of the clans. The 

priest chant mantras in Ahom language and 

the bridge and the groom showers rice and 

flowers on the Morol of the Chaklong 

platform amidst the holy sound of the 

ladies. The father of the bridge prays with 

folded hands raised towards heaven prays 

that “O God overhead I am offering my 

daughter/sister to the gromm”. Then he 

takes the right hand of the groom and the 

right hand of the bride and joins them in 

marriage. Then the bride and the 

bridegroom garden each other, each of 

which consists of hundred and one flowers. 

Then the bride offers a Hengdan to the 

bridegroom asking him to protect the 

country, family and the riches. Accepting 

the sword the groom promises to protect 

his country, his race and his religion. The 

bride also offers a Comar-bund which is 

supposed to be hand woven by the bride 

and hopes that he will be victorious 

wearing this sacred cloth as his shield. The 

priest now gives suitable advice about the 

importance of leading an ideal conjugal life 

having trust in one another. Exchange of 

gold rings, playing of Dies and Cowries are 

a part of this beginning of a new life for the 

married couple. 

4.6 Phuralung 

Amongst the religious rituals of the 

Ahoms the ritual of phuralung excludes the 

blood sacrifices. According to G C Barua’s 

Ahom-Assamese English Dictionary Phura 

is the name of a spirit. It is believed that 

Phura of the Ahoms is equal to the concept 
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of the Param Brahma in Hindu philosophy. 

Thus this worship is an appreciation of the 

qualities of the Brahma (God). This ritual 

reflects the spirituality of the Ahoms. In 

Phuralung an altar is made with earth or 

sand which has eight corners. At each 

corner a banana plant is planted. The 

devotees and the priests take their seats on 

the Western side. On the Eastern side a 

platform is made for keeping the food 

offerings in containers. The procedure of 

this ritual is very similar to a Sabah in the 

Assamese society. In a Sabah the holi 

books Gunamala or Srimad-bhagawat is 

kept on the Thapana (holi platform) 

similarly in Phuralung the Holy Scripture 

Pak PeynKa is placed on a platform. In a 

Sabah the Param-Baram is worshipped 

through Naam-Kirtan Similarly in 

Phuralung Phura-tara-along (the param 

brahma) is worshipped through prayers. 

Three priests are selected by the gathering 

to perform the puja. The gathering also 

selects persons for cooking the feast. The 

priests who set up the scripture a mixture 

of ghee, honey, milk, curd, molasses and 

sugar which is called Ya-Pulak. This is 

called the holy mixture and the altar and 

the offerings are sprinkled with it and the 

Bhakats are given some of it to drink. 

For a full-fledged Phuralung 

celebration, hundred and one earthen lamps 

are arranged on a banana tree stem six to 

seven feet tall. This arrangement is called 

Lak. in front of the Lak offerings re placed 

covered with banana leaves. Three Sarais 

for the Bhakat, for Nam, and for the Holy 

Scripture are placed with beetle nuts and 

leaves and money. Saluting the devotees 

the head of the family explains the purpose 

of the ceremony and the priests and the 

devotees bless them. The Priests now 

conduct collective prayer. Then the three 

priests read the scripture. Sometimes 

Gayan Bayan is also arranged by the 

family. After the completion of the puja 

refreshments are offered to everybody. At 

the end the priests distribute the food of the 

offerings among everybody. The most 

important point is that the food offerings 

for this ceremony are purely vegetarian to 

the exclusion of meat, fish, and egg and 

rice beer. This ritual gives utmost 

importance to the persons invited for the 

purpose as devotees. 

4.7 Night Worship (Rati-Sewa) 

Among the Ahoms the right 

worshippers are called Bor-Khelia. 

Ramdev or Romai was a preacher of Kal 

Sanghati sect of vaishnavism. He was the 

grandson of Saru Krishna dev, the founder 

of Chaliha Bareghar Satra. He wanted to 

spread vaishnavism among the tribal and 

semi tribal people of Assam. He found that 

it would be difficult to make his religion 

popular among the Ahoms, Chutias, 

Kacharis and Missings who take liquor, 

pock, and chicken that are taboos in Hindu 

religion. Therefore he included these items 

as the articles of offerings to God. 

Devotion to the Guru is the trade mark of 

this brand of Vaisnavism. Initiation given 

by a Guru is the first step towards 

becoming a resolute devotee. The Sadhu 

Bura is the highest dignitary in the 

congregation of Ravi Khuwa devotees. 

Panchanamiya then Chaltanya and Kewali 

are the different stages of the development 

of the devotee. Kewall is the ultimate aim 

of the devotees in this community. They 

become attached only to God giving up all 

earthly attachments. In this sect, the 

concept of devotion is important. The 

importance of Bhakti is utmost for the 
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emancipation of soul and life, hence show 

devotion to the Bhakats. This ritual is held 

at night in the prayer house where Sadhu 

and Kewali Bhakats, take their seats. A 

lamp is lit in front of the Sadhu. The 

devotees are offered food as Prasad. This 

seat has two divisions Kecha and Poka 

(Bhitar Pokia). This ritual is divided into 

three parts Sakitalague, Dangaria Sabha 

and Bor hew and only the Kewali bhakats 

can take part in this ritual. The main aim of 

this ritual is to be one with the supreme 

spirit. 

5. Conclusion  

In all leaving cultures change is 

inevitable. The first and foremost factor for 

change in the Ahom community was the 

inter-cast marriage with the local 

population. Chaolung Siukapha was the 

protagonist who not only marred the 

daughters of the Moran and the Barahi 

kings and also encouraged the unmarried 

nobles and soldiers to marry the local girls. 

In the process, Ahom community took in 

many aspects of the cultures of the local 

population. 

The other important factor for change 

is religion. The Ahom kings patronize 

Hindu religion and built many temples and 

shrines and donated lands to expand the 

Vaishnavite religion. The Hindu Ahoms 

started neglecting the traditional Ahom 

religion and the priestly classes of Ahoms. 

The neo Vaishnavite Ahoms observed the 

restriction on taking pork, chicken and 

some gave up brewing the rice beer which 

is the traditional drink of the Tai Ahoms. 

Even the priestly classes Deodhai, Mohan 

Bailung also got influenced by the Hindu 

religion and got themselves initiated in to 

the Satra Auni-ati. Some of the Ahoms 

became flowers of Mayamora Gossain and 

later, they were called Mattacks. But the 

most important development amongst the 

common Ahom people was their initiation 

to the Night worshipper’s cult of 

Kalsanghati, which was propagated by 

Ramdev, Shyamdev, Sukdev, Sunanda etc. 

They attracted the Ahoms to their fold 

besides spreading their brand of 

Vaishnavism by introducing pork, Chicken 

and homemade liquor in the rituals. Here 

Lord Shiva and Guru Shankar became the 

saint. Ultimate object of the ritual was the 

disciple to give up the attachment to the 

earthly existence and the things one leves 

most. There is a sadhu symbolizing God 

and all the disciples offer allegiance to 

him. This night worshipping cult has a 

large following among the Ahoms. 

The result of vaishnavism was the 

division which affected the Ahoms. But the 

Ahoms are gradually coming back to their 

traditional religion where the inter dining 

have returned including taking pork, 

chicken and liquor. 

The Tai’s who came to Assam  under 

the leadership of Chao lung siukapha the 

twelve century were to some  extent 

influenced by Mahayana  Budhism  as 

evidenced by absence of sacrifices in the 

worship of God Almighty phura in 

phuralung  worship. But it is fact that the 

royalty and the nobles did not practice 

phuralung. They followed the Ban-phi 

system of religion observing rituals like 

Me-Dum-Me-Phi, Umpha, saifaetc where 

the animals and birds were sacrificed to 

appease their Gods and Goddesses. The 

blood sacrifices indicated the shine of a 

vibrant and material race. In the religious 

scriptures Charaideo Biddhi Borbiddhe and 

charaideo biddhi innumerable Gods-
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Goddesses are listed with the animals and 

birds which are to be sacrificed for their 

appeasement. Vaishnavism prohibited 

blood sacrifices and so most of the Ahom 

gave up their traditional Ban-Phi system of 

religion. It is observed that irrespective of 

the adherence to Hinduism or vaishnavism 

the Ahom community nowadays takes part 

in the Me-Dam-Phi, umpha festivals with 

enthusiasm, which are traditional rituals. 

Religion and ritual continues to play an 

important part of the life of the Ahoms. 

Due to the efforts for the revival of the 

traditional religion by the Tai sahitya 

Sabha, Deodhi-mohan bailing sanmilan 

etc. the Ahoms are veering towards the 

traditional religion. Priesthood has 

become non restrictive in the observance 

of Chack long and Me-Dam –me-phi etc. 

The ancestor worship or Me-Dam-Me-

phi was royally and publicly celebrated by 

Siu-Ka-Pha and his successors. Later on 

the Ahoms used to make offerings to the 

Dam of the kings and queens and the 

Royalty in the month of Chaitra in 

Choraideo on the Moidams. The first 

public Me-Dam-Me-Phi in 20th century 

was observed in 1965 in Guwahati on 31st 

January and from then on it is being 

celebrated publicly throughout the state. 

This ritual has gained the importance of a 

festival now. Sometimes it is observed in a 

Phuralung way, without any offerings of 

eggs or chicken. The Ahoms other than the 

priestly classes observe the ancestor 

worship by offering a pitcher full of fresh 

rice liquor on the occasion of Magh Bihu 

and Bohag bihu. This is called “Salita 

Logua”. These are some of the changes 

brought about due to this social 

change. 

The royal symbol of Dragon imprinted 

on the inscription and on the metallic 

plates and coins of the Ahom kings has 

now become a symbol of ethnic identity of 

the Ahoms. 

Some of the religious ceremonies of 

the Tai Ahoms have definite influences if 

Hinduism. The Hindu pavilion set up in the 

Umpha worship and the ladies chanting the 

hymns of mother Goddess are inspired by 

Hindus and can be seen as the unifying 

efforts of the Ahoms to integrate the 

communities of locals. Due to the efforts 

for revival of the tradition by the 

organization such as Sadou Assam Ahom 

Sanmilan 1893, Sadau Assam Burangi 

Sanskriti Sangha 1955, Mahan-Deodhai-

Bailung Sanmilan 1962, Patsaku Kendriya 

Tai Vidyalaya 1964, Sadau Asam Phralung 

Sangha 1972, Tai Language Course at 

Dibrugarh University etc. more and more 

common Ahoms are being attracted 

towards their traditional religious practices, 

mainly the inability to read and written the 

Tai Language distances today’s Ahom 

community people from their origin 

religious and traditional practices.  
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Abstract 

The writings of Indian history for a long time dominated the deeds of man. 

The early historical writings were only about success and failure stories of 

every countable personality and were strictly limited to the political 

aspects. It is seen as ignorance towards other aspects like society and the 

economy. But changes occurred in the history writing from the mid of 20th 

century with D.D Kosambi’s book An Introduction to the Study of Indian 

History (1956). By writing this book he changes the paradigm of historical 

writing from political to social and also makes history an interdisciplinary 

subject. By following his ideology several other historians also emerged 

and turn history writing to another extent. Since the 1980s women’s history 

became rich as some prominent writers started writing history from a 

feminist perspective. Some of the historians who belonged to this category 

are Uma Chakraborty, Tanika Sarkar, Urbashi Butalia, and Kumkum Roy. 

A new understanding of patriarchy and the position of women came to be 

explored by these historians. They also started to criticize the Alteckarian 

perspective about the position of women in Indian society.    In the context 

of Assam, only a handful amount of writings is found. In the recent past, 

the changes and transformation of Assamese society in the colonial period 

and the changing position of women had been explored.  

Keywords: Women’s study, Female education, Social Reforms.

1. Introduction 

A long silence always maintains on 

depicting women as they are devalued for 

a long time. During the nationalist 

discourse on women also they were not 

allowed to speak rather women were the 

central point of their discussion. When 

they speak, they are not being heard and 

also not given a platform to share their 

thoughts. Though it existed it is not taken 

into account and also not talked about. In 

the article, The Nationalist Resolution of 

the Women’s Question, Partha Chatterjee 

discusses that the nationalist resolution 

separated the sphere of the realm into two- 

the material and spiritual. In nationalist 

understanding, women are placed in the 

spiritual category which should be 

untouched by the western culture as it 

represented the utmost culture and 

tradition of India and this is superior to the 

materialistic nature of the western world. 

In the 19th-century reform movement, not 

a single female reformer was seen, and 
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also can’t be assumed to have a 

conversation between the sufferer and 

reformers. Again, Sreebodh was the first 

women magazine published in India and 

Balabodi was the first women magazine in 

the Hindi language edited by the male 

reformer named Bharatendu Harichandra 

and Mullah-e-Nissan was a pioneering 

journal in Urdu for women. The earliest 

Bengali magazines are- Bamabodhini, and 

Bharathi edited by Swaranakumari Devi 

created a space for women writers from 

Bengal. In south Periyar’s Self Respect 

Movement journal Kudi Arasu, Puratchi, 

Patgutharivu, Samadharmam gave space 

to women to write their articles related to 

women issues. Sarada and Mahila were 

two prominent women magazines from 

Kerela. There were three prominent 

women magazines in the initial time of its 

emergence. 1. Grihalakshmi-edited by 

Gopala Devi reforming women and 

domesticity. 2. Streedarpan- edited by 

Ramaswami Nehru propagated education, 

political awakening and fought against 

gender discrimination. 3. Cannada- 

encouraged full participation of women in 

the public sphere. Arya Mahila- edited by 

Sanatan Dharma Mahamandal looked at 

the status of women based on Vedic 

knowledge. Maduri and Saraswati were 

journals that published articles about the 

lifestyle of women in other countries. 

Andhra Lakshmi, Hindu Yuvathi, 

Bharatha Mahila, Grihalakshmi, 

Viswagnami Y Asoda, was some journals 

that urged women participation in the 

freedom struggle movement. But the early 

writers, reformers and historians of that 

time not considered these sources as 

important while understanding the 

grievances of women. So, here an attempt 

has been made to reveal the development 

of women’s studies in India as well as in 

Assam. Also, to find out the things that 

left behind.  

2. Objectives  

i. To study the condition of women’s 

study in India and Assam. 

ii. To find out the changing outlines in 

Women’s Studies. 

iii. To assess the things which remain 

untouched by the historians who are 

involved in the study of women. 

3. Methodologies and Sources  

The methodology followed in the study 

is descriptive, historical and analytical. 

Both primary and secondary sources are 

taken into account for the preparation of the 

topic. The primary sources are relevant 

newspapers, periodicals, journals, and 

autobiographies. Secondary sources include 

published books, journals, periodicals, 

unpublished thesis, and dissertations of the 

different universities that have been used. 

Relevant websites and browsers were also 

consulted in the preparation of this topic. 

4. Discussion 

From the nationalist outline to the 

present, several changes has manifested in 

Women’s studies. As an example, 

Altekar’s The Position of Women in Hindu 

Civilization: From Prehistoric Times to 

the Present Day (1938) study on the 

position of women in Hindu civilization 

primarily based on ‘Brahmanical’ sources 

and outlines the position of women from 

the earliest times to right up to the mid-
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fifties of this century; when the Hindu 

Code Bill was under consideration. The 

work unravels the entire body of opinion 

of the lawmakers on such areas as the 

education of women, marriage, divorce, 

and the position of women in public life, 

property rights of women, and the general 

position in society. Further, he is just 

concerned with women in the context of 

the family and one almost gets the feeling 

that the status of women needs to be raised 

to ensure the healthy development of 

India. But he left to discuss some 

phenomenal attempts of women as there 

have present so many courageous women 

in his time who were quite advanced in the 

different fields. Women of that time 

created organizations intending to 

empower women morally as well as 

materially. Such organizations include the 

‘Mahila Samaj’ (Lady’s society) which 

was formed in 1882 by Swarnakumari 

Devi, Sharada Sadan in Bombay as well as 

Arya Mahila Samaj in Pune also 1882 by 

Ramabai Saraswati, and in 1910 we have 

Saraladevi Choudharini’s Bharat Stree 

Mahamandal. All the women 

organizations were founded to have a 

women’s exclusive platform because till 

then all women’s meetings were also 

being were held in conjunction with the 

meeting of the National Congress. So, to 

have a platform for own such types of 

organizations were founded. As far as the 

professional women were concerned 

Kadambini Basu and Haimavati Sen were 

two of India’s first women doctors; 

Santosh Kumari Devi and Prabhati Devi in 

Calcutta became trade union leaders. 

Muthulakshmi Reddy was the first woman 

legislator appointed to the Madras 

Legislative Council in, 1927. These 

women also came from the Hindu family 

but Altekar left this advancement of 

women aside while depicting the position 

of women in the Hindu society in his 

book, The Position of Women in Hindu 

Civilization: from Prehistoric Times to the 

Present Day. 

Development of female education, 

women enfranchisement, women 

organizations and the nationalist movement 

that started at the first half of the 20th 

century led to liberate women, especially 

women from the elite or middle-class. But 

some of the fundamental stereotypes 

remained as same as not a single man from 

the liberal section and elite women had 

undertaken the stand to remove the basic 

set-up of the society. So, the role of women 

and the nature of women that were 

projected by the Shastras and 

Dharmashastras remained the same. 

Moreover, if we review the topics that had 

been discussed in the different phases of 

the public sphere then we realised that no 

one from whichever group they belonged 

had ever tried to break the fundamental 

setup of the society. All of them just want 

some modification on the role of women 

but most of them desired to reserve the 

duties like cooking, cleaning, stitching in 

which needs the minimum effort for 

women and otherwise the works that 

needed the highest efforts mostly assigned 

to the men. In the case of the distribution of 

the behaviour of human nature, the 

kindness, calmness, forgiveness, tolerance, 
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consideration, selflessness, noble and 

understanding are reserved for women and 

nature like boldness, courage, bravery, 

heroism, audacity, vigour, mettle, daring, 

dominant, prevailing, leading, and might 

are saved for men. In this case, in the book, 

“Women and Society in India” Neera Desai 

and Maitreyi Krishmaraj said, 

 “Though the social reform movement of 

the 19th century and nationalist movement 

of the 20th century helped the elite group 

of women to enjoy freedom for society as 

a whole, sex roles, stereotype images and 

the Indian woman’s conception of herself 

or her role in life remained virtually 

unchanged.”  

This outlook changed with the coming 

of feminist historians. The feminist 

historians who worked in the modern 

period mainly focus on various letters and 

autobiographies of women that were 

written privately while understanding 

what women felt for them and what role 

played in the home. In the book, The 

Hindu wife and Hindu Nation: 

Domesticity and Nationalism in Ninetieth 

Century Bengal (1992), Tanika Sarkar 

discusses the status of a Hindu wife in the 

family, the life of a widow, and Hindu 

personal law that led to shaping the ideal 

Hindu wife. She also traces the 

autobiography of Rassasundari Devi, 

Amar Jiban while examining the duty of 

women in a Hindu household. She argued,  

“The woman was, moreover, required 

to provide heavy unpaid and often 

unacknowledged labour at home.”  

In the book, Women in Modern India 

(1996), Geraldine Forbes traced the 

history of Indian women from the 19th-

century reform movement to the impact of 

modern education upon them. She tries to 

give a detailed account of the progress of 

Indian women. She also examines the 

works of the female organizations and 

women’s engagement in the Gandhian 

freedom struggle movement. In her 

opinion freedom struggle movement 

provided greater opportunities for Indian 

women to take a public stand. She also 

reviewed the works of women’s journal 

and magazines as these are the basic 

sources to depict women’s perspective and 

thinking. 

The former middle-class reformers 

Rammohan Roy, Vidyasagar, Dayanand 

Saraswati, and Vivekanda only tried to 

establish the ideas of religious scriptures 

and did not put courage on the things 

which are not available in scriptures. The 

Dalit reformers even dared to burn 

religious scriptures. Mahad Satyagraha, 

which took place on 20 March 1927 under 

the leadership of Ambedkar and Jyotiba 

Phule, also rejected the caste system 

which projected inequality and injustice 

against the lower sections of the society. 

He also rejected the Sanskritization (coin 

by M.N. Srinivas in his book “Religion 

and Society among the Coorgs of South 

India”) process taken by some sections of 

lower caste, who tried to upgrade their 

position in the caste hierarchy by adopting 

the rituals of upper caste. According to 

Phule Sanskrtization process created more 

differences between the higher caste and 

lower caste and it would project the 

acceptance of cruelty of the caste system. 
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To get rid of the exploitation, Phule 

appealed to all lower sections to unite in a 

‘larger group’ or ‘Bahujansamaj’, to stand 

against the Brahman monopoly. Lower 

caste reformers not only raised their voice 

against the caste system but also, they 

speak for the emancipation of women. 

They also opened several girls’ schools. 

The drawbacks of earlier feminists are that 

they ignored these reforms and never 

placed them in their writings. Till the end 

of the twentieth century also no attempt 

has been made to explore the problems of 

Dalit and lower-class women and they 

also not interested to examine the attempt 

of the Dalit reformers on such matter. 

From the 21st century onwards some 

changes has seen in the attempt of 

feminist writers as they considered 

women’s writing, while representing 

women. In her book, Gendering Caste: 

Through a Feminist Lens (2003), Uma 

Chakraborty argues, “Ritualising female 

sexuality through endogamy and archaic 

obsession with cultural purity is devised to 

maintain the caste hierarchy. Upper-caste 

women are considered as the objects of 

‘moral panic’ and as the carriers of status, 

rituals, and class their mobility is therefore 

restricted.” A lower caste man’s sexuality 

is a threat to an upper caste pure blood; 

therefore, hypogamy is much more 

detested than hypergamy in the 

Brahmanical text. In her other book, 

Conceptualising Brahmanical Patriarchy 

in Early India, she described the sexuality 

of upper-caste women reserved only for 

upper-caste men. For that reason, women 

were restricted to go out and strictly under 

the supervision of males in their families. 

The book, Feminism in India (2004) 

edited by Maitrayee Choudhuri, compiled 

many articles written by various authors. 

The editor gave importance to tracing the 

feminist movement that took place in the 

modern period. Apart from these three 

articles three women are included in this 

volume. In this essay, the above mention 

three are analyzed as Cornelia Sorabji, 

Rukeya Sekhawat Hussain, and Tarabai 

Shinde and named as early feminists 

because their voices were ahead of the 

time. They had questioned some of the 

prejudices observed by society against 

women. They were the earliest, who 

represented self and discusses the 

individual identity of a woman that is 

distinct from the men's projection about 

women. Autobiographies and self-writings 

of women are the basic sources for 

understanding what women feel for 

themselves, and what responses they gave 

to society’s presentation of them. It is 

because as victims of gender, patriarchy, 

caste, and tradition women always have a 

different story to tell. As example, Tarabai 

Shinde in her book A Comparison between 

Women and Men showed the custom and 

traditions of society which are used as a 

tool to control women and as well control 

her free movement. She claimed if there 

had no restriction for men to remarry after 

the death of their wives then why the same 

role does not exist for women. If the same 

god builds both (men and women) as 

necessary for one another then why do 

women only suffer the pain of 
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widowhood? Why does society blame 

only women for everything rather than 

blaming their crucial practices of child 

marriage and polyandry? In support of 

some liberty for women, she claimed that 

Women are Lakshmi by themselves and 

they have the strength to maintain peace in 

their family. So, she prayed for women as 

“May shine like lightning stars and utilise 

their conduct as prativratas in their 

husband's families and their own”. 

Cornelia Sorabji in her autobiography, 

Stray Thoughts of an Indian Girl (1891) 

speaks about women's education and 

raised voices against child marriage. She 

is in favour of a woman’s own decision 

for her marriage rather than following the 

family decision. She also had given 

importance to the aspect of the 

‘individuality of women’. The Hindu 

custom prepares women as prativarta and 

dutiful to her laws family and never 

valued the self-identity of women. It’s 

assumed that the religious duties of 

women will open the door of heaven to 

their families. So Sorabji argued that she 

never wants to go for resistance but just 

respect the growing self-identity of a 

woman and wanted to open the door of 

heaven for herself along with her family. 

Rassundari Devi, the first Indian woman 

Autobiographer wrote in her 

autobiography Amar Jiban (1876) about 

her hardship to fulfil her desire of reading. 

She knew that reading was taken as a 

sinful act for girls but Rassundari Devi 

made everything possible to fulfil her 

desire of reading. It was believed at that 

time that the woman who reads would be a 

widow in the future. Her autobiography is 

an important testimony of the plight of 

women in the late 19th century. Rokeya 

Sakhawat Hossain in her book Sultanas 

Dream (1905) dreamt about a utopian 

world for women where they freely move 

anywhere without any fear. Where women 

ruled and managed everything and men 

were subordinate to women and remained 

in fear. She humorously noted down every 

injustice, inequality, and suffering faced 

by women. 

In the case of Assam, there is only a 

handful amount of writings just available 

on women. In her book Journey of 

Assamese Women (1836-1937), Aparna 

Mahanta traces the journey of Assamese 

women from the 19th century and their 

entry into the new world. She evaluated 

the progress of women’s education too 

examined society’s responses to it. 

Unduly, she presents a summative account 

of the struggles and responses of the new 

women through their writings. She 

appraises the works of women's 

organizations, especially Assam Mahila 

Samiti. By discussing those she avoided 

the major subjects like conjugality, 

widowhood, and marriage. So, the journey 

which she tries to Illustrate in the book is 

not demonstrated properly. Like these 

magazines and journals Ghar-Jeuti's first 

Assamese woman journal was compiled 

and published later by Aparna Mahanta. 

Ghar-Jeuti was the first ground that gave 

women to improve their writing abilities. 

It also provided women with a space to 

share their thoughts on the different 

aspects of society. Ghar-Jeuti became an 
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important forum that set several questions 

regarding the position and existence of 

women in society. As the earliest vehicle 

for running women’s idiom, it provided 

larger information about the desire of 

women that inundated women’s thoughts. 

Status of Women in Assam (With Special 

Reference to Non-Tribal Societies), a 

proceeding volume that included 17 

research papers. This book edited by the 

S.L Baruah and published in 1992, deals 

with the status of women in the non-tribal 

Assamese society. Here she examines the 

eminence of non-tribal Assamese women 

in politics, education, society, culture, 

economy and family, law, and 

administration. 

In his book, Chandraprabha Saikiani, 

(2001) Achyut Kumar Sharma traced the 

life of Chandraprbha Saikiani. He 

provided a very brief note on the life and 

experience of the Chandraprabha Saikiani 

and avoided critical observation of 

contemporary society. 

Development in Women's education: a 

Study of Assam, Bina Lahkar glimpses the 

development of women's education from 

the missionaries to the later advancement. 

She just deals with the documented 

account while understanding the 

advancement of women's education in 

Assam. 

In her book, Assamese Women in the 

Freedom Struggle Movement (1993), Dipti 

Sharma examined the engagement of 

Assamese women in the freedom struggle 

movement. She deals with the political 

aspects and avoided the socio-cultural 

impact of the movement. 

In his PhD thesis entitled, Rebuilding 

the Nation: The Discourses of the 

Women’s Question in Colonial Assam C. 

1884- C.1926 (2009) submitted to 

Dibrugarh University. Here Bipul 

Chaudhury discusses the questions that 

arise in the colonial time which helps in 

the re-enactment of the Assamese nation. 

By discussing it he dealt with the aspects 

like social reforms, education, conjugality 

and domesticity, and political participation 

of the women. He also tries to examine 

‘colonial modernity’ which allowed 

women some space in the public sphere. 

Greater concern also showed on the 

‘Assamese Nationalism’ as it led to the 

growth of consciousness among Assamese 

people for their existence again stipulated 

the respect for own beliefs. His PhD thesis 

entitled, Society and Patriarchy in 

20thcentury Assam: Chandraprabha 

Saikiani and her Experience (1901-1972) 

was submitted to Dibrugarh University in 

2018. Here, Ajit Konwar discusses 

Chandraprabha Saikiani’s efforts to break 

the obstacles like seclusion and patriarchal 

norms to make an active presence in 

society. He also estimates other aspects 

like the contemporary society of the 

Chandraprbha Saikia, prejudices that are 

observed for females’ external existence, 

and restrictions made on women’s 

education. He also provided an overview 

of the women’s movement that took place 

in the cited era. Self-Narration and 

Identity Formation a Critical Study of 

Selected Women’s Autobiographical 

writings in Assam is a PhD thesis of 

Lakhipriya Gogoi that was submitted to 

               JFR, Vol. 10-A, ISSN-2249-9903 120 Platinum Jubilee Special Edition           .



Sonali Borah 

  

Gauhati University. Here she examines 

some specific women’s self-narratives 

accounts. With the help of those accounts, 

she evaluates the experiences of these 

women in the different aspects of their 

life. She also located the condition of 

women in society and the role of gender in 

framing women’s position in society.  

The whole studies only depicted about 

the women who came from the affluent 

families. Earlier they had to maintain rigid 

seclusion as patriarchal norms preserved 

the ideology of controlling the female 

sexuality. But a larger part of people 

belongs from the tribal community in 

where women almost have a good 

position. In his book ‘History of Assam’ 

Edward Gait said that in comparison to 

other states of India women Assam gets 

quite a better place in the society. As an 

example, in the Garo, Khasi, and Jayantia 

(that time Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh 

under Assam) women could choose their 

husbands and children took the clan’s 

name of their mother instead of father 

name. Among the Lalungs, inheritance is 

matrilineal. The youngest daughter 

inherits the property of her mother and she 

does not leave her original home instead 

of that her husband comes to live with her. 

The women of the Naga, Dimasa, and 

Karbi communities also enjoy better 

liberty as these tribes have communal 

ownership. The women of the Ao 

community get an almost equal position in 

the household as for their engagement in 

Jhum. The husband cannot behave badly; 

otherwise, he becomes answerable to his 

community. Though a daughter of this 

community did not enjoy the property 

ownership a little share of the property is 

given to a widow for maintenance of 

herself and the minor children. A widow is 

also treated well by her other members of 

the family. But these got minimum 

appreciation while studying women of 

Assam.  

5. Conclusion 

Women's studies even today also 

limited to highlighting inhuman practices 

against them and the rescuing activities 

and reforms by the men to give them a 

better place in society. Only just a few 

writings are available that 

‘wholeheartedly’ speak about their 

development by seeking their equal 

position. This scenario is almost the same 

in all the societies of the world and India 

is also not different in such. So, it is the 

main factor in creating the gap in women 

studies in India as well as in Assam.   
 

.  
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Richard Nolle

“Was the sixth
biggest earthquake ever recorded caused
by the ‘supermoon’” ?
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“ ...This is the light of the mind, cold
and planetary

The trees of the mind are black. The
light is blue.....”

Andalusia 

“so huge a phallic triumph”

...Unsmudged, thank God, my moon still
queens the Heavens

As She ebbs and fulls, a
Presence to glop at...

“It is the very error of  the moon,
She comes nearer earth than she

was wont And makes men mad.”

O, swear not by the moon, th  in-
constant moon,

That monthly changes in her circle
orb,

Lest that thy love prove likewise
variable.
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Well ! If the Bard was weather-
wise, who made

The grand old ballad of Sir Patrick
Spence.....

I see the old Moon in her lap, fore-
telling

The coming-on ofrain and squally
blast....

Those sounds which often have
raised me, whilst they awed,

And sent my soul abroad,
Might now perhaps their wonted

impulse give,
Might startle this dull pain, and make

it move and live !

Who
has brought the crescent wine jar of the moon
/ The eyes of the sky are heavy with drink

Arlene Zide 
 Sometimes I Tell This Story To The

River
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